


Planning Policy and Need

In December 2023, the DCLG published the latest version of the ‘Planning Policy
for Traveller Sites’ (PPTS), albeit the only change from the August 2015 version
was the change in the definition of a gypsy. This document provides up to date
Government policy for Traveller Sites which includes Travelling Showpeople’s
sites. The Government’s overarching aim is to ensure fair and equal treatment
for travellers, in a way that facilitates their traditional and nomadic way of life
while respecting the interests of the settled community.

Paragraph 24 states that local planning authorities should consider the
following issues amongst other relevant matters when considering planning
applications for traveller sites:

(a) the existing level of local provision and need for sites

(b) the availability (or lack) of alternative accommodation for the applicant

(c) other personal circumstances of the applicant

(d) that the locally specific criteria used to guide the location of sites in plans or
which form the policy where there is no identified need for pitches/plots
should be used to assess applications that may come forward on
unallocated sites

(e) that they should determine applications for sites from any travellers and not
just those with local connections

Paragraph 25 requires LPAs to “strictly limit new traveler site development in
open countryside that is away from existing settlements”

Paragraph 27 makes clear “If a local planning authority cannot demonstrate an
up-to-date five year supply of deliverable sites, this should be a significant
material consideration in any subsequent planning decision when considering
applications for the grant of temporary planning permission.”

Paragraph 28 states that “the policy set out in paragraph 25 only applies to
applications for temporary planning permission for traveller sites made 12
months after this policy comes into force.”

Amongst other identified aims in respect of traveller sites, Paragraph 4 of the PPTS
document requires that local authorities should make their own assessment of need
for the purpose of planning, and increase the number of traveller sites in
appropriate locations with planning permission.

It is clear that the principle of travelling showpeople sites in this location have been
deemed to be acceptable by the LPA – illustrate by the various planning permissions
that have been granted to establish what exists today.



Chichester Need / Supply

LP Policy 36: Planning for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople sets out the
need for pitches and plots for the period up to 2027. The evidence base for this
policy is the Coastal West Sussex Authority Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling
Showpeople Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) (April 2013), which has now been
superseded by two subsequent GTAAs. It is for this reason that it is out of date
combined with the failure of the policy to address the need. This can be
demonstrated by a comparison of tables. In the current local plan at Table 17.2
there is the following identified need:

This compares to Figure 11 in the December 2022 GTAA which has the following
identified need, excluding those not falling within the definition:

When one includes those not meeting the definition [ie included Lisa Smith cases]
the overall figure for the plan period increases to 40 and for the years 2022-2026 to
24. This means there is an immediate need for 24 pitches.

Given the age of the policy and the inclusion of pitch/plot requirements which have
been superseded by 2 subsequent GTAAs then clearly consideration needs to be
given to how up-to-date the policy remains. Not surprisingly this issue has been
considered in a number of appeals. It appears that it is fairly well established that
the pitch/plot targets within the policy are out-of-date and that the latest evidence
should form the basis for assessing the level of need.

Need for Plots

A revised Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Assessment
(GTAA) (2022) has been produced as part of the evidence base for the emerging
Local Plan 2021-2039. This has identified a requirement for a further 33 plots for
travelling showpeople who meet the planning definition (as per PPTS) in the period
2022-2039, with an immediate requirement for 22 plots to be provided in the
period 2022-2026. There is also an additional need for 7 further plots which the
GTAA identifies as ‘undetermined’ need. Consequently, the emerging Plan assumes
that the whole need ought to be consolidated and that all of this will need to be met
through the provision of suitable plots, meaning the overall need level is in essence
40 plots up to 2039, with 24 being needed within the first 5 years.
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