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Plaque text:

LODGE ST. JAMES NO 171
 
ERECTED IN 1816 AS A 
MEETING PLACE FOR THE 
DEANSTON FRIENDLY 
SOCIETY, THE DOUNE 
SOCIETY OF APRONMEN 
AND THE FREEMASONS OF 
DOUNE. THE FIRST MASTER 
OF LODGE ST. JAMES 171 
(FOUNDED 1789) WAS DR. 
JAMES MCGILL, A STAGE 
DOCTOR WHO SOLD PATENT 
REMEDIES AT LOCAL FAIRS. 
IT IS SAID THAT DURING A 
DOUNE FAIR HE WALKED A 
TIGHTROPE BETWEEN TWO 
CHIMNEY STACKS OVER 
THE MERCAT CROSS. 
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