
RAINWATER HARVESTER UNIT

Features & Benefits: Graf Platin 
Garden-Comfort Rainwater Harvesting Tank 
Low Profile 3000L
1015mm height x 2100mm width x 2450mm 
length
650mm Innen Ø dome shaft
Minimum installation depth

3000 litres
Lightweight and easy to transport
Integrated filter technology
Groundwater-stable up to the tank shoulder
Can be extended in any way
15-year warranty
The filter package 2 consists of an internal 
Universal Filter 3, inflow stilling system for 
controlling the water inflow as well as a 
Spannfix connection sleeve, Rodent Guard 
and an Overflow siphon. The Integra Inox 
Submersible pump features an automatic 
start/stop function with a floating water 
extraction unit and protection against dry 
running.

Package Contents
1 x 10m Roll of pressure hose
1 x Water hose connection box
1 x Intergra Inox Submersible pump
1 x Internal Universal Filter 3, Inflow stilling 
system
1 x Overflow siphon
1 x Rodent Guard
  Unit required power supply for pump power 
will be
from solar power storage batteries or  solar 
distibution board

PROPOSED STABLE BLOCK
WITH TACK ROOM AND WELFARE  ROOM

SHEEP SHELTER 
NO 1

SHEEP SHELTER 
NO 2

WORKSHOP
STORE

WELLFARE
ROOM

OVERFLOW
INTO STREAM

ACCESS PATH TO PADDOCK
            1 AND 2

PADDOCK 2
currently serving
3 no pedegree
sheep

PADDOCK 2
 ro serve 1 no pony

720 M2

EXISTING PEAR  AND PLUM TREES

EXISTING ELECTRIC FENCE

740 M2

Existing bridge

Existing Entrance

Grass Verge

Grass Verge

Existing  mains water
stop cock

Existing  mains water
rising main

6 m x 10 vegatable plot

Existing bridge

EXISTING 3  METER
HIGH HEDGE TO BE MAINTAINED
TO ENCOURAGE WILDLIFE
HABITAT DURING NESTING
SEASON

EXISTING STREAM  BOUNDARY LOCATED
 MID STREAM

Kingspan Titan 30 
Gallon Horse Cattle 
Drinker Agricultural 
Water Trough (Black)
117 CM X 42CM X 27 
CM high

Kingspan Titan 30 
Gallon Horse Cattle 
Drinker Agricultural 
Water Trough (Black)
117 CM X 42CM X 27 
CM high

GATE
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BELOW GROUND
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EXISTING 3  METER
HIGH HEDGE TO BE MAINTAINED

VEVOR Beehive Box Kit Bee Honey Hive 30 Frames 
2 Deep 1 Medium Natural Fir Wood 4 NO

PROPOSED HARDSTANING MADE UP OF  GEOTEXTILE MEMBRANE
TO SUPRESS THE WEEDS, 100MM OF MOT TYPE 3 HARDCORE
OVERLAID WITH CLEAN NO FINES 20 TO 40MM LIMESTONE
AGGREGATE  TO PROVIDE A SELF DRAINING HARD HARDSTANDING

In the countryside, there are a variety of elements that are taken into consideration before planning permission 
is granted. Stables and shelters can often be unsightly or harmful to the appearance of the surrounding 
environment so your local planning authority will bear this in mind as well as your neighbour’s opinions. The 
decision must also be made in accordance with the local development plan and government policy.

The NPFF (National Planning Policy Framework) aims to promote protection of the environment with new 
building developments and this will too be considered before planning permission is decided on. Because of 
this, it is worth showing how your proposed stable block may benefit the local community and economy such as 
using local traders and materials.

General requirements

General planning permission requirements dictate that stables must be designed and constructed in good 
quality materials to provide a safe shelter for horses. There are a number of general requirements to protect the 
safety and wellbeing of the horses.

Stables need natural lighting, and if natural lighting is not available then electrical lighting must be installed 
safely with no trailing wires that a horse can reach.

The stable should be constructed out of bricks/blocks or wooden partitioning with no snagging points such as 
protruding nails or anything that could be harmful to the horse. Stable doors should open outwards to provide a 
safe entrance and exit point.

Good quality materials should be used, designed clearly for the purpose. Metrotile’s Aquapan roofing is 
designed for animal shelters and stables to provide strong and secure protection, and has a 15 year 
weatherproof guarantee to keep horses safe from extreme weather conditions.

Existing   Juvenile Horse chestnut
Tree with  150mm diameter 
trunk

Existing   Juvenile Oak
Tree with  250 mm diameter 
trunk

PROPOSED  MINI ORCHARD CONSISTING
OF PLUM APPLE AND PEAR TREES

People often ask us about the legal and legislative aspects of having a compost toilet and 
disposing of, or treating (dealing with) solid and liquid ‘waste’ outputs from a compost toilet 
on their land. Because compost toilets are waterless, they are considered to be a very 
‘green’ or environmentally responsible choice, which is certainly true when the outputs are 
dealt with correctly.

