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County Hall  Beverley  East Riding of Yorkshire  HU17 9BA  Telephone (01482) 393939 

www.eastriding.gov.uk 

Stephen Hunt  Head of Planning and Development Management 

 
 

SEGL2 Consents Lead (Onshore) 
FAO Mr David Ritchie 
National Grid 
4th Floor 
Crossgates House 
Crossgates 
Leeds 
West Yorkshire 
LS15 8DU 

Your Ref:  
Our Ref: 21/00600/EIASCR 
Enquiries to: Matthew Sunman 
E-Mail: matthew.sunman@eastriding.gov.uk 
Tel. Direct: (01482) 393735 
Date: 08th April 2021 

Dear Mr Ritchie 
 

Screening Opinion for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Onshore components located in the East Riding, of a proposed High Voltage Direct 
Current (HVDC) electricity link between Peterhead in Aberdeenshire and Drax in North 
Yorkshire 

At: 65KM of underground cable just north of Fraisthorpe in the north east to the River 
Ouse adjacent to Drax in the south west of the East Riding of Yorkshire. 

 

I refer to your email dated 11th February 2021.  I am writing to provide you with a screening 
opinion of the Local Planning Authority (LPA) under S.5 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017 for the above 
proposal (see attached). 

Given its understanding of the site environment and the development proposal at the time of 
writing, the LPA considers that the development proposal would comprise EIA development.  As 
such, the LPA asks you to undertake an EIA of the development proposal and submit an 
Environmental Statement with the application for planning permission. 

Yours Sincerely 

 

A. Wainwright 

 

Andy Wainwright 

Strategic Development Services Manager 

 

Enc. 

 



SCREENING OPINION 

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA): 

Onshore components located in the East Riding, of a proposed High Voltage Direct 
Current (HVDC) electricity link between Peterhead in Aberdeenshire and Drax in North 

Yorkshire 

At: 65KM of underground cable from just north of Fraisthorpe in the north east to the 
River Ouse adjacent to Drax in the south west of the East Riding of Yorkshire 

 

Introduction 

 

The purpose of this document is to provide a Screening Opinion on the need for an EIA in relation 
to the above development proposal. It therefore provides an outline of relevant legislation and 
guidance, as well as the Local Planning Authority's (LPA's) interpretation and application of this 
legislation and guidance in the case concerned.   

 

Relevant Legislation and Guidance 

 

The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2017 require the submission of an Environmental Statement (ES) with applications 
for planning permission for "EIA development".   

 
The 2017 Regulations differentiate two types of EIA development - Schedule 1 and Schedule 2.  
Schedule 1 development (and changes/extensions thereto) is EIA development and therefore 
requires an EIA.  Schedule 2 development (and changes/extensions thereto) is only EIA 
development if - in the opinion of the LPA - it is likely to have significant effects on the 
environment by virtue of factors such as size, nature or location.   
 
In seeking to determine whether the Schedule 2 development comprises EIA development, the 
LPA is required by the Regulations to take into account the criteria as set out in Schedule 3 (i.e. 
selection criteria for screening Schedule 2 development):  
 
1. Characteristics of development (e.g. size, cumulation, use of natural resources, waste 

production, pollution and nuisances, risk of accidents); 
 
2. Location of development (i.e. environmental sensitivity with regard to existing land use, 

relative abundance and regenerative capacity of natural resources in area, absorption 
capacity of the natural environment - and in particular areas such as wetlands, coastal 
zones, nature resources, densely populated areas etc); 

 
3. Characteristics of the potential impact (i.e. the potential significant effects of development 

in relation to the extent, magnitude, complexity, probability, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of the impact concerned).   

 
Statutory Guidance 
 
The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) provides guidance to LPA's on the 
interpretation and implementation of the 2017 Regulations.   
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In order to help LPA's determine the need for EIA of a development proposal, the NPPG 
(Paragraph 030) provides a flow chart with five tests ("the fivefold test") as follows:- 
 
1. Is the development type listed in Schedule 1? 
 
2. Is the development type listed in column one of Schedule 2? 
 
3. If it is Schedule 2 development, is it located in a sensitive area? 
 
4. If it is Schedule 2 development, but is not in a sensitive area, does it meet any of the 

relevant thresholds and/or criteria in column two of Schedule 2? 
 
5. If it is Schedule 2 development (and is either in a sensitive area or meets one of the relevant 

thresholds and criteria in Schedule 3), is it likely to have significant effects on the 
environment?   

 
The NPPG includes at paragraph 058 an Annex on Indicative Screening Thresholds, to aid the 
LPA in assessing whether a project is likely to have significant environmental effects. The table 
also gives an indication of the types of impact that are most likely to be significant for particular 
types of development. 
 

