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DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEM ENT
FO R ALTERATIO NS TO 1LITTLEHAY ROAD, CO WLEY , OXFORD

Site Context/ The Proper ty:

1Littlehay Road is situated in the Cowley area of Oxford to the southeast of the
city. It has good b us connections to the city centre with the nearest b us stop
located nearby on the Oxford Road.

The Cowley area of Oxford is made up of a mix of d iƋerent types of dwellings
that are of var ious ages. These are mainly p r ivately owned and rented. There is
also some social housing. There is also a mix of residential and commercial
p roper ty.

Littlehay Road is oƋ Oxford Road. The ap p lication site is not far from Cowley
Centre and the p olice station. At around a ½ mile walk away, Cowley Centre has
b oth an indoor shopp ing complex known as Temp lars Sq uare and across the
road, the John Allen Centre, a d evelopment of larger stores oƋ a sq uare
p ar king area. Also a shor t walk away is Florence Park, a large p ar k, large
enough in order to turn a visit into a full d ays’ enter tainment. The house is
therefore situated in a q uiet yet super convenient location. Littlehay Road
p rovides as access to the Florence Park housing estate, though access has
b een restr icted to p ed estr ian and b icycle access only. Littlehay Road is made
up of mainly 1930s ter raced housing. Number 1 was ad d ed along with the
ad joining semi-detached house in the late 1950s as homes for Police Oƌ cers
and their families. O p p osite there are some terraced houses of Victor ian era.
There are also some moder n b lock of ap ar tments at the end of the road where
it joins Oxford Road that would p robab ly have b een b uilt in the 1960s or 70s.

The p roper ty itself is a semi-detached house set over 2 floors with 3-4
b ed rooms.
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Th e fa mily have
ou tg ro wn th e p ro p erty and wish to extend over th e sid e extensio n in ord er
th a t th e ch ildre n can each have th eir own ro oms, wh ic h wou ld help with th eir
men ta l hea lth. Sp ace aro und th e p ro p erty is somewh a t limited so it is hop ed
to en la rg e th e p ro p erty withou t a b ig in cre ase in th e size o f th e fo o tp rint.Th e
p ro p ertyhad b een p u rc hased by my clien t's fa mily in 2008.

Pla nn in g Histo ry:

Th ere have b een va rious Pla nn in g Ap p lications th a t have b een re co rd ed on
th e Oxford City Co uncil p la nn in g re g is te r. Perm issio n was gra n te d fo r numb ers
1and 3 b ack in 1957. Th ere were a coup le o f ap p lications fo r ga ra ges in th e
1960s. Perm issio n was gra n te d fo r th e sin g le sto re y sid e and fron t extensio ns in
1987. Fina lly in 2007 th ere were two ap p lications th a t re la te d to sub d ivisio n in to
ap artmen ts . Th ese were b oth re fu sed .

Th e Prop osa l:

It is p ro p osed to extend to th e first flo or over th e sid e/ fron t extensio n . It wou ld
b e p ossib le to ad d ano th er b ed ro om and b a th ro om. Th is will help p ro vide fo r
th e g ro wing yo unger and ab le b od ied fa mily wh om are currently having to
share b ed ro oms and one b a th ro om. It is p ro p osed th a t th ere will b e a new
small g ro und flo or re a r lo b by such th a t th e re a r access can b e b etter used fo r
wh eel cha irs etc .

No rm ally any new sid e extensio n wou ld need to re ad as b ein g sub servient.
Ho wever in th is in sta nce wh ere by th e sid e extensio n currently p ro jectsfu rther
fo rward th an th e main fron t wa ll it is hop ed th a t th is can continue to th e
up p er level. It wou ld make th in gs much more comp lica te d structu ra lly if th is
need ed to b e set b ack. As numb er 1Littlehay Road is th e first on th e Road and
comes next to a b u ildin g with a gab le th a t is fu rther fo rward , it wou ld no t b e in
fron t o f th e esta b lished b u ildin g line (see im age on th e next p age). Th ere is a
re a l va rietyo f housin g and types, as such it wou ld no t b e ou t o f p la ce un like if
it were a situation wh ere by th ere is a street o f id entica l type p a irs o f
semi-deta ched houses. Nu mb ers1and 3 are no lo nger sym metrica l to each
o th er d ue to th e fa ct th a t numb er 1has an ad d ed fron t extensio n with b ay
wind ow and sid e extensio n . It is p ro p osed th a t th e ro o f will con tinue over th e
sid e extensio n and fea tu re a gab le from th a t ad d re sses b oth th e street a t th e
fron t and re a r ga rd en .

