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Examples of bat and bird boxes

(images sourced from www.nhbs.com, www habibat.co.uk, www.manthorpe.co.uk, www.barnowltrust.org.uk and

www.greenwoodsecohabitats.co.uk)

Integrated bat box
Habibat Bat Box
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Integrated bat box
Bat Block
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Standalone bat box
2F Schwegler Bat Box (General purpose)
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Standalone bat box
Greenwood’s Ecohabitats three crevice bat box
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Recommendations far installing bat boxes:

(Sourced from Bat Conservation Trust www.bct.org)

Locate boxes:

line/accessible entrance.

Make sure the boxes are secured.

evenings are signs of occupation.

Ideally, several boxes should be put up facing in different directions to provide a range of conditions.

e Where hats are known to feed close to hedges and treelines (some bats use a treeline or hedgerow for
navigation, putting boxes near these features may help the bats find the box).
e  On trees: boxes should be placed on the trunk of a mature tree, where there is a clear flight

e  On buildings: boxes should be placed as clase to the eaves as possible.
e As high as possible (ideally, at least 3 to 4m above the ground, where safe installation is possible).
e Insunny places, sheltered from strong winds (usually between south-west and south-east).

Boxes can be installed on trees using adjustable ties to avoid damaging the trees. Otherwise, timber screw bolts
or nails can be used. Aluminium alloy nails are less likely to damage saws and chipping machinery.

Bats need time to find and explore new homes, and it may be several manths or even years before boxes have
residents. Once bats find a place they want to live they can return over and over again. Droppings on the landing
area, urine stains around the lower parts of the box and chittering noises from inside on warm afternoons and




Small bird nesting box
1B Schwegler Nest Box

Small bird nesting box
2H Schwegler Robin Box
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Integrated swift box
Swift Block

Integrated swift box
Manthorpe Swift Brick

Integrated sparrow terrace
1SP Schwegler Sparrow Terrace

Integrated sparrow terrace
Terraced Sparrow Box




Recommendations for installing bird boxes:
(Sourced from British Trust for Ornithology www.bto.org, Manthorpe www.manthorpe.co.uk and Barn Owl
Trust www.barnowltrust.org.uk)

The highest priority when siting a nest box must be to provide a safe and comfortable environment in which
birds can nest successfully.
Tips for putting up a nest box:
e Boxes should be sited 1-3m from the ground, ideally on tree trunks but can be placed on the side of a
shed or wall. Avoid areas where foliage obscures the entrance hole.
e Don’'t place boxes too close to anather nest box of the same type, as this may promote aggressive
behaviour between neighbours.
e  Shelter your nest box from prevailing wind, rain and strong sunlight. The box should face between
north and east, and angled vertically or slightly downwards to prevent rain entering.
e  Make sure cats cannot get into the box.
e  Keep nest box away from bird feeders.
e  Use galvanized or stainless steel screws or nails. If fixing boxes to trees, galvanised wire can be used to
tie the box ta the trunk or hang it from a branch. Make sure to regularly inspect these fittings (every
two or three years) to ensure the box remains securely attached.

Tips for putting up house sparrow terraces and swift bricks/boxes:
e Locate 25m high on the gable wall of the property and above the level of the insulation zone.
e  Where possible, install in locations that are unlikely to receive large amounts of direct sunlight during
the hottest times of the day, ideal places include below the overhang of the verge and barge board.

Tips for putting up barn owl boxes:
e  The box should be installed on a building or tree in open farmland, on an isolated hedgerow or along
the edge of a woodland.
e Boxes should be sited at least 3m from the ground, with a clear flight-path for entry and exit.
e Where possible, install boxes facing suitable habitat and ideally away from the prevailing wind.
e Nest boxes should ideally be installed in pairs.