There are some aspects of the whole process to consider carefully, such as making sure the 
installation meets the current UK Building Regulations, and further more, that the outputs are 
dealt with legally, responsibly and safely (both for the owner and for the environment) which 
comes under the Environment Agency (EA) in England and Wales, and the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) for Scotland.

Do you need to comply with building regulations? If the toilet is situated in a building that 
would itself need to comply with building regulations, then you will need to ensure the 
installation of your compost toilet can meet them (see below, but essentially they determine 
that there is a method of getting solid waste out of the building that does not take it through a 
living area). If the toilet is in a small garden room that is exempt from building regulations, 
then these won’t apply to you.
How will you deal with urine? There are several ways of dealing with urine (see our web 
page covering this in more detail), but for most people, the simplest way is to create a small, 
dedicated urine soak-away pit. Providing that the discharge is under 10 litres per day and 
that the discharge point is at least 10 metres away from a water course etc., then you can 
usually ‘self-certify’ and won’t need a permit from the Environment Agency.
How you you deal with solids? Composting on your own land is a simple way of turning the 
solid matter into compost, which in turn, can be returned to the land. We cover several 
methods on our composting web page, however, most people are surprised at how little ‘raw 
material’ they actually create. Faeces accounts for only 20% by volume of your bodily output 
(80% being urine), and of that 80% is water. That means that as the solids compost, the 
volume will decrease dramatically (partly because much of the remaining moisture is 
released and partly through the composting process itself). The main considerations with 
composting is that it’s done in an area where flooding is not expected. Whilst you can use 
the compost as a fertiliser on your own land/garden, you cannot sell food that is grown with 
the compost, unless further safety testing is conducted. Most people use it as a growth 
boosting natural mulch around trees and shrubs.
For non-domestic installations (commercial sites, camp sites etc), it’s important to seek 
further clarification and advice from the relevant authorities. This is because the volume of 
‘waste’ outputs is likely to be larger.

This information is provided as a guide only – it’s vital to do your own thorough research and 
speak to the relevant authorities!

Building Regulations and compost toilets
In 2010, the new part G of the Building Regulations for the UK came into force. The new 
regulations are part of a drive to reduce domestic water consumption by 18% and they 
mention compost toilets for the first time.

Part G 4.19 states (accessed and text copied as of Jan 2018)

“Chemical toilets or composting toilets may be used where: a. suitable arrangements can be 
made for the disposal of the waste either on or off the site; and b. the waste can be removed 
from the premises without carrying it through any living space or food preparation areas 
(including a kitchen); and c. no part of the installation would be installed in any places where 
it might be rendered ineffective by the entry of flood water.”

This means provided you have a planned route to take the waste from the toilet out of the 
building, without going through a living area, a Separett or an Air Head compost toilet would 
meet building regulations. If the building you wish to install a compost toilet is an outbuilding 
or garden building and is of such size that it does not require building regulations, then the 
installation of a compost toilet would not require you to meet the above requirements.

The Environment Agency and compost toilets
In England and Wales, the Environment Agency are under-resourced and are moving more 
towards more ‘self certification’, especially in low-impact systems such as compost toilets 
connected to individual dwellings. Unfortunately, finding the relevant information from the EA 
(Environment Agency) can be tricky!

Remember that the EA and SEPA are there to ensure that processes you engage in are safe 
for people to use, and don’t damage or pollute the environment directly or indirectly. You 
might find the regulations frustrating, but they are there to ensure a safe environment for 
future generations!

As mentioned above, discharges to the ground of under 10 litres per day can generally be 
self-certified under an ‘exception’ clause as the discharge is considered very small. 
Nevertheless, you must ensure the discharge is done responsibly ie at least 10 metres away 
from a watercourse etc.

We suggest doing a written assessment of how you plan to deal with the outputs from your 
compost toilet – detail the positions of the discharge and composting points, possible 
contamination effects and limits etc, does the land flood, where will the compost bins be 
located? Have this documentation available in case officials want to ask you for more 
information. This will show you’ve been thorough and have thought through the entire 
process.

Please do check with officials in your locality – this is only a guide and has been reproduced 
in good faith. The summary was correct when we obtained it, but is subject to possible 
revisions, alterations and local interpretation which may slightly or substantially alter what is 
or isn’t permitted.

URINE SOAK 
MAXIMUM 10
LITRES PER DAY
AND AT LEAST
10 METERS
FROM ANY
WATER WAY

COMPOST TOILET
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 Mr John Lloyd

Proposed  construction of New Sheep Shelter 
with Workshop  welfare and compost Toilet at 
Land adjacent to  Pilning
Street and Gumphurn Lane , Pilning South
Gloucestershire


