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1.0 Summary of Site and Key points of Survey Report

 The Hedgerow recorded in the report is located within the area of land at the

proposed development of up to 5 dwellings at land adjacent to Church House Farm,

Llanwnog, Caersws. The hedge has been assessed in relaƟon to CondiƟon 14 of the

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 - Prior to commencement of development a

Tree and Hedgerow ProtecƟon and Replacement Plan in accordance with

BS:5837:2012 shall be submiƩed to the Local Planning Authority and implemented as

approved and maintained thereaŌer.

 A detailed Topographic Map was supplied by the Land Agent for the purpose of the

survey and report and used for reference to inform the Arboricultural report.

 The Hedge at the site is in general good health and is situated at the southern

boundary of the proposed development. There is an Ash tree situated in the North

East corner but is outside the proposed boundary of the development.

 RetenƟon and protecƟon of the exisƟng hedge is recommended before, during and

aŌer development. This will provide visual amenity, soŌening or complemenƟng the

effect of the built environment, and adding maturity to new developments. It will

display seasonal change and providing opportuniƟes for wildlife in built-up areas and

it will make places more comfortable in tangible ways by contribuƟng screening and

shade, reducing wind speed and turbulence, intercepƟng snow and rainfall, and

reducing glare.

 Hedge protecƟon using suitable barrier fencing is prescribed in this report, using

specificaƟons and methods referenced in BS 5837:2012.



2.0 IntroducƟon to the report

I have been asked to complete a Hedgerow protecƟon plan and report by Arbor Vitae to
consider the condiƟon of the hedgerow at the above-named property. I have been tasked to
assess the hedge and other notable features on the site in relaƟon to potenƟal development
and future use of the area for residenƟal dwellings.

A site assessment was conducted on the 24th April 2023. The weather was good and sunny,
around 14 degrees Celsius. QualitaƟve and QuanƟtaƟve data was gathered in relaƟon to the
hedgerow and its condiƟon.

Please note that any reference in the form of maps and hedge locaƟon in this report are
indicaƟve and descripƟve only. At the Ɵme, only a supplied topographic map was produced
and no georeferenced map was given.

The assessment of the trees and any other factors are of a preliminary nature. The
trees were inspected based on the Visual Tree Assessment (VTA)
method as developed by MaƩheck and Breloer (1994) and MaƩheck (2007). The trees were
inspected from ground level with no climbing inspecƟons undertaken. It is not
always possible to access every tree and as such some measurements
must be esƟmated. No samples have been removed from the site for
analysis.

A core part of a tree inspecƟon in relaƟon to development is the assessment of risk
associated with trees/hedgerows in close proximity to the persons and property. Most
human acƟvity involves a degree of risk and these risks being accepted, if the benefi ts are
perceived to be equal.
In general, the risk relaƟng to trees tends to increase with the age of the trees concerned, as
do the environmental benefits.



3.0 Site LocaƟon

The site is located west of the village of Llanwnog, situated off the B4568.

The site currently is grazing and grassland with no real tree features on or around the site.
The Hedgerow situated to the south of the area is the only real feature around.

The soil here comprises freely draining slightly acid loamy soils ( UK Soil Observatory).

Landis describes the soil type here as freely draining slightly acid loamy soils as described in
Soilscape 6. The texture of the soil is described as Loamy (Landis).

It is worth noƟng that no specific soil sampling was undertaken when on site as part of this
survey.

The descripƟon given was obtained from opinion of likely soil types. This informaƟon is not
comprehensive and therefore any decisions taken with regards to the management on site
should be based on specific and detailed soil analysis.

4.0 Hedgerow Survey and CondiƟon Assessment

The Hedgerow was assessed from ground level only. This assessment detailed the hedge
condiƟon and approximate age. The hedge consists of beech Fagus sylvaƟca . Approximate
age is no older than fiŌeen years old. It is good condiƟon and at the Ɵme of the survey was
just coming into leaf.

The central area of the site contains no tree cover. Hedge and tree cover at the site is
primarily restricted to the southern boundary and outer margins of the of the site. There is
an Ash tree which lies just outside of the development area.

The hedge contains gaps which when the trees are in full leaf could not easily be seen.

The Ash tree fell outside of the planned development area and so was not assessed.



5.0 RecommendaƟons

The hedge is young and has years of longevity. When development begins it should be
protected using barriers, as to not damage it.

As the Ash tree is outside of the proposed development, it won’t be effected but it should be
given consideraƟon when planning development operaƟons.

6.0 Arboricultural Impact Assessment

6.1 Development Proposal

The map plan which shows the development of up to five dwellings will not affect the
hedgerow on the site. An indicaƟve plan map was made available at the Ɵme of the survey
to inform the arboricultural report.

The site is primarily grass land in its current form with only the hedgerow present. It is
therefor assumed that there will be no soil level changes close to the proximity of the
hedgerow and its specified Root ProtecƟon Area (RPA).

Site access and details for the site compound, materials storage, soil stripping and
stockpiling need to be considered in relaƟon to the hedgerow’s RPA in full accordance with
the requirements of BS 5837:2012.