Th e p ro p osed extensio n wou ld b e b u ilt in mate rials to matc h th e existing .
Walls wou ld b e in matc h in g fa c in g b ricks . Roofs wou ld b e in gre y/ b ro wn
in te rlocking p an tiles to matc h th ose on th e main ro o f. Wind ows and d oors
wou ld b e in wh ite UPVC with g la zing b ars to matc h th e existing . Rain wa te r
good s wou ld b e in b la ck UPVC. Th e p ro p osed extensio n wou ld b e a d is ta nce
away from any neig hb ou r such th a t it will no t aƋect anyo ne.
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O verlooking and d ayligh t issues:

In te rm s o f overlooking , th ere wou ld b e fron t and re a r fa c in g wind ows a t first
flo or level th a t are clea r g la zed . Th e re a r wind ow wou ld overlook th e ga rd en
and BP gara ge sto re ro o f. Th ere wou ld b e a sid e fa c in g b a th ro om wind ow th a t
wou ld b e ob scure g la zed . As th e p ro p osed extensio n is some d is ta nce away
from any neig hb oursap art from th e Lo nd is shop to th e BP gara ge th ere wou ld
b e no issues re la ting to lo ss o f d aylight. Th e ro o f to th e gara ge fea tu re s no
wind ows th a t fa ce th e ap p lication site. Th ere are a coup le o f small wind ows a t
g ro und flo or level, wh ic h are likely to serve sta Ƌ to ilets or a sto re ro om or
someth in g . In any case th ere will b e no re a l ligh t lo ss aƋecting th ese and th ey
are no t to a p rincip a l ro om.

Access (veh ic le p arking ):

Th ere is no change to veh ic le access to th e p ro p erty. Th ere is oƋ-street
p arking fo r up to 3 veh ic les. Bins and b ic yc les can a lso b e sto re d a ro und th e
sid e and re a r o f th e p ro p ertyor within th e ou tb u ildin g as is currently th e case.
O ccup ancy levels and th e numb er o f carsare no t exp ecte d to in cre ase.

Su sta in ab ility:

Th e extensio ns wou ld b e b u ilt to a good sta nd ard and th e p ro p ertywill b e fu lly
comp lian t with th e la te st Bu ildin g Regu la tions Stand ard s. As fo r th e existing
p arts, th ough in good cond ition , th ey wou ld b e ca re fu lly re fu rb ished wh ere
necessaryand b ro ugh t up to curren t sta nd a rd s, in te rm s o f hea t lo sses and
wh ere ver p ossib le , in su la tion wou ld b e ad d ed and th ic kened up in ord er to
p erformb etter th erm a lly.
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The contractor will b e encouraged to responsibly source local mater ials and
use energy eƌ cient lighting. They will also b e advised to show a commitment
to employ the b est p ractice, site management p r inciples.

The existing shrub s that are on the site in the b ack and front gardens are to
b e retained wherever p ossible with ad d itional p lanting used toenhance the
ecological value of the site wherever ap p ropr iate.

The health and well b eing of the residents will b e satisfactory by the p rovision
of ad eq uate levels of d aylight, sunlight, lower heating b ills d ue to ad d itional
insulation wherever p ossible and fur ther visual improvements to p r ivate
external sp ace.

Basic b uilding elements of construction will b e from responsibly sourced
mater ials as will finishing elements.

Tree Survey, Agr icultural Statement:

We b elieve this is not ap p licable to the p roject. No trees will b e aƋected.

Rights of Way and Countryside Access:

There are no r ights of way that are aƋected by the p roposals and no change
to, or ob struction of walking, cycling and r id ing resources or countryside
access.

Flood Risk Assessment:

According to the Environment Agency’s flood r isk maps, the p roper tyd oes not
lie within areas of flooding from r ivers or sea without d efenses or areas of
extreme flooding. It lies just outside areas where ground water flooding has
b een id entified.

Cr ime and community safety:

Due to increased levels of natural surveillance, alterations to the dwelling are
expected to have either a p ositive eƋect on community safety.
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Bio d iver sity:

We b elieve th a t th is is no t ap p licab le to th is p ro ject.

H er itage Sta te ment:

We b elieve th a t th is is no t ap p licab le to th is p ro ject.

Fou l Wate r :

To re main as exis ting .

Su r fa ce Wate r :

There wou ld b e a new soakaway in th e rear ga rd en fo r th e small in fill exte nsio n
to th e g ro und flo or.

Conclu sio n :

To conclu d e, th e changes to th is p ro p er tyin th e area o f Cowley, Oxfo rd wou ld
no t have a d etr im en ta l eƋec t on any o f th e neig hb o r in g p ro p er ties o r on th e
area as a wh o le. The fir st flo or exte nsio n has b een ca re fu lly d esig ned in such
a way th a t it shou ld comp lement/ enhance th e ap p ea ra nce o f th e exis ting
house and im p ro ve up on th e cha ra cte r o f th e lo ca lity. There shou ld b e
min im a l over lo okin g and th e p ro p osed a ltera tions/ shou ld no t aƋec t th e
amen ity levels o f th e neig hb o r in g houses. M y clientswish to im p ro ve th e house
fo r th eir own b enefit in o rd er to createa more usab le sp ace fo r a
mu lti-genera tiona l la rg e fa mily as well as th e ca re r s. Changes p ro p osed wou ld
a lso b enefit any fu tu re occup antsin th e much lo nger te r m.


