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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 Mann Williams were asked by Nick Kirkham to prepare a foul and stormwater drainage design for 

the proposed farm redevelopment works development at Mount Pleasant Farm, Faulkland, Nr 

Radstock, BA3 5XH.  

1.1.2 Mount Pleasant Farm is located on the A366 between Norton St Philip and Faulkland. 

1.1.3 The proposed development is to convert the existing farm buildings, create a new walled garden 

together with an upgraded fold yard with studio buildings.  

1.1.4 Mount pleasant farm sits above a valley to the north in which the Norton Brook flows in an easterly 

direction.  With reference to the Wessex Water public sewer map enclosed in appendix A, there 

is a 150mm diameter public sewer that follows the save river valley also flowing in an easterly 

direction.   

1.1.5 According to the British Geological Society maps, the general underlying geology in this area is 

noted as Forest Marble on the farm plateau, described as greenish grey silicate mudstone with 

cross-bedded limestone.  Beneath this lies the Frome Clay Formation described as a blue/olive 

grey silicate mudstone with fine grained limestone units.    

1.1.6 Trial pits were excavated on site which proved the above geological conditions to be those that 

are present on site, with the fringes of the farm plateau having weathered layers of limestone 

present in the clay matrix.       

1.1.7 This report summarises the approach taken to the storm and foul water design strategy taken on 

the site.      

1.1.8 This report is prepared solely for use by the client named above and their directly appointed design 

team. This report is not addressed to and may not be relied upon by any person or entity other 

than the above named client for any purpose without the prior written permission of Mann Williams 

(MW). MW, its directors and employees accept no responsibility or liability for reliance upon or use 

of this report (whether or not permitted) other than the above named client for the purposes for 

which it was originally commissioned and prepared. 
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2.0 Foul Water Drainage 

2.1 Foul Drainage 

2.1.1 With reference to the Wessex Water sewerage map in appendix A, the existing farmhouse and its 

complex of buildings makes a connection to the public sewer at Wessex Water (WW) manhole 

reference 2601.  This connection is to be maintained with a new sewer laid down to the locality of 

the WW manhole as the existing pipe was in poor condition.  The existing connection into manhole 

2601 will be maintained to ensure no works are required to the public sewer.    

2.1.2 All foul sewers up to the connection point will remain in private ownership and maintained by the 

owners of Mount Pleasant Farm.    

2.1.3 The levels across the site are such that gravity sewers can be utilised without the need for any 

pumping of effluent.    

3.0 Storm Water Drainage 

3.1 Storm Drainage 

3.1.1 Two soakaway test were carried out on site in the locations for soakaways 3 & 4 as shown on the 

proposed drainage drawing enclosed in appendix B.  The findings were as follows: 

• Soakaway 3 – 1200 litre bowser emptied into hole; water drained away to ground at same rate 

as outflow from bowser and hole could not be adequately filled or timed.  

• Soakaway 4 – 1200 litre bowser emptied into hole; water drained away to ground at same 

rate as outflow from bowser and hole could not be adequately filled or timed. 

3.1.2 Carrying out a formal BRE Digest 365 soakage calculation is therefore not applicable to the 

drainage characteristics of this site.  Using the above results though, the approach being taken on 

site is to convey all storm water runoff from roofs and paved areas to the northern edge of the site 

where the weathered rock was found and to distribute the storm runoff flows to ground via the use 

of 4no soakaways distributed along the northern edge of the development. 

3.1.3 This approach replicates the basic SUDS approach of naturally infiltrating storm flows to ground 

and into the natural below ground water routeing in the area helping to recharge the water table 

in the local area. 

3.1.4 A slip trench will be excavated prior to each soakaway being constructed to ensure the ground 

remains suitable for an infiltration trench to be used.    

3.1.5 All storm sewers on site will remain in private ownership and maintained by the owners of Mount 

Pleasant Farm.   

3.1.6 Reference should be made to Mann Williams SuDS Maintenance Manual   for  guidance with 

respect to  ongoing maintenance of the pipework, chambers and SuDS features constructed  on 

the site. 
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Appendix A 

 

Wessex Water Sewerage Map 

 

 

 

 

  



Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey map by permission on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown Copyright .  Licence 100019539.
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Appendix B 

 
Proposed Drainage Plan 
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