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1. Brief  

In July 2023 Worcestershire Wildlife Consultancy, was instructed by Ms r Rebecca Bakewell 
of Fisher German, on behalf of their client, to assess the suitability for retention of trees by 
Storey’s Lodge, Holmes Lane, Hanbury, Worcestershire, in accordance with BS5837:2012.  

 

2. Scope of the Report and Constraints 

The tree survey follows the methodology set out in accordance with British Standard 5837: 
2012, Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction – Recommendations, (BS 
5837). 

All observations were made from ground level and from within the boundaries of the site. 
Each tree surveyed was inspected visually from ground level. Several trees outside the site, 
but that could be affected by development, were included in the survey. 

 

3. Limitations 

Validity, accuracy and findings of the report will directly relate to the accuracy of 
information provided at the time of the survey as well as accessibility within/around the 
site.   

The survey is not an assessment of the condition of any tree referred to in it and cannot be 
relied upon as an assessment of the health and safety of any tree within or adjacent to the 
site.  Any observations are visual and only consider obvious and general tree management 
in respect of the potential future development of the site.  Detailed investigations were not 
carried out and no tree was climbed. 

The tree survey is valid for a period of twelve months from the date of the site visit. 

No part of this report may be reproduced by any means without the written consent of 
Worcestershire Wildlife Consultancy. 

 

4.  Status of the trees 

Worcestershire Wildlife Consultancy has no information in respect of the status of the trees 
referred to in this report. 

Before carrying out any works that might affect the trees please contact the Local Authority 
and obtain any necessary consents in writing. 
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5. Site visit 

Joshua Evans of Worcestershire Wildlife Consultancy visited site on 19th July 2023. 

 

6. Protected wildlife and habitats 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Part 1, affords protection to a variety of plants, 
animals and birds.  Before carrying out any works recommended in this report please ensure 
the works do not contravene the Act. 

 

7. Felling licences 

Section 9 of the Forestry Act 1967 requires that a Felling Licence is required for the felling of 
up to 5 cubic metres of timber in any one calendar quarter.  Trees in orchards, gardens, 
churchyards and open spaces are exempt.  There are also other exemptions.  Please ensure 
any felling works do not require a Felling Licence. 

 

8. Location of the site 

Storey’s Lodge and its grounds (approximately 1,520m2) is located on the southern side of 
Vicarage Farm, Holmes Lane, Hanbury, Worcestershire (NGR SO 9658 6572).  See map 
below. 
 

 





9. Description of the site  

Storey’s Lodge is a static home, situated by  a working farm.  The trees and shrubs are 
situated in a well-maintained garden and most of the trees have been planted by the 
residents.  There is amenity lawn, fencing and dry ditch on the western flank of the site.   
   

 
Plate 1: General view – northern view 
 

 
Plate 2: General view – central view 
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10.  Tree Survey  

Please find below as Table 1 a summary of the suitability for retention of the surveyed trees 

and groups.  

 

Table 1 Summary of tree/woodland/group/hedge suitability for retention. 

 

Please find as Appendix 2 the Tree Survey Plan with the trees identified.  The tree numbers 

have been coloured according to our assessment of their suitability for retention.  The 

positions of a number of trees are shown indicatively. 

Please find as Appendix 3 the Tree Survey Schedule in the form of three sheets with details 

of the 3 individual trees, and 1 group surveyed.   

 

The scheme for the site is not known but the most significant off site trees, in terms of their 

maturity and ecological value, are T04 (pedunculate oak) and T12 (Crack willow) which are 

both old and have value for bats; their root protection areas must be adhered to. 
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Plate 3: View of the oak (T01)                      Plate 4: View of the willow (T12) 
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Appendix 1: Tree Survey Plan 

 

Key 

Retain all trees where possible 

Those that may need to be 

felled include T01, T13 

(depending on progress of ash 

dieback disease) and H01 
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Appendix 2: Tree Survey Schedule BS5837 

# Estimated 
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Appendix 3: British Standard 
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Appendix 4: Tree common and scientific names 
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Appendix 5: Ecological Experience 

Joshua Evans BSc (Hons) MCIEEM – Consultancy Manager & Principal Ecologist   

Joshua joined the team in 2008, previously working as an independent consultant, prior to that he 

worked for the National Trust and Forestry Commission as an ecological surveyor. For the last 26 

years he has worked in both the conservation and consultancy sector. Many of these years were in 

woodland conservation and management. He is an experienced ecologist with particular expertise in 

terrestrial and aquatic invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles, small mammals, riparian mammals and 

bats and holds Natural England (NE) and Natural Resources Wales licences for bats, dormice, great 

crested newts, white-clawed crayfish and barn owls.  He is also an experienced botanist with 

National Vegetation Classification skills, the recent UK Habitat Classification System and an 

experienced bryologist. In addition, he has experience in biodiversity net gains and offsetting and 

being involved in range of conservation and developmental management plans including heritage 

projects and habitat restoration. As for arboricultural experience, Joshua worked for the Forestry 

Commission, National Trust and as an independent consultant for 7 years, undertaken mensuration 

assessment and tree health reports, especially in the context of public safety and the evaluation of 

timber within woodland compartments; coupled with the above ecological experience, he has good 

interpretation skills of combining the two disciplines. 
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