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Conclusions and Recommendations

Roosting Bats

The proposed works involve the construction of a two-storey extension on the western aspect of the

building. This will involve stripping two rows of tiles off the western aspect of the existing roof so that they

marry into the new roof of the proposed extension. The site does offer potential roosting opportunities for

bats although the majority of these are associated with the southern and south-eastern aspects of the roof

which will not be directly affected by the proposals. PRF 4 (western aspect) and PRF 7, however, are

located on the northern aspect of the property and will be impacted by the proposals.

Therefore, in accordance with the Bat Conservation Trust’s Good Practice Guidelines, 4th edition (Collins,

2023), the building should be subject to a single nocturnal bat survey. The survey should be undertaken

between May and August (inclusive), in suitable conditions for bats to be active (above 10ºC, dry with low

levels of wind).

Bats are transient animals and often change roost sites depending on weather conditions and other factors,

therefore even if no bats are recorded during the nocturnal survey there is a chance that bats could colonise

the feature and subsequently be harmed during works. If no bats are noted to emerge from the building,

then tightly fitting boarding that is flush to the brickwork, with no gaps, should be installed over PRF 7 to

prevent this from occurring. In addition, works to strip the two rows of existing roof tiles should be conducted

under the supervision of a suitably licensed ecologist.

It should be noted that if bats are found to be utilising PRF 4 or PRF 7 then works will not be able

to proceed until further surveys of the building are conducted and a licence from Natural England

may be required.

Enhancement Measures for Bats

Due to the presence of a non-bitumen coated roofing membrane within the main roof void, it is not

considered appropriate to reinstate the lifted tiles at PRF 4, as any bats utilising this feature could become

entangled within the membrane which could result in their injury or death. Therefore, the roof tiles should

be reinstalled to ensure that they are tight fitting, and there are no gaps that could allow access for bats

into the roof of the main loft void. As an additional enhancement measure, it is recommended that an

integrated bat box such as the ‘Vivara Pro Build-in Woodstone Bat Tube’ is installed within the wall of the

northern aspect of the new extension. The bat box should be positioned at a height of at least 4m as close

to the eaves of the building as possible, and away from any artificial light sources.

Foraging and Commuting Bats

As a precautionary measure and in order to avoid impacts upon nocturnal bat activity, dark unlit corridors

should be maintained around and across the site, allowing bats to pass through unhindered by artificial

light. All introduced lighting must be sensitive to nocturnal bat activity and be curtailed to avoid impacting
















