
  
 
 
 

15th December 2023 
 
East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
Planning & Development Control 
County Hall 
Beverley  
HU17 9BA 
 

 
 
 
INSTALLATION OF ROOF MOUNTED SOLAR PANELS ON NON-DOMESTIC BUILDING 
(HORTICULTURAL PACKING AND SORTING UNIT) 

  

Dear Sir or Madam,  

Please find enclosed a prior notification for the installation of roof mounted solar 
panels on a non-domestic building. 
 
This statement has been prepared to illustrate the process that has led to the 
development proposal and to explain and justify the proposal in a structured way. 
 
This application has been prepared by Sam Harrison of Ian Pick Associates Ltd. Sam 
Harrison is a Chartered Planner and a Member of the Royal Town Planning Institute. 
He benefits from 11 years experience specialising in agricultural and rural planning 
consultancy whilst employed by Ian Pick Associates Ltd. 
 
Ian Pick of Ian Pick Associates Ltd is a specialist Agricultural and Rural Planning 
Consultant. He holds a Bachelor of Science with Honours Degree in Rural Enterprise 
and Land Management and is a Professional Member of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, being qualified in the Rural Practice Division of the Institution. 
Ian Pick has 25 years experience in rural planning whilst employed by MAFF, ADAS, 
Acorus, and most recently, Ian Pick Associates Limited. 
 
Yorkshire Grown Produce Limited is a family run business which was incorporated in 
1993. The company’s 6.4 hectare nursery nurtures a variety of speciality tomato crops 
each year for consumption within the United Kingdom. The UK growing season 
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enables the facility the ability to offer availability of tomatoes between the months of 
March through to November of each year. 
 
This proposal relates to the installation of 1.5mw of solar panels on the roof of an 
existing packing and sorting building. 
 
Having reviewed the permitted development rights under the Town and County 
Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015, the proposal is 
considered to constitute permitted development, with a requirement for prior 
notification (a 56 day notice) to be served on the Local Authority prior to the 
installation. Part 14, Class J, Part (c) of the GPDO can be seen below for reference:  

 

Permitted development 

J.  The installation, alteration or replacement of— 

(a)microgeneration solar thermal equipment on a building; 

(b)microgeneration solar PV equipment on a building; or 

(c)other solar PV equipment on the roof of a building, 

other than a dwellinghouse or a block of flats. 

 

J.1 Development is not permitted by Class J if— 

(a) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a 
pitched roof and would protrude more than 0.2 metres beyond the plane of the roof 
slope when measured from the perpendicular with the external surface of the roof 
slope; 

(b) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a flat 
roof, where the highest part of the solar PV equipment would be higher than 1 
metre above the highest part of the roof (excluding any chimney); 

(c) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a roof 
and within 1 metre of the external edge of that roof; 

(e) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a site 
designated as a scheduled monument; or 



(f) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a listed 
building or on a building within the curtilage of a listed building. 

 

We contend that the development complies with the above legislation for the 
following reasons: 

• The solar panels will not protrude more than 200mm beyond the plane of the 
roof. 

• The panels will not be installed on a flat roof. 
• The site is not a scheduled monument. 
• The panels will not be installed on a listed building or within the curtilage of 

such a building. 
• Please be advised that whilst the development pertains to an installation of 

1.5mw output, Part 14, Class J, J.3 was revoked on 21st December 2023 as a 
result of  STATUTORY INSTRUMENT 2023 No. 1279, which previously limited 
permitted development for such schemes to 1mw. There is now no cap in 
terms of the installation size (mw). 
 

Should you require further details, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Kind Regards,  

 

Sam Harrison MRTPI 
 
Chartered Planner 
Ian Pick Associates Ltd  


