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Our reference: 2022/08/17

Badsell Park Farm, Crittenden Road, Matfield, Kent TN12 7EW

Following a ‘Preliminary Ecological Appraisal’1 which identified the risk of bats being
present in an agricultural building (assessed as having low suitability for roosting bats),
KB Ecology Ltd was commissioned to undertake night-time bat surveys.

The Bat Conservation Trust’s guidelines provide a table stating the ‘minimum number of
presence/absence survey visits required to provide confidence in negative preliminary
roost assessment from buildings, built structures and trees in summer.

Due to the late date of appointment, one night-time bat survey was undertaken at the
end of September by two surveyors (M Austin2 and P Austin3) using Bat Box Duet /
Batscanner / Anabat Express bat detectors4. Nightscopes with infra-red light were also
used.

1 Report by KB Ecology, dated 8th November 2022 / Ref No 2022/08/17
2 12 years’ experience in bat surveys
3 first survey season
4 All surveyors were able to take recordings of bat species in either frequency division or full spectrum
formats and were equipped with a bat detector that could produce audible bat calls during the survey. Also,
at least one experienced surveyor was present on all of the surveys.
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No bats were seen emerging from the building during the survey. Only a low number of
common pipistrelle and soprano pipistrelle bats were seen and heard commuting and
foraging.

This means that the building was not used as a roost at the time of survey.

It is thus recommended that, prior to conversion works starting, an updated night-time
bat survey be carried out between May and August to confirm these findings.
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Detailed Results:

South West corner of agricultural building
Time Species* Activity**

19:13 45pi p F from the  woodl a nd to the  s outh, then ea s twa rds  over bui l di ng

19:17 onwa rds 45pi p F i ntermi ttent fa i nt fora gi ng

19:44 55pi p C 1 pa s s  from the  wes t

common pip 45 pi p

soprano pip 55 pi p

Comments

**'S' = s een; 'NS' = not s een

Air Temperature (°C) at End of
Survey

10

Sunset 18:46 Sunrise

Site Name and Building Number
Ba ds e l l  Pa rk Fa rm, Cri ttenden Roa d,
Ma tfi e l d, Tonbri dge, TN12 7EW

Surveyor Name / Equipment
Mega n Aus tin/Ba tbox Duet a nd Ana ba t
Expres s  D1

Weather Conditions 80% cl oud, no wi nd (0) Date 27.09.2022

Start Time 18:31 Finish Time 20:16

Air Temperature (°C) at Start of Survey 12

North East corner of agricultural building
Time Species* Activity**

19:00-19:20 45pip F with s ocia l  ca l l s , continuous  fora ging overhea d a nd a long woodla nd edge, from north

19:50 onwa rds 45pip F with s ocia l  ca l l s , intermittent fora ging a long woodla nd edge

Site Name and Building Number
Ba ds el l  Pa rk Fa rm, Cri ttenden
Roa d, Ma tfie ld, Tonbridge, TN12

Surveyor Name / Equipment
Peter Aus tin/Elekon Ba ts ca nner
a nd Ana ba t Expres s  D2

Weather Conditions 80% cloud, no wind (0) Date 27.09.2022

Start Time 18:31 Finish Time 20:16

Air Temperature (°C) at
Start of Survey

12
Air Temperature (°C) at
End of Survey

10

Sunset 18:46 Sunrise

Comments

X Surveyor

Surveyor X


