




Ecological Appraisal Letter 17

Reptiles

The site is considered predominantly unsuitable for reptiles consisting of managed semi-improved

grassland and hardstanding. The base of hedgerows along site boundaries could be used as

commuting and foraging habitat for reptiles, however, these will not be removed as part of the

proposed works. The flowing water course to the north, the wet ditch to the south and the arable

fields surrounding the site act as habitat barriers ecologically separating the site from suitable habitat

in the local vicinity.

It is recommended vegetation is managed to discourage reptiles, if present in the area, from using the

site.

Great crested newts

There are no ponds located on site and no further ponds located within 250m of the site. The flowing

water course north of the site and the arable fields surrounding the site act as habitat barriers

ecologically separating the site from ponds in the local vicinity. Additionally, the area where the

agricultural building is proposed is comprised of unsuitable GCN habitat (managed semi-improved

grassland and hardstanding).

It is recommended vegetation is managed to discourage GCN, if present in the area, from using the

site.

Water vole & Otter

No suitable habitat is present on site; the flowing water course north of the site provides suitable

habitat for water voles and otter. The water course is considered a sufficient distance from the

proposed works site boundary to cause no adverse effects.
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Enhancements.

• The proposed development will lead to a loss in habitats of low ecological value.

• A net gain for biodiversity is encouraged by the National Planning Policy Framework. As

enhancements, we recommend the installation of two bird boxes and two standalone bat

boxes on appropriate trees on site or in the local vicinity.
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Appendix A
Updated Photographs
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Photo 1, looking north across proposed works site area. Hardstanding and semi-improved grassland
habitats present.

Photo 2, looking west toward the site and across adjacent land which is predominantly semi-improved
grassland with hedgerows and treelines along site peripheries.






