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Arboricultural Impact Assessment 

Introduction  

This report has been prepared by Clark Landscape Design in liaison with Hill Reading Architects to 

prepare a tree report to meet the requirements of the planning authority.   

Purpose of the Report  

This report is intended to respond to comments received as part of the planning application, 

2021/1703/FUL, relating to the proposed commercial development on land at Tor Hill Works, 

Constitution Hill, Wells, Somerset, BA5 3NT. This document has been produced to demonstrate that 

the implications of the proposed development in relation to the arboricultural, landscape and 

cultural (conservation) value of the trees and hedgerows on the site have been fully considered 

during the detailed design process and should be read alongside the proposed masterplan.  

This report, and the accompanying information, is supplied in order to:  

• Identify trees and hedgerows to be retained and requiring protection during the preparation 

and construction phase of the project.  

• Provide an Arboricultural Method Statement for the recommended works related to trees to 

be retained during and after the development. 

Limitations  

This is a preliminary assessment from ground level and observations have been made solely from 

visual inspection for the purposes of assessment in terms relevant to planning and development. 

Only binoculars, where appropriate, have been used to aid tree assessment. No invasive or other 

detailed internal decay detection devices have been used in assessing trunk condition.  

The conclusions relate to conditions found at the time of inspection.  

It should be noted that this survey is not a tree safety inspection. It is carried out in order to inform 

the planning process.  

Site Visit and Tree Assessment Methodology  

The site visit was undertaken on 4th August 2023 by Ian Clark CMLI. The inspection took place from 

ground level. 

The survey took into consideration potential arboricultural constraints identified on site and trees 

within and on the site boundary, as well as those near to the boundary, where roots or aerial parts 

may infringe the site.  

Weather conditions were sunny but with some cloud cover.  
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Data Collection  

Data collected includes: designated tree number, categorisation and tree species. All measurements 

are metric.  

Presentation of the Data Collected  

Trees have been allocated an individual or group tree number. This tree number is used to identify 

individual trees and/or groups of trees throughout this report, within the Tree Schedule and on all 

Plans presented in the appendices of this report. Trees have not been identified on site with 

individual tags in this instance.  

Site Description  

The Serious Stages site lies to the east of Wells off the B3139.  It lies within an old quarry site of 

which the area of newly constructed bunding and the storage yard lies within the north-west part of 

the site.  

The area is bounded by woodland to the south, north and west and by sloping ground to the east. 

The new bunding defines the western boundary of the site removing from view the storage areas 

and also providing security from the storage areas of public access from the nearby public footpaths.  

 

View looking south to the temporary storage close to the Beech, T4. 
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View looking south-west along the access track towards the storage area with the two Oak trees, T7 

and T8, in the near middle ground. 

 

The western boundary embankment showing some new tree planting.  
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View looking west along the public footpath with the embankment on the left of the photograph. 

Arboricultural Constraints  

An assessment of the trees surveyed are presented in the Tree Schedules in Appendix 4 and 

considered in the main body of the report below. The Root Protection Areas (RPAs) are indicated for 

the individual trees and groups of trees identified in the Tree Schedule. The RPA represents the 

minimum radius in metres which ideally, should be left undisturbed around each tree, group of trees 

or hedgerow were it to be retained. The RPA has been calculated in accordance with Section 4.6 of 

BS5837:2012 ‘Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations’.  
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Tree Assessment 

None of the trees within the site are protected by Tree Preservation Order or within a Conservation 

Area.  

The site is used for the storage of stage construction and other materials and has been surfaced with 

Type 2 scalpings throughout. Trees within the site are generally unprotected from the compaction of 

storage materials or their movement. The trees and shrubs along the north-western boundary bank 

are in a similar situation with storage materials close to or within their RPAs. 

The trees are generally in reasonable to poor condition and are assessed as being ’C’ category trees. 

The Oak tree, T1, is assessed as being a ‘B’ category tree although it is showing some signs of stress 

from the compaction of storage materials. The Oak tree, T3, is in very poor condition and it is 

recommended that it is felled.  

Most of the trees are showing some signs of stress and have generally been left unmanaged for a 

number of years. The recommendation is that before any site works are carried out a schedule of 

tree works is undertaken to improve their structure and longer term health. 

There is scope for replanting along the western boundary with Hazel planted at 3m centres. On the 

sides of the banks and with trees, such as Field Maple, along the top of the bank. 

Tree Officer – Consultation Response 

The Council’s Tree Officer had several concerns with the proposals, see Appendix 1. The first is that 

there should be a Tree Survey, Arboricultural Impact Assessment, Tree Constraints Plan and Tree 

Protection Plan which this report now addresses. The other concern is that there should be a 

mitigation plan to show a net gain in biodiversity as per NPPF (2021). This report recommends 

landscape mitigation measures, see above: 

There is scope for replanting along the western boundary with Hazel planted at 3m centres. On the 

sides of the banks and with trees, such as Field Maple, along the top of the bank. 

If this is acceptable in principle a detailed landscape plan can be produce and planted out this 

coming Winter 2023/24. 