6.2 Requirement for barrier fencing

ProtecƟve fencing will be installed to protect the feature. This must be fit for purpose, in full
compliance with the requirements set out in BS 5837:2012 (Figure 1 shows specificaƟon for
barrier fencing).

Where all acƟvity can be excluded from the RPA, verƟcal barriers should be erected to create
a construcƟon exclusion zone. Barriers should be maintained to ensure that they remain
rigid and complete.

The barrier fencing should be situated at least 5 lineal meters away from the current line of
the hedgerow.



Figure 1. Default specificaƟon for barrier fencing

7.0 Design Advice, Arboricultural Method Statement and Hedgerow
ProtecƟon Plan

Secure the hedgerow and Root ProtecƟon Area

The hedgerow is to be retained and protected using robust barrier fencing as highlighted in
figure 1 and aƩached proposal map.

The fencing must have all weather noƟces aƩached staƟng ‘ConstrucƟon Exclusion Zone –
No Access’. The fence will remain in place for the duraƟon of construcƟon and development
and will not be removed without consent from the LPA.



The locaƟon of a site compound should be determined with full recogniƟon of the
requirements to protect the RPA.

The storage of soil and building materials will not be stored within the RPA of the hedgerow,
even if the proposed development to be within the RPA. This limits compacƟon of any roots
associated with the hedgerow. Any encroachment within this protecƟon area will be with
consent from the LPA.

Any faciliƟes for the storage of oils, fuels or chemicals shall be sited on impermeable bases
and surrounded by bunded walls. The volume of the bund compound shall be equivalent to
the capacity of the tank, plus 10%. If there are mulƟple tanks, the compound should be at
least equivalent to the capacity of the largest tank, or the combined capacity of the
interconnected tanks, plus 10%. All filling points, vents and gauges and sight glassed shall be
located within the bund. The drainage system of the bund shall be sealed with no discharge
to any watercourse, land, or underground secƟons. All filling points and tank overflow pipe
outlets should be detailed and discharge downwards into the bund.

All material storage faciliƟes need to consider effects of sloping ground on the movement of
potenƟally harmful liquid spillages towards or in protected areas.

As the Hedgerow is being retained there is no necessary remedial work required.

7.1 Tree works

If it is deemed necessary to undertake any cuƫ ng to the hedgerow in light of development
then work must be carried out in line with BS 3998:2010 (RecommendaƟons for Tree
Works). An appropriately qualified, experienced, and insured arbicultural contractor should
be sought to undertake the work.

It is not envisaged that soil level will threaten the hedgerow feature, should design plans
change it is imperaƟve appropriate measures must be taken to ensure prevenƟon of
detrimental effects on root systems.

7.2 Underground and overground services

At the Ɵme of wriƟng this report, there were details of services obtained or proposals of
such infrastructure. However, the following principles should be adhered to when planning
for their installaƟon.

It is proposed that all underground service runs will be placed outside the RPA of the
trees on or adjacent to the site. Where it is not possible to do this, the proposed length
infringing the RPA will be hand dug 'broken trenches’ to ensure the
maximum protecƟon of the trees’ roots. The trenches may also be excavated using an air
spade, or trenchless technology can be employed if this methodology is considered
appropriate by the relevant service company (thus allowing services to pass below and
through the roots without the need for tradiƟonal excavaƟon). If it is necessary to cut any
small roots as part of any of these processes, they should be severed in such a way as to
ensure that the final wound is as small as possible and free from ragged, torn ends.



All service providers (Statutory AuthoriƟes) will be consulted prior to commencement of
works with the aim of minimising the number of service runs on the site.
All service runs/trenches where they encroach within the RPA of retained trees will be
agreed with the LPA.

7. 3 ReporƟng and Monitoring

In accordance with secƟon 6.3 of BS 5837:2012, the site and associated development should
be monitored regularly by a competent Arboriculturalist  to ensure aspects of the planning
permission are implemented. Furthermore, regular contact between the site manager and
Arboriculturalist allows them to effecƟvely deal with any advise on any tree related
problems which may arise. This system should be auditable.

8.0 RecommendaƟons

It is recommended that the measures detailed in the survey and this report are
implemented to provide the retained hedgerow with the highest level of protecƟon during
development and construcƟon.

Barrier fencing should be completed as per BS 5387:2012 and completed prior to any work
starƟng on the development.

The recommendaƟons outlined as part of this survey are to miƟgate any problems that may
be caused by trees in close proximity to the proposed development. Should these
recommendaƟons be overruled, this survey stands as an opinion of Adam SƟrling–
independent consultant, and therefore any damage or injury caused by recommendaƟons
by this pracƟce, to which the proposed schedule of work has been altered or the hedgerow
damaged cannot be the responsibility of this pracƟce.

9.0 LimitaƟons and QualificaƟons

Unless specifically menƟoned, the report is concerned only with an above ground
inspecƟon. No below ground inspecƟons were carried out as this was not detailed in the
specificaƟon of work.

The validity, accuracy and findings of this report will be directly related to the accuracy of
the informaƟon made available prior to and during the inspecƟon process. No checking of
independent third-party data was undertaken. Adam SƟrling will not be responsible for the
recommendaƟons within this report where essenƟal data is not made available or are
inaccurate.
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