Application of Legislation and Guidance to the Development Project 

Applying the "fivefold test" to the development project set out above, it can be concluded that: 
 
a. The development is not a Schedule 1 development.  
 
b. The development is not a Schedule 2 development. 
 
c. The site is partially located within and in close proximity to sensitive areas as defined within 

the 2017 Regulations. 
 
d. The development does not meet or exceed schedule 2 criteria and thresholds.   
 
e. The proposed development would give rise to significant effects on the environment 

within the meaning of the 2017 Regulations and the associated guidance. Please see below 
for the Local Planning Authority’s reasons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Discussion 
 
Taking into the account Schedule 2 development, guidance in the NPPG regarding sensitive areas, 
the selection criteria at Schedule 3 of the 2017 Regulations and the advice at Paragraph 58 of the 
NPPG, the Screening Opinion of the LPA is that the proposed development within the East 
Riding of Yorkshire does comprise EIA development. 
 
National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) and Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks 
(SSEN) are developing proposals for a new subsea High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) link 
between Peterhead in Aberdeenshire, Scotland and Drax in Selby, England. 
 
With East Riding of Yorkshire, the Project will comprise the following works from above Mean 
Low Water Springs (MLWS) near Fraisthorpe to the River Ouse where the proposed route enters 
Selby District: 
 

 A landfall which where is the onshore and offshore cable routes are joined together at a 
transition joint pit (TJP). This requires a temporary working area of up to 100m by 100m 
for temporary laydown and storage as well as Horizontal Directional Drill (HDD) setup. 
The TJP would be located approximately 200m inland from MLWS. All land temporarily 
affected by installation works would be reinstated following completion of the Project. 

 Installation of two HVDC cables in a single trench approximately 65km long by 1.5m wide 
by 1.5m deep from a landfall at Fraisthorpe Beach to the River Ouse. Works would occur 
within a temporary construction corridor up to 40m wide. It is expected that the majority 
of the HVDC cables will be installed by direct burial, however, at certain locations such as 
major roads, watercourses and railway lines the HVDC cables may be installed by 
trenchless methods such as HDD. In addition to the working corridor there would be a 
need for temporary construction facilities along the route including compounds and 
laydown areas. All land temporarily affected by installation works would be reinstated 
following completion of the Project. 

 
There are a number of waterbodies crossed by the alignment, including main rivers The Earl’s 
Dike, Kelk Beck, Naffeton Beck, River Hull, Driffield Canal, Skerne Beck, Back Delfin, River 
Foulness, Commonend Drain and the River Ouse. 
 
The English Onshore Scheme crosses the River Hull Headwaters Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) at Kelk Beck (Great Kelk) and the River Hull (Wansford). Both of these crossings would 
be via Horizontal Directional Drill (HDD).  The site does lie within and close to a sensitive area 
as defined within Part 2(1) of the Regulations at these points.  
 
In sensitive areas the NPPG states 
 
“The more environmentally sensitive the location, the more likely it is that the effects on the environment will be 
significant and will require an Environmental Impact Assessment. Certain designated sites are defined in regulation 
2(1) as sensitive areas and the thresholds and criteria in the second column of the table in Schedule 2 are not applied. 
All developments in, or partly in, such areas should be screened”.  These include Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI’s) and the key test is if the proposed development would result in a significant effect. 
 
In this case the proposed development forms part of a larger project that will transport energy 
(electricity) harnessed solely from wind power.  Because part of the site is within and close 
proximity to SSSI’s it is required to be screened in accordance with advice from the NPPG.  
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The NPPG also states an Environmental Impact Assessment is more likely to be required if the project affects 
the features for which the sensitive area was designated…… It will be necessary to judge whether the likely effects 
on the environment of that particular development will be significant in that particular location…..  In practice, the 
likely environmental effects………will often be such as to require an Environmental Impact Assessment if 
development is to be located in or close to sensitive sites. 
 
The headwaters of the River Hull are nationally important as the most northerly chalk stream 
system in Britain. Also of interest within the site are areas of riverside grassland, woodland and 
fen; remnants of habitats formerly more widespread but now limited in distribution due to 
agricultural and urban development. 
 
The slow flowing Kelk Beck is characterised by lesser waterparsnip and mare’s-tail.  Riverbed 
conditions, associated with a slow flow rate, support a more varied aquatic flora with species.  
Areas of species-rich wet grassland and fen occur notably between Driffield and Wansford. 
 
Among several areas of wet woodland within the site are extensive areas of alder and willow carr 
associated with the fen systems at Kelleythorpe Marsh, on the island at Bell Mills and on Kelk 
Beck. 
 
Invertebrate fauna of the river appears to be typical of a northern chalk stream, and includes locally 
uncommon species of mayfly and snail. 
 
