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1. Survey Area and Proposals

1.1 Site Location

The site consists of the four bungalows and surrounding garden areas at Enright Lodge, off Enright
Close on Boundary Road in Newark, Nottinghamshire (NG23 4EB). The location of the survey area is
shown on Figure 1 in Appendix 1.

1.2 Proposals

The proposed works comprises the redesign of the car parking areas, pathways to the bungalows and
repositioning of the fencing and gates. The proposed plans are shown on Figure 3 in Appendix 1.

1.3 Survey Brief

This report has been prepared by Morph Ecological Consultants for Jackson Design Associates. Morph
Ecological Consultants brief was to ascertain whether the proposed works would impact on protected
species and habitats. Morph Ecological Consultants was also commissioned to provide
recommendations for mitigation, compensation and enhancement measures and further surveys, as
appropriate.

To meet the requirements of the brief, a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, consisting of a desk study
and an UKHab Habitat Survey, of the site was carried out by a suitably qualified ecologist. The
approach undertaken pays due regard to The Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental
Management (CIEEM) ‘Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal’ (CIEEM 2017). A daytime bat
survey was not carried of the buildings as they will not be impacted by the proposed works.

Legislation relating to protected species is included within Appendix 3.
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3. Survey Results

3.1 Desk Study

3.1.1 Designated Sites

Designation Description

Internationally and National
Designated Sites within 2km

There are no Internationally or Nationally designated sites within
2km of the site.

Locally Designated Sites within 1km Queen's Sconce, Newark Local Wildlife Site (LWS) (ref: 5/180)
Distance from survey area: 800m west of the site.
Description: Notable unimproved acidic and neutral grassland
communities on a civil war earthwork. Of botanical interest.

Ballast Pit, Newark LWS (ref: 2/638)
Distance from survey area: 900m east of the site.
Description: A long-disused ballast pit supporting open water and
carr communities. Of botanical interest.

Trent Banks / Wharves, Newark LWS (ref: 5/178)
Distance from survey area: 980m northwest of the site.
Description: A mosaic of emergent, ruderal and tall herb
communities along the banks of the River Trent. Of botanical
interest.

Balderton Gravel Pit LWS (ref: 2/641)
Distance from survey area: 1km southeast of the site.
Description: A large flooded ballast pit with notable marginal and
scrub communities. Of botanical interest.

Devon Park, Newark LWS (ref: 5/361)
Distance from survey area: 1km west of the site.
Description: A sequence of unimproved neutral grassland, marsh,
woodland and scrub along the banks of the River Devon. Of
botanical interest.

River Devon (North of Cotham) LWS (ref: 2/588)
Distance from survey area: 1km west of the site.
Description: A notable water course. Of botanical interest.

3.1.2 Priority and Protected Habitats

Habitats Description

Ponds From satellite imagery there are no ponds within 500m of the site.
However, it is likely that some small garden ponds will be present in
the surrounding residential areas.
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Due to the potential to support nesting birds, vegetation clearance should be timed to take place
outside of the bird nesting season (March to September, inclusive), or a check for nesting birds should
be undertaken prior to vegetation clearance.

4.3.5 Reptiles
The survey area provided limited potential for foraging reptiles, being mostly building, hardstanding
and lawns. Furthermore, the urban location, and lack of nearby records, make the presence of reptiles
within the site very unlikely.

4.3.6 Hedgehogs
A resident of one of the bungalows reported having seen hedgehogs within the site in the past, and
there were numerous records of hedgehogs in the local area. Although the proposed works are very
unlikely to impact hedgehogs (the area of introduced shrubs at the front of the bungalows that might
be removed were not assessed as being particularly suitable as they were not very dense), it will be
important to make sure that the new gates and fences maintain access for hedgehogs.
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5.1.5 Birds
Works to clear vegetation (the two trees to be removed and areas of introduced shrubs) should
ideally be undertaken outside of the bird nesting season, which runs from March to September
(inclusive). If vegetation clearance works are required during the nesting season, then a search for
active nests should be undertaken before works start. Should any active nests be found, works would
need to be delayed until the chicks had fledged.

To compensate for the loss of bird nesting sites it is recommended two bird boxes be installed within
the retained trees within the survey area. This is in addition to the proposed new tree planting a
detailed in Section 5.1.1.

Two standard boxes should be installed on more established trees. Long lasting woodcrete boxes
(such as the 1B Schwegler Nest Box) are recommended over timber boxes.

5.1.6 Reptiles
In the very unlikely event that any reptiles are found during the works, works should stop and Morph
Ecological Consultants should be contacted for further advice.

