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Bower/AmenityBlock/1 18 July 2023

Dear Laura

Sawmills Farm, Rufford Lane, Rufford

Proposed change of use of existing stable building to an amenity block in association with
existing Certificated Location Caravan Site

Please find enclosed our planning application in the above connection, which is submitted on
behalf of our clients, Mr and Mrs Bower.

As you are aware, Mr and Mrs Bower live at Sawmills Farm – in their new dwelling the Council
approved under LPA reference 20/01023/FUL.

They have recently established a Certification Location Caravan Site1 on part of their land, having
been approached by the Caravan Club who expressed a shortage of such sites in the local area.

To be able to offer the best facilities for their visitors, Mr and Mrs Bower wish to apply for
planning permission to change the use of the existing adjoining stable building into an amenity
block to provide toilets, showers, and a pot-washing/laundry area.

1 providing a site for a maximum of five caravans or motorhomes at any one time (up to 28 consecutive days)



2

Mr and Mrs Bower’s horses are now kept within the paddocks to the north, with mobile field
shelters providing an alternative form of shelter - meaning that the existing stable block2 is no
longer required as it once was.

The site lies within the open countryside and therefore the Development Plan policy against
which the proposal should be assessed is Policy DM8 of the Site Allocations and Policies DPD.

This outlines the types of development acceptable in the countryside, including the conversion
of existing buildings.

The proposed change of use will require no external changes to the building or alterations to its
internal layout – and simply requires the building’s insulation to be upgraded and for toilets,
sinks, shower etc to be installed within the fabric of the building - all which will be undertaken by
the applicants’ son.

As such, its appearance within the wider site and landscape will not alter.

By providing a facility to serve visitors already staying at the adjoining Certification Location
Caravan Site, the proposed use of the building will similarly not result in any changes to the
overall use of the site, or to traffic movements to and from the site.

2 approved under LPA reference: 18/02364/FUL