The river valley supports a diverse breeding bird community, including several waders such as 
lapwing, snipe and redshank, wildfowl, particularly mallard and mute swan, together with yellow 
wagtail, sedge warbler, reed warbler, reed bunting and many more widely occurring species. 
 
The River Hull Headwaters are very sensitive to disturbance and there is insufficient information 
provided with the application to rule out a significant effect and is therefore likely from the 
proposed development to this very sensitive site.  Whilst the proposed trench dug to hold the 
cable will be 1.5 metres deep by 1.5 metres wide; the temporary construction corridor is larger up 
to 40 metres wide. 
 
The NPPG also states – “In certain cases, local designations which are not included in the definition of “sensitive 
areas”, but which are nonetheless environmentally sensitive, may also be relevant in determining whether an 
assessment is required”. 
 
In this case, east of the landfall location the English Onshore Scheme crosses the deleted 
Fraisthorpe Beach Local Wildlife Site (LWS). This would be crossed via HDD and any direct 
impacts to this site would be avoided. Other crossings or interactions with locally designated areas 
include: Little Kelk Grassland, Golden Hill Wood, Bustard Nest Wood, Bainton Balk, Old Dale 
Plantation, Etton-Gardham Disused Railway, Spring Dale, Asselby Disused Railway – all of which 
are LWSs. These sites are either ‘Deleted’ or ‘Historic’ sites with the exception of Etton-Gardham 
Disused Railway (Designated) and Spring Dale (Candidate). The Etton-Gardham Disused Railway 
is also the location of the Hudson’s Way Local Nature Reserve (LNR). 
 
 
 



Again, whilst these Local Wildlife Sites are not sensitive sites, there is insufficient information at 
this stage to confirm a significant effect can be ruled out and is therefore likely bearing in mind 
the proposed trench dug to hold the cable will be 1.5 metres deep by 1.5 metres wide and the 
temporary construction corridor is up to 40 metres wide. 
 
With references to selective criteria in Schedule 3, development characteristics, its size is large, 
some 65km in length.  In terms of location the environmental sensitivity of the geographical areas 
to be affected by the development, parts of the cable route run through sensitive areas (SSSI’s), 
local wildlife sites (LWS) and Local Nature Reserve (LNR).  The latter two whilst not defined as a 
sensitive site are nonetheless environmental sensitive and can be taken into account in this case as 
per guidance from the NPPG. 
 
Significant effects cannot be ruled out and are therefore likely along part of the cable route as 
previous highlighted.    
 
With this in mind the Screening Opinion of the Local Planning Authority (LPA) is that whilst the 
proposed cable route within the East Riding of Yorkshire is not development of a type identified 
in Schedule 1 or 2 of the EIA Regulations, the development would compromise works that could 
result in a significant impact because of the crossing and proximity to sensitive areas within the 
meaning of the 2017 regulations.  The proposal, therefore, does compromise EIA development as 
it would have the potential for likely significant adverse environmental effects within the meaning 
of the 2017 Regulations in this particular instance. 
 
Taking into the account the selection criteria at Schedule 3 of the 2017 Regulations and the advice 
at Paragraph 018 of the NPPG, the Screening Opinion of the LPA is that the proposed 
development does comprise EIA development.  Therefore an Environmental Statement does need 
to be submitted. 
 
 
Matthew Sunman 

Principal Development Management Officer – Minerals and Waste 

East Riding of Yorkshire Council 



 

    

 Marine Licensing 

Lancaster House 

Hampshire Court  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE4 7YH 

T +44 (0)300 123 1032 

F +44 (0)191 376 2681 

www.gov.uk/mmo 

 

Mr Ben Lander 

National Grid Electricity Transmission 

PLC.  

(By e-mail only)  

 

 

Our reference: EIA/2021/00007 

 

 
16 March 2021 
 
 

Dear Mr Lander,   

  

Eastern Link 2 Project – MMO Response to Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Screening Request   

I refer to the Eastern Link 2 Project EIA Screening Request, application reference 

EIA/2021/00007, submitted to the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) on 23 

February 2021.    

The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007 (“MWRs”) 

transposed Council Directive 2011/92/EU (as amended) into UK law for marine licence 

applications. The regulations aim to protect the environment and the quality of life by 

ensuring that projects which are likely to have significant environmental effects by virtue of 

their nature, size or location are subject to an EIA before permission is granted.  

The MMO does not consider the regulated activity under Part 4 of the Marine and Coastal 

Access Act (MCAA) 2009: installation of a cable within the UK Marine Area, to constitute a 

‘Project’ under either Schedule A1 or Schedule A2 of the MWRs. The MMO acknowledge 

that the Project Categories listed under the Schedules of the MWRs should not be 

interpreted too restrictively, as to exclude an activity that is not obviously listed under the 

schedules, however, there must be a clear link between activity and the Project Categories 

under the schedules. In the case of Eastern Link 2, neither the cable laying activities listed 

under the Schedules.  