5.1.7 Hedgehogs
Gaps should be included within the fences between gardens (if these fences are replaced) to ensure
that hedgehogs are able to move through the site. Purpose made ‘hedgehog friendly’ gravel boards
are available (see images below). Alternatively, gaps (the Wildlife Trust’s recommend 13cm x 13cm
holes) could be cut into the base of the fence panels if set at ground level (without gravel boards).

To aid hedgehogs moving through the site, the new gates should be installed with a gap (13cm would
be a suitable gap) below that hedgehogs could then pass under.
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6. Ecological Impacts Summary

The proposed works will require the removal of two trees, some areas of modified grassland and
potentially small areas of introduced shrubs.

Works to clear the vegetation should ideally be timed to avoid the bird nesting season (March to
September), due to the potential presence of nesting birds. If works are undertaken during the bird
nesting season, a check for active nests should be undertaken first.

On completion of the works, the new tree planting should be of native tree species, and the new
grassland areas (and potentially any grassland areas disturbed during the works) should be sown with
a flowering lawn seed mix. Bird boxes should be installed on retained trees on completion of the
works and gaps created below new gates and fences to ensure hedgehogs can still access the site.

In summary, the existing site is of low ecological value, with only the semi-mature trees within the
rear gardens being assessed as providing ecological value (all of which will be retained). The proposed
works are of a minor nature, and the recommended enhancement measures, have the potential to
improve the ecological value of the site post works.
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Appendix 1: Figures

Figure 1: Survey Area Location Plan
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Figure 2: UKHab Habitat Map
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Figure 3: Proposed Works
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Appendix 2: Botanical Species List

Common Scientific (Kent/Stace)
Beech Fagus sylvatica
Cherry Laurel Prunus laurocerasus
Cleavers Galium aparine
Common Cat's-ear Hypochaeris radicata
Common Chickweed Stellaria media
Common Ivy Hedera helix ssp. helix
Common mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum
Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense
Daisy Bellis perennis
Dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg.
Dove's-foot Crane's-bill Geranium molle
Greater Plantain Plantago major
Holly Ilex Sp.
Lime Tilia sp.
Norway Maple Acer platanoides
Perennial Rye-grass Lolium perenne
a fruit tree sp. Prunus sp.
a privet Ligustrum sp.
Red Fescue Festuca rubra agg.
Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata
Selfheal Prunella vulgaris
Silver Birch Betula pendula
Walnut Juglans regia
White Clover Trifolium repens
Wild Cherry Prunus avium
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Great Crested Newts
Great crested newts and their habitat are afforded full protection under UK and European legislation, including the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). Together, this
legislation makes it illegal to:

• Deliberately capture, kill, disturb or injure a great crested newt;

• Disturb a great crested newt whilst it is occupying a structure or place for shelter or protection;

• Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to habitats used by great crested newts for protection or
sheltering;

• Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place; and

• Sell, offer for sale, transport or advertise for live or dead great crested newts.

Reptiles
Slow-worm, common lizard, adder and grass snake are protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended). This legislation makes it an offence to:

• Deliberately kill, injure or take slow-worm, common lizard, adder or grass snake; and
• Sell, transport or advertise for sale.

Smooth snake and sand lizard are afforded additional protection as European Protected Species and therefore are also protected
under The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). Together, this legislation makes it illegal to:

• Deliberately capture, kill, disturb or injure a smooth snake or sand lizard;

• Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to habitats used by smooth snake or sand lizard for
protection or sheltering;

• Intentionally or recklessly disturb a smooth snake or sand lizard whilst it is occupying a structure or place for shelter or
protection;

• Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place; and

• Sell, offer for sale, transport or advertise for live or dead smooth snake or sand lizard.

Water Voles
The water vole is fully protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), which makes it illegal
to:

• Intentionally kill, injure or take a water vole;
• Possess or control a live or dead water vole, or any part of a water vole;
• Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place which water voles use for shelter

or protection;
• Intentionally or recklessly disturb water voles while it is occupying a structure or place used for shelter or protection;

and
• Sell, offer for sale, transport or advertise for live or dead water voles.

Otters
Otters are fully protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and are classified as a European protected
species under The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). This makes it offence to:

• Deliberately capture, kill, disturb or injure an otter;
• Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place;
• Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place otters use for shelter or

protection;
• Intentionally or recklessly disturb otters while it is occupying a structure or place used for shelter or protection; and
• Sell, offer for sale, transport or advertise for live or dead otters.

White-clawed Crayfish
White-clawed crayfish are partially protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). This legislation makes it
illegal to:

• Intentionally take white-clawed crayfish; and
• Sell, offer for sale, transport or advertise for live or dead white-clawed crayfish.
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