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THE SITE 
The site is located on the southern side of Sway Road, within the Green Belt and close to the boundary with the New Forest National Park.

Although Sway Road is a relatively busy road, the site is bordered by open fields and arable farmland and the other properties along this part of the road, enjoy large open plots.

There is a modest, chalet bungalow currently on the site, one of the smaller properties within this part of Sway Road. The house is screened from the road by tall hedging and is bounded on the other 2 sides by 1.8m high close boarded fencing.  To the rear are the open fields.  It is a private with its own parking/turning, and with a garden area to the rear of the building and existing outbuilding located along the north-south boundary.
PLANNING HISTORY

The property has an extensive recent Planning history.  The exact same scheme applied for here has already been agreed with the Planners using a combination of Householder Applications for the changes as Extensions ref: 
23/10811 – single storey rear Extension (revised
23/10855 – upwards Extension (revised)
23/10394 – single storey rear Extension
23/10332 – upwards Extension
23/10669 - Porch

The owner would like to build the house using a SIP (structural insulated panel) system to optimise its energy performance and carbon footprint, and that is why we are now applying for the changes under one umbrella, using a Full Plans Application for a new build.

THE PROPOSAL
This latest application seeks consent to erect the exact same scheme, in the exact same position on the site, but built as a new house following demolition of the existing chalet bungalow.

Although the scheme applied for here exceeds the 30% floor space increase allowed within the Policy, the exact same scheme has already been given planning consent as a series of Extensions.  There is no additional floorspace applied for here.

The proposal is for a 3 bedroom house, the same width as the existing chalet bungalow on the site, with a single storey element to the rear and windows at first floor level in very similar positions to those already in the chalet bungalow.

There are no side facing windows proposed and there will be no detrimental impact to the amenity of the properties either side.

SPACIAL ASPECTS
The new house sits over the same slab as the existing property on the site, meaning that it is no wider than the current house and ensuring the gaps either side of the property are retained.  This enables glimpses to be seen into and out through to the green spaces surrounding the site.

The new house is taller than the current chalet, however the new ridge height brings it in line with the heights of the full height houses which flank it on either side.  This makes the proposal less conspicuous than the present small bungalow.

The existing driveway at the front of the property is to be retained, ensuring adequate off-street parking and that cars are able to turn within the site, and manoeuvre out onto Sway Road in a forward gear.

CONCLUSION
The size, scale and design of the replacement dwelling has already been agreed in principle.

The change to allow the construction of the replacement dwelling as a new build SIP structure offers the opportunity to build a far more energy efficient home, with better structural integrity and eco-friendly credentials, which will blend effortlessly into the semi-rural character of the area, enhance the quality of the street scene and preserve the openness of the Green Belt.