Screening by determination under Regulation 7 or 8 of the MWRs is not possible since a 

‘cable laying’ project category is not listed in the Schedules of the MWRs.   

The MMO do not agree to screen the regulated activity in by agreement under Regulation 

5 of the MWRs. Regulation 5 of the MWRs states both the applicant and the Regulator 

must agree to screen the project into EIA voluntary. The MMO are not content to screen-in 

the Project voluntarily.  

 



 

 

In conclusion, the MMO refuse to screen the Project by determination or voluntarily.  

It must be noted however that the works will require a marine licence under Part 4 of the 

Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009.   

In terms of the involvement of the MMO going forward with regards to EIA, the MMO is 

able to provide advice to the other Regulators on impacts within the UK Marine Area as a 

consultee, if they chose to screen the project Under EIA. However, this will not impact the 

MMO’s conclusion in terms of refusing to screen the Project within the UK Marine Area.     

If you have any queries regarding this correspondence, please do not hesitate to contact 

myself or the Case Manager, Abbey Coppin.  

 
 

 
 
Samantha Kelly 

Marine Licensing Case Officer 
 
D +44 (0)208 0265 463 
E  sam.kelly@marinemanagement.org.uk 

 
 
 

mailto:sam.kelly@marinemanagement.org.uk


 
Civic Centre, Doncaster Road, Selby, North Yorkshire YO8 9FT.  Tel: 01757 705101  Website:  www.selby.gov.uk  

 

 

 

 
 
Contact: Jenny Tyreman  Ref No: 2021/0197/SCN 

Tel: 01757 705101  Alt Ref:  

Email: jtyreman@selby.gov.uk  Your Ref:  

   Date: 19 March 2021 

 
 
FAO David Richie 
National Grid 
4th Floor 
Crossgates House 
Crossgates 
Leeds 
LS15 8DU 
 
Dear Mr Richie, 
 
The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 
 
Request for a screening opinion for a new subsea High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) link 
between Peterhead in Aberdeenshire, Scotland and Drax in Selby 
 
I refer to your request for a Screening Opinion under Regulation 6 of the EIA Regulations which was 
received 12 February 2021. 
 
The development proposals, as detailed in the submitted documentation, are considered to fall within 
fall within Column 1, (10a) or 10 (b) of Schedule 2. It is also the case that the proposals exceed the 
applicable threshold for this type of development as set out in Column 2 with the area of the 
development exceeding 0.5 hectares (10a) or the development including more than 1 hectare of 
urban development or the overall area of development exceeding 5 hectares.  
 
The Local Planning Authority has taken account of the criteria set out in Schedule 3 of the 
Regulations, has considered the indicative screening thresholds in National Planning Practice 
Guidance (NPPG) and applied the screening checklist (attached for your information) also contained 
in NPPG. 
 
Having considered the characteristics and location of the proposed development, it is considered 
that the proposed development will lead to effects on a number of aspects of the environment, but 
due to the nature of the development, most effects are unlikely to be significant and would not result 
in significant cumulative effects. However, in light of the information provided in the submission by 
the applicant and following consultation with relevant consultees, it is considered that significant 
effects are likely in relation to landscape character and visual amenity; biodiversity and cultural 
heritage/archaeology. In addition, significant cumulative effects on landscape character and visual 
amenity are likely. As such, the proposed development is considered to be EIA development, and 
an Environmental Statement is required to accompany any future planning application. 
 
This letter should be treated as the Council’s formal adoption of the Screening Opinion that the 
submitted proposals constitute EIA development and an Environmental Statement is required to 
accompany any future planning application. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=39LhhpRVO9uQ2M&tbnid=E32I-sPKCMpRhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://stone-haven.co.uk/stonehaven-awarded-investors-in-people-accreditation/&ei=ShO0U-2bEKaR0AXbroGwBQ&bvm=bv.70138588,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEOtTAV0jW8VVgsKl1hgV6IEM1kSg&ust=1404396721445349
http://www.selby.gov.uk/


 
Civic Centre, Doncaster Road, Selby, North Yorkshire YO8 9FT.  Tel: 01757 705101  Website:  www.selby.gov.uk  

 

 
 
Mr M Grainger  
Head of Planning 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=39LhhpRVO9uQ2M&tbnid=E32I-sPKCMpRhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://stone-haven.co.uk/stonehaven-awarded-investors-in-people-accreditation/&ei=ShO0U-2bEKaR0AXbroGwBQ&bvm=bv.70138588,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEOtTAV0jW8VVgsKl1hgV6IEM1kSg&ust=1404396721445349
http://www.selby.gov.uk/
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NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
BUSINESS and ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

LOCAL HIGHWAY AUