


production and storage, enabling the café to better meet demand and reducing the potential
for popular items to run out at peak times.

Given the increased size of the food preparation and service areas, an additional 22 Full Time
Equivalent (FTE) staff will be employed as a result of these works.

The proposed extension to the Backlot Café will help to maintain the Studio Tour’s
attractiveness, its excellence in customer satisfaction ratings and the length of time visitors
stay, as well as creating demand for new and repeat visits. This, combined with the increase
in staff numbers and associated economic impacts for the local area will further underpin the
considerable benefits which arise from the Studio Tour as whole.

Design, (Including Scale, Massing and Appearance)

The proposed extension is a single storey structure 6.1m tall to the highest point of the roof,
30.1m wide and 22.5m deep, which replicates the scale, massing, architectural language,
colour and profile of the existing structure. The proposed extension will have a GEA of 713.8
sq. m.

External materials on the south-east elevation have been selected to match the existing café.
Visible elements are predominantly double-glazed curtain wall and door system in Pure Grey
(RAL 000 55 00) and roof sheeting in Pure Grey (RAL 000 55 00).

Materials on the north-east elevation will match the existing adjoining kitchen and J Stage.
These consist of wall cladding in Straw (RAL 080 70 30), powder coated steel doors and
louvres in Straw (RAL 080 70 30) and powder coated flashings in Pure Grey (RAL 000 55
00).

All gutters will be in Pure Grey (RAL 000 55 00) where they are on curtain walls and Straw
(RAL 080 70 30) where they are on wall cladding, in keeping with the rest of the development.

Hard and soft landscaping in the vicinity of the extension remains unchanged by the proposal.

The proposals also include the relocation of existing and the installation of new mechanical
service plant adjacent to the kitchen area close to the adjacent multistorey car park. The
submitted Noise Assessment confirms that the noise generation arising from this relocation
would be appropriate and suitable to ensure compliance with both TRDC and National Policy.
However suggested condition wording is given which would bring any noise impacts from the
proposals into line with that on the wider Studio site.

Additionally, as part of the proposals, Solar PV panels are proposed on the existing roof to
ensure that the development accords with relevant local and national sustainability policy,
whilst reducing the climate impact arising from the Tour’s operations.

Site Access

Site access for deliveries will remain the same via the road between J stage and the multi-
storey car park. The pedestrian kerb will be extended to wrap around the new café extension.
Visitors will continue to access the extension through the existing Studio Tour.



Planning History

Since purchasing the site in 2010, WBSL has undergone considerable expansion,
improvement, and consolidation. This has led to a long and established planning history, with
multiple planning applications being approved on site since that time.

Relevant Local Planning Policy

The adopted local policy documents that apply to the proposed development are as follows:

• the TRDC Core Strategy 2011, and
• the TRDC Development Management Policies Document 2013.

From the Core Strategy 2011, Policy CP6 – Employment and Economic Development, states
that TRDC will support development that enhances the south-west Hertfordshire area’s
existing economic clusters. The proposed extension will enable the Studio Tour to better
accommodate visitor demand and lead to an increased number of staff on site. As such the
development is fully compliant with this policy.

Policy CP12 of the Core Strategy – Design of Development, reinforces the significance of
efficient use of land with respect to the distinctiveness of the area within which the building is
located. The proposed extension makes effective use of land whilst the style and materials of
the extension match the buildings which surround it.

In the TRDC Local Development Document, Site GB2 is noted as being specifically allocated
for ‘Leavesden Studio Operations.’ There is a strong connection between the Studio and the
Studio Tour, with an exceptional synergy between the two operational areas of the
Leavesden Studio site. This close association has created a distinct and unique business
where the Studio Tour is intrinsic in demonstrating the level of high-quality filmmaking that
occurs at the Studio.

TRDC also has an emerging local plan which is currently going through Part 4 of its
Regulation 18 consultation, as such weight must be given to the policies in this plan when
regarding development in the local area.

To ensure compliance with Local Policy DM4 and Building Regs 2021 Part L, Solar PV panels
are also proposed on the existing roof to ensure that appropriate climate mitigation is
established.

Section 2.48 of the emerging plan acknowledges that during the lifetime of the plan (2018 –
2038) there will be further expansion of WBSL. This proposal is a small part of the extension
of the wider site.

Preferred Policy 7 states that ‘Proposals for creative industries and the expansion of
Leavesden Studios will be supported where they are in accordance with local and national
policy.’ This application has been evidenced to be compliant with both local and national
policies and subsequently should be supported by TRDC.

Preferred Policy 8 demonstrates that all development within WBSL will be supported for
studio operations and uses. Given that the Studio Tour has long been an integral part of the
WBSL site, there is a unique synergy between the Studio and the Studio Tour in promoting
the wider UK film industry. As such the proposals are in compliance with this draft policy.




