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Origin Arb Ltd was commissioned by Portishead town council to undertake an aerial tree 

assessment of two trees within the Brackenwood site on  the 25th October 2023. An aerial 

tree assessment was then undertaken on the  17th November 2023. The aerial assessment 

was undertaken by class 2 licenced bat ecologist Adam Young (2015-17101 class 2 bat 

licence) assisted by Fred Mead. 

The aerial assessment was undertaken with the use of rope and harness with survey 

equipment such as an endoscope, torch, tablet and Haglof laser.  The data collected was 

inputted within our data collection spreadsheet  with relevant photos taken of each feature 

surveyed. The endoscope was used to inspect the internal substrate of each feature and to 

identify if any bats or signs of bats is present. 

The two trees surveyed were T2515 and T2519. T2515 is a mature ash tree located at the 

southern boundary of the woodland, and has basal decay which extends up to 1.2 m from 

ground level. The decay has created cavities within the substrate which are large enough to 

allow for bats to ingress. The  cavity extends upwards for 40cm with an ingress point of 

15x10cm. The internal substrate has a high humidity level of 75% however this is most likely 

caused by the recent wet weather the area has been experiencing. There is also a second 

feature located  at 3m on the main stem in the form of a frost crack, which offers a small 

crevice which extends 5cm up. T2515 has a low potential to support a bat roost and would 

require an internal inspection of the features prior to undertaking any works. This is to be 

carried out by or under the supervision of a class 2 licenced bat ecologist. 

T2519 is a mature cherry tree located north of the main access gate off Brackenwood 

Gardens. T2519 has extensive deadwood present throughout the crown, with a large cavity 

located at 4m on the main stem. The cavity contains a cavity which extends upwards for 

18cm with an ingress point of 11x15cm. There is an active squirrel drey located at the base 

of the feature. T2519 has a moderate potential to support a bat roost and requires a pre-

works inspection prior to any tree works being undertaken. This is to be carried out by or 

under the supervision of a class 2 licenced bat ecologist.
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                    T2515                                           Feature A  
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                        T2519                                        Feature A 

 

 

 

 

 