Trees Identified for Retention and Removal  

It is proposed to retain all the trees on the site other than T3 which is recommended to be felled. To 

avoid future conflicts between the storage of materials and RPAs it is proposed to maintain a 5m 

landscape buffer along the eastern side of the north-western bank. Trees within the main storage 

areas should have their RPAs protected through permanent post and sheep netting fencing to avoid 

any future damage to their branches or RPAs.  

Tree Protection 

The trees and hedgerows to be retained on site during and after development as listed above could 

require both above and below ground protection. Above ground protection may involve remedial 

tree surgery works. This may include access facilitation pruning (where a tree crown or hedgerow 
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overhangs the appropriate RPA) or pruning works to allow the erection of scaffolding or to manage a 

tree near a proposed structure. Below ground protection measures, based on the RPAs presented in 

the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Plan will involve the erection of tree protection barriers as 

discussed below. 

Where the proposed site layout requires the breaching of these ideal areas, measures are 

recommended in order to minimise the damage to the roots and the root environment of the tree in 

question. Such measures acknowledge the fact that the extent, distribution and actual position of 

roots of a tree within the RPA are not known. The tree protection fencing is illustrated in Appendix 2. 

As previously discussed, it is not certain where roots of trees may or may not be and the illustrations 

in the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Plan and Tree Protection Plan are only guidelines based on 

calculations shown in BS5837:2012 ‘Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – 

Recommendations’.  

Tree Protection Fencing  

The Tree Protection Plan, see Appendix 3, shows the location of the proposed tree protection 

barriers.  

Such Construction Exclusion Zones will be erected in accordance with the recommendations in 

Section 6.2 of BS5837:2012 ‘Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – 

Recommendations’. The specifications for the barriers are presented in Figure 2 from BS5837:2012 

presented in Appendix 2.  

It is essential that tree protection fencing barriers are erected before at the earliest possible stage. 

(Any remedial tree works however, should be undertaken before such fencing is erected).  

Conclusion 

The trees within the site need protection from the future storage or movement of building 

materials. This should initially be with the recommended fencing, see Appendix 2, but longer term it 

is recommended that the fencing is replaced with permanent post and sheep netting to 1.5m high.  

Most of the trees are showing some signs of stress and have generally been left unmanaged for a 

number of years. The recommendation therefore is that before any site works are carried out a 

schedule of tree works is undertaken to improve the structure and longer term health of the trees. 

There is scope for replanting along the western boundary with Hazel planted at 3m centres. On the 

sides of the banks and with trees, such as Field Maple, along the top of the bank. 
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Arboricultural Method Statement  

General  

This section sets out the basis of the methodology for all proposed works in relation to the proposed 

new development in proximity to trees and hedgerows located within the development site 

boundary and for those trees outside the development site boundary where they overhang the site 

or where their RPAs extend into the site.  

Copies of the detailed Arboricultural Method Statement document will be available for inspection on 

site and will form the basis of the management of all works relating to the trees on the site for the 

Site Agent/Manager following commencement of the project.  

The developer will inform the Local Planning Authority of the project Arboriculturalist charged with 

overseeing and monitoring the works related to the trees retained on site and will notify the Local 

Planning Authority within twenty four hours if the Project Arboriculturalist is replaced.  

Site Location at: Land within Tor Hill Works, Constitution Hill, Wells, Somerset, BA5 3NT.  

Contact Details: Not known 

Site Promoters: Serious Stages 

Project: Commercial development 

Local Authority: Mendip District Council (now Somerset Council).  Tree Officer: Bo Walsh  

Telephone:    E-mail:  

Legislation and Guidance  

Town & Country Planning Act 1990  

Town & Country Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012  

Health & Safety at Work Act 1974  

Construction (Design & Management) Regulations 1994  

BS 5837:2012 ‘Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations’  

BS 3998:2010 ‘Tree Work – Recommendations’  

National Joint Utilities Group Publication No.4:  

Tree Protection Barriers – Tree Protection Plan  

Before the commencement of any works on site protective barriers, see Appendix 2, will be erected 

in the positions to be agreed with the local authority.  

The Local Planning Authority will be notified in writing once the barriers are in place.  
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The protective barriers will consist of a scaffold framework in accordance with Figure 2 and Figure 3 

of BS5837:2012 ‘Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations’ 

(Appendix D), “…should consist of a vertical and horizontal framework, well braced to resist 

impacts... vertical tubes should be spaced at a maximum interval of 3m and driven securely into the 

ground. On to this weldmesh panels should be securely fixed”.  

The protective barriers will remain in place until completion of the main construction phase and will 

then only be removed with the written consent of the Local Planning Authority.  

Tree protection will be undertaken in accordance with the specific method statement relating to the 

approved design details. Such operations will be undertaken with the close monitoring by the 

appointed Project Arboriculturalist and together with liaison with the Local Planning Authority Tree 

Officer.  

Other than works detailed within this method statement or approved in writing by the Local 

Planning Authority, no works (including the storage or dumping of materials, or the storage or 

operation of machinery or plant) shall take place within the Construction Exclusion Zones defined by 

the protective barriers or ground protection measures.  

