
  

 

Lucy White 

Planning: Place and Growth 

Cheltenham Borough Council 

PO Box 12, Municipal Offices 

Promenade 

Cheltenham 

GL50 1PP 

 

By email only to: lucy.white@cheltenham.gov.uk  
 

7 February 2024 
 

Dear Lucy, 

REFERENCE NO: 24/00122/CONDIT 

DESCRIPTION: Variation of Condition 1 (approved drawings) of planning permission 23/00930/CONDIT - 

proposed design revisions to Plot 7 (approved house type 5) 

LOCATION: Cromwell Court, Greenway Lane, Charlton Kings, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL52 6PW 

Thank you for consulting the Cotswolds National Landscape Board1 (‘the Board’) on this proposed 

development, which would be located within the Cotswolds National Landscape2. 

In reaching its planning decision, the local planning authority (LPA) has statutory duty to seek to further 

the statutory purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the National Landscape.3 

Further information on this new duty is provided in Appendix 1 below and the Board recommends that, in 

fulfilling this ‘duty to seek to further the purpose’, the LPA should in the event of a future application: (i) 

ensure that planning decisions are consistent with relevant national and local planning policy and 

guidance; and (ii) take into account the following Board publications4: 

• Cotswolds National Landscape (CNL) Management Plan 2023-2025 (link); 

• Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment (link) particularly, with regards to 

Landscape Character Type (LCT) 2 Escarpment; 

• Cotswolds AONB Landscape Strategy and Guidelines (link) particularly, in this instance, with 

regards to LCT 2 (link) including Section 2.1; 

• Cotswolds AONB Local Distinctiveness and Landscape Change (link); and 

• Cotswolds National Landscape Board Position Statements (link), particularly the Dark Skies and 

Artificial Light Position Statement (link) and its appendices (link 1, link 2, link 3) 

 

Having reviewed the plans submitted, the Board does not object to this application. Please do not 

hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss this response. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Simon Joyce MRTPI 

Planning Officer 

simon.joyce@cotswolds-nl.org.uk | 07808 391227 

mailto:lucy.white@cheltenham.gov.uk
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-25-CNL-Management-Plan-Adopted.pdf
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/our-landscape/landscape-character-assessment/
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/our-landscape/landscape-strategy-guidelines/
https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/lct-2-escarpment-2016.pdf
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/our-landscape/local-distinctiveness-landscape-change/
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/our-landscape/position-statements-2/
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Cotswolds-Dark-Skies-Artificial-Light-Position-Statement.pdf
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Dark-Skies-Artificial-Light-Appendix-A-Night-lights.pdf
https://theilp.org.uk/publication/guidance-note-1-for-the-reduction-of-obtrusive-light-2021/
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Dark-Skies-Artificial-Light-Appendix-B-CfDS-Good-Lighting-Guide.pdf
mailto:simon.joyce@cotswolds-nl.org.uk


  

 

APPENDIX 1: NATURAL ENGLAND ADVICE REGARDING THE STATUTORY DUTY ON RELEVANT 

AUTHORITIES, SECTION 245 OF THE LEVELLING UP AND REGENERATION ACT 2023 

 

Before the 26 December 2023, Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) had a statutory duty to have regard to 

the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the National Landscape under Section 85 

of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.  This statutory duty has since been superseded by 

Section 245 (Protected Landscapes) of the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023 which came into 

effect on 26 December 2023 and introduces a new statutory duty on LPAs to seek to further the 

statutory purposes of the National Landscape.   

 

Natural England has issued the following advice in respect of the new duty to seek further the statutory 

purposes of the National Landscape: 

 

Section 245 (Protected Landscapes) of the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023 places a duty on relevant 

authorities in exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land in a National Park, 

the Broads or an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (“National Landscape”) in England, to seek to further the 

statutory purposes of the area.  The duty applies to local planning authorities and other decision makers in 

making planning decisions on development and infrastructure proposals, as well as to other public bodies and 

statutory undertakers.  

  

It is anticipated that the government will provide guidance on how the duty should be applied in due course.  

  

In the meantime, and without prejudicing that guidance, Natural England advises that: 

• the duty to ‘seek to further’ is an active duty, not a passive one. Any relevant authority must take all 

reasonable steps to explore how the statutory purposes of the protected landscape (A National 

Park, the Broads, or an AONB) can be furthered; 

• The new duty underlines the importance of avoiding harm to the statutory purposes of protected 

landscapes but also to seek to further the conservation and enhancement of a protected landscape. 

That goes beyond mitigation and like for like measures and replacement.  A relevant authority must 

be able to demonstrate with reasoned evidence what measures can be taken to further the statutory 

purpose.  

• The proposed measures to further the statutory purposes of a protected landscape, should explore 

what is possible in addition to avoiding and mitigating the effects of the development, and should be 

appropriate, proportionate to the type and scale of the development and its implications for the area 

and effectively secured.  Natural England’s view is that the proposed measures should align with and 

help to deliver the aims and objectives of the designated landscape’s statutory management 

plan.  The relevant protected landscape team/body should be consulted. 

  



NOTES: 

 

1. Cotswolds National Landscape is the new name for the Cotswolds Areas of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty (AONB).  The new name takes forward one of the proposals of the Government-

commissioned ‘Landscapes Review’ to rename AONBs as ‘National Landscapes’. This change 

reflects the national importance of AONBs and the fact that they are safeguarded, in the national 

interest, for nature, people, business and culture. 

 

2. The name used for the organisation associated with the AONB designation is the Cotswolds 

National Landscape Board. At times this is abbreviated to National Landscape Board or The 

Board.  The legal name of the organisation remains the Cotswolds Conservation Board but this 

name is no longer used in most circumstances. 

 

3. Section 245 (Protected Landscapes) of the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55/enacted 

 

4. The documents referred to in our response can be located on the Cotswolds National Landscape 

website under the following sections 

a. Cotswolds National Landscape (CNL) Management Plan 2023-2025 

www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/management-plan 

b. Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment 

www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/lca 

c. Cotswolds AONB Landscape Strategy and Guidelines 

www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/lsg 

d. Cotswolds AONB Local Distinctiveness and Landscape Change 

www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/ldlc  

e. Cotswolds National Landscape Board Position Statements 

www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/ps1 

www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/ps2 
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