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Homeowner Information Pack  
 
The following information is provided as required by a planning condition relating to Planning permission 22/00757/OUT 

Condition 7 

  

It provides information on the sensitivity of nearby Morecambe Bay and alternative locations to enjoy the countryside. 
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Welcome to your new home. The information contained in this pack is provided to inform you about the environmentally sensitive nature of the nearby 
estuary which is part of Morecambe Bay.  
 
Information within this pack will inform you of why the estuary is sensitive and how you can help maintain its wildlife value . Recreational activities and 
walking routes in the local area which will not impact upon the estuary are provided. Please help us conserve Morecambe Bay and follow the countryside and 
seaside code.  
 
Morecambe Bay is located on the Irish Sea coast of north-west England. It is one of the largest estuary systems in the UK and is fed by five main river channels 
(the Leven, Kent, Keer, Lune and Wyre) which drain through the sand and mud exposed at low tide.  
 
Mussel beds and banks of shingle (stones) are present, and locally there are rocky outcrops. The whole estuary is dynamic, wi th shifting channels and phases 
of erosion and deposition affecting the sands and surrounding Saltmarshes. The mud contains an abundance of food that supports many of the waterbirds 
using the Bay. The capacity of the Bay to support large numbers of birds derives from these rich food sources together with a djacent freshwater wetlands, 
fringing saltmarshes and saline lagoons, as well as dock structures and shingle banks that provide secure places for birds to rest at high tide. The site is of 
European importance throughout the year for a wide range of bird species. In summer, areas of shingle and sand hold breeding populations of terns, whilst 
very large numbers of geese, ducks and waders not only overwinter, but (especially for waders) also use the site in spring and autumn migration periods.  
 
The Bay is of particular importance during migration periods for waders moving up the west coast of Britain in spring and autumn. It is recommended that 
visits to the alternative sites promoted within this pack are made to avoid visiting/the estuary during  the bird nesting season and when large flocks of birds 
are feeding in winter. Whilst the birds are in the area they will need to be able to rest & feed, disruption to this by peopl e can have potential impacts on 
birds. Impacts may include reducing the amount of feeding time available from begin required to be more alert or taking flight due to threats perceived by 
people nearby.  
 
We would advise you avoid visiting the estuary between the months of September to March (Overwintering birds) and May to July (Nesting birds). We would 
advise that you should keep a distance from flocks of birds to avoid walking towards any birds. Please be alert to any change in birds behaviours ie. keeping 
their heads up, scanning around the area or stopping feeding the people should move away from the birds to prevent further di sturbance  
 

If you wish to explore open spaces we would suggest you visit Warton Cragg or Leighton Moss just a short walk or driveaway. Information on walks in these 

areas is included in this pack.  
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The seaside code  
The seaside is a great place to visit and enjoy, but it can be dangerous if you don't take care while you're there. By following the seaside code you can 

stay safe and healthy and also ensure that you leave all the plants and animals as you found them for others to enjoy. Please respect the coast and the 

plants and animals that live there.  
Leave them alone  

• • Any animal or plant that you find on the coast can only live there. Please leave things where you find them, and don't take them home.  

• • Stones and pebbles on the beach look very attractive, but they are there for a reason. Removing stones from the beach will harm the many 
plants, animals and birds that live and feed amongst them.  

 

Watch the tide  

• • Stay safe by making sure that someone knows where you are going and when you are due back, and keep to this plan.  

• • Make sure you know the tide times and keep checking so you don't get cut off as the tide comes in.  

• • If you are going to swim, make sure you stay close to the beach and never jump from the breakwaters.  
 

Dog owners  
• • Please keep your dog under control. At some times during the year, you and your dog may disturb nesting or feeding birds.  

• • Please take note of any signs and help to look after the local wildlife.  

• • If you see dog foul left on the beach please report it.  

 
Mind your step  

• • Sand dunes are a fragile habitat and are also protected in the area. Help look after them by using paths and boardwalks, and by parking in 

marked bays.  
 

Healthy and happy  
• • Stay healthy by washing your hands after playing on the beach, and especially before you have anything to eat.  

• • Help the birds and animals stay alive by taking your litter home with you and clearing up after your dog. Discarded rubbish can kill!  

 

Calling for help  

If you see someone in difficulty at sea please dial 999 and ask for the coastguard.   
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Tell them:  
• • What you have seen  

• • Where you have seen it  

• • Where you are telephoning from  

• • When you found the problem  

• • Who you are  
 

Do not enter the water unless you are trained to do so! 
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Your house is here. 

Nearby 

recreational 

footpaths 

Morecambe Bay 
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