Protective barrier site notices (of a form similar to those presented in Appendix 2) will be attached 

to the exterior of the protective fencing where they can be easily read by site personnel.  

5.7 General Precautions  

No materials that are likely to have an adverse effect on tree health will be stored or discharged 

within 5 metres of the RPA of a tree or hedgerow that is to be retained. Stored material may include: 

oil; petrochemical waste; bitumen; and cement  

No fires will be lit within 10m of the canopy spread or RPA, whichever greater, of a tree.  

Concrete mixing will not take place within 5 metres of the edge of the RPA.  

Access for Construction Works – Plant and Machinery  

Details of the type and number of machines and plant to be used on the site will be submitted in 

writing to the Local Planning Authority prior to the commencement of any works on site within the 

site Health and Safety Plan and Method Statement.  

Access for Construction Works – Site Hut and Contractors’ Compound  

Plant and storage areas including site compound, staff welfare facilities etc will be clearly identified 

within the site Method Statement and Health and Safety document.  

Arboricultural Works  

Any remedial arboricultural will be carried out before commencement of other site operations 

including the erection of protective barriers.  

No vehicles will be allowed to enter areas to be protected by barriers.  
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All works will be carried out in accordance with BS3998:2010 ‘Tree Work Recommendations’. 5.11 

Supervision and Monitoring  

It is recommended that a Project Arboriculturalist is employed to oversee operations relating to 

works close to or within RPAs.  

• The erection of protective barriers around the retained trees in accordance with Appendix B and 

signed (Appendix C).  

• The construction of any additional structures within the identified Root Protection Areas (Not 

currently applicable). 5.11 Supervision and Monitoring 5.11.1 It is recommended that a Project 

Arboriculturalist is employed to oversee operations relating to works close to or within RPAs.  

• The erection of protective barriers around the retained trees in accordance with Appendix B and 

signed (Appendix C).  

• The construction of any additional structures within the identified Root Protection Areas (Not 

currently applicable).  

It is recommended that a record of site visits completed by the Project Arboriculturalist is 

maintained for inspection on site and copies are forwarded to the appointed developer, site agent, 

and the Local Planning Authority Tree Officer (Example Appendix E)  

Contingency Plans  

In the event of unforeseen incidents occurring, that may adversely affect or threaten the welfare or 

security of the trees, the resident Site Agent/Manager shall inform the Project Arboriculturalist at 

the earliest opportunity and not more than one working day following the incident.  

The Project Arboriculturalist will visit the site to inspect and assess the circumstances and make any 

appropriate recommendations. The Local Planning Authority Tree Officer will be informed by the 

Project Arboriculturalist of such incidents and recommendations will be submitted for approval by 

the Local Planning Authority, initially verbally, and then in writing.  

A record of any emergency incidents and works shall be maintained by the Project Arboriculturalist.  

Incidents which may merit such contingency plans include:  

• Accidental / unauthorised damage to the limbs, roots or trunk of trees  

• The spill of chemicals. 
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Appendix 1 – Tree Officer Consultation Response 
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Appendix 2 – Tree Protection 
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Appendix 3 – Tree Protection Plan 
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Appendix 4 – Tree Schedule 

 

Tree no Species  Height 

(m) 

Stem diam 

(cm) 

Crown spread 

– radius (m) 

Canopy 

height 

(m) 

Life 

stage 

Observations Contribut-

ion in years 

Category RPA as 

radius 

from trunk 

(m) 

T1 Oak  12 79 8 5 M  25+ B2 9.5 

T2 Oak 14 62 6 5 M Showing 
significant signs of 
stress. Remedial 
works required 

25+ C2 7.4 

T3 Oak 14 53 5 6 M Severely stressed 

Recommendation 

to fell. 

5+ U 6.4 

T4 Beech 15 48 6 4 M Significant lean to 

the SW 

25+ C2 5.8 

T5 
 

Oak 13 44 8 3 M Showing signs of 
stress 

25+ C2 5.3 

T6 
 

Oak 10 35 6 3 M Leaning to the SW 
– showing signs of 
stress. 

25+ C2 4.2 

T7 
 

Oak 12 36 6 6 M  25+ C2 4.3 

T8 
 

Oak 9 47 7 4 M Dominated by T7 25+ C2 5.6 
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Tree no Species Height 
(m) 

Stem diam 
(cm) 

Crown spread 
– radius (m) 

Canopy 
height 
(m) 

Life 
stage 

Observations Contribut-
ion in years 

Category RPA as 
radius 
from trunk 
(m) 

G1 Field Maple x4 12 30-40 5 4 M Generally, in poor 
condition.  

25+ C2 4.8 

G2 Sycamore, Oak 
(x2), Hawthorn 
and Hazel 

9 20-30 4 1 SM In need of tree 
management 

25+ C2 3.6 

 

*The RPA is caluculated using the larger figure. 
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Appendix 5 – Cascade Chart for Tree Quality Assessment 

 

  


