Design and Access Statement for the conversion of the existing changing rooms to a Café at Weston Turville Village Hall, School Approach, Weston Turville, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP22 5RW.
1.0) Introduction;

1.1) This statement forms part of the planning application submitted to Buckinghamshire Council for the repurposing of the existing changing rooms to a Café at Weston Turville Village Hall, Weston Turville, Aylesbury, Bucks.
2.0) Description of proposal;

2.1) This application for full planning permission is for the conversion of the existing sports changing rooms to a Café. 
3.0) Site Location and context;

3.1) The site is located off Main Street within the village of Weston Turville. The site is not within the Green Belt or an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty nor is it within Weston Turville Conservation Area.
4.0) Relevant Planning History; 
4.1) 93/02086/APP – Provision of changing rooms - Approved.

4.2) 15/01632/APP – Extension to existing car park and relocation of existing play space – Approved 12/08/2015.
4.3) 15/A1632/DIS – Submission of details pursuant to Condition 3 (details of play equipment) and Condition 4 (timing of the first use of the play equipment) relating to planning permission 15/01632/APP – Satisfies requirements.

4.4) 17/03935/APP - Extension of the Village Hall to provide new changing facilities including referees changing room and conversion of existing changing rooms to a meeting room; office; kitchen and WC for the Parish Council. – Approved 13/12/2017.
4.5) 19/01430/APP – Erection of concrete skate park and multi-use games area – Withdrawn.
4.6) 21/00838/ACL – Application for a lawful development certificate for the provision of a skate park, pétanque court, multi-use games area & relocated children’s play area with accessible pathways. – Certificate granted.
4.7) 23/00049/CPL – Certificate of lawfulness for proposed temporary café unit – Withdrawn. 

5.0) Design matters
5.1) The concept of the proposed Café considered the views of the local community, following a public consultation carried out in December 2022, where an overwhelming 88% of respondents were in support of the proposal to provide a café at the hall.
5.2) The Parish Council were advised by the Local Planning Authority that a standalone building to house a Café would not be appropriate and unlikely to be supported by the LPA. As part of these consultations the LPA suggested repurposing part of the existing building.
5.3) The Parish Council has considered many different options and came to the decision to repurpose the unused changing rooms, which would address the issue underutilised space at the village hall.
5.4) The proposed Café makes use of the extension built in 2019, originally designed to provide changing room facilities for football teams using Weston Turville football pitches. However, the pitches have been leased to junior teams, that in this age group, do not use the changing rooms which have been left empty and used.

5.5) Repurposing the existing changing rooms make an ideal area for a café with minimal external changes to the fabric of the building. 
5.6) Changes to the fenestration will include bi-fold fully glazed doors to the rear of the building overlooking the playing fields and outside seating area. The existing high-level windows will be retained to provide additional light.
6.0) Access, Highways and Car Parking
6.1) There are no proposed changes to the existing access or car parking arrangements that were approved and implemented under application No.15/01632/APP. 
6.2) A total of 52 car parking spaces plus a further 4 No. disabled car parking spaces are currently available. 
6.3) This provision equates to approximately one space per 3 visitors based upon maximum of 150 persons/visitors in line with national planning policy guidance for D2 assembly and leisure facilities. 
7.0) Landscaping & Enclosure;
7.1) There are no proposed changes to the existing landscaping arrangements other than the provision of paving, for outdoor seating and the making good of the paving immediately adjacent the proposed Café.
8.0) Conclusion;

8.1) The proposal for a Café and repurposing of the existing changing rooms will make use of an underutilised building supporting the general principles of sustainability i.e, by reusing an existing building.
8.2) The proposed Café will support local business and provide job opportunities for local people.

8.3) The Café will provide a valuable space for residents to meet, strengthen the sense of community, and attract people from outside the village using the facilities at the hall.

8.4) The proposed Café will provide many social / economic benefits to the local community.
8.5) The proposed Café has received the support of the Parish Council and we trust that Buckinghamshire Council will support the community facility improvements.
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