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Existing overhead electrical and telecoms
cables to be removed and re-routed to below
ground feeds in order to enhance the setting
of the existing building

Existing redundant posts to be removed

Approx. location of new post for overhead
electrical supply

Approximate route excavation and new
below ground services to existing

property; gas, water, telecoms and
electrical

New services to enter below ground

FIGURE 1:  Trench Layouts Diagram
source: Southern Water (2016) Water Connections
Technical Guidance

Existing electrical overhead services to
be removed

Existing electrical overhead services to
be retained

Proposed electrical services to be routed
below ground in new trench

Proposed new gas utility supply to be
routed below ground in new trench

Proposed new telecoms utility supply to
be routed below ground in new trench

ROUTES INDICATED ARE INDICATIVE ONLY AND
SUBJECT TO UTILITY PROVIDERS
INPUT,REQUIREMENTS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Proposed new water utility supply to be
routed below ground in new trench

Existing surface water drainage pipe
based on historic partial site plan

Existing foul drainage pipe based on
historic partial site plan

Proposed foul drainage pipe connecting
to existing system

INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM HISTORIC PLANS
REGARDING BELOW GROUND DRAINAGE IS INCOMPLETE.

ROUTES AND EXTENT DO NOT REPRESENT ENTIRETY OF
BELOW GROUND DRAINAGE SYSTEMS ON SITE
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Water Connections 
Guidance Notes  

 

The previous pipework serving your property 
should be traced back and disconnected at 
its source of supply i.e. where it branches 
away from your neighbours’ pipe, without 
leaving any redundant lengths of pipe that 
may harbour stagnant water.  

Building new semi-detached houses with 
shared drives  

If you are building semi-detached houses 
and can bring both supply pipes to your 
boundary together or onto a shared drive, no 
further than 300mm apart, then it will be 
possible for us to estimate for bringing one 
32mm communication pipe to meet your 
supply pipes and installing a two-way 
manifold and meter box to join them.  

Building new flats or apartments  
If you are building a small block of flats with 
up to six units, and can bring your supply 
pipes out together, no further than 700mm 
apart (from pipe 1 to pipe 6) to the boundary 
of the site (public pavement), then it will be 
possible for us to estimate for bringing one 
bulk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pipework specifications  

Using our quote for your works, you’ll be able 
to understand the size of pipework, material 
and where it should be brought to for the 
connection. You will then need to organise 
with your plumber laying this with approved 
water fittings (Water Fittings Regulation Part 
4 compliant) and dig any trenches as 
appropriate.  

In accordance with the National Joint Utilities 
Group recommendations, the underground 
supply pipe must be no less than 750mm 
below ground level and separated from other 
pipes such as those carrying natural gas by 
at least 350mm. In addition, the pipe must 
not be laid deeper than 1,350mm, unless in a 
duct.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All supply pipes entering buildings, 
regardless of layout must be laid either in 
sand or ducts, at a depth of 750mm and 
have the ends of the duct sealed to prevent 
the ingress of gas or vermin into the building. 
See details 1, 2 and 3.  
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FIGURE 1:  Trench Layouts Diagram
source: Southern Water (2016) Water Connections
Technical Guidance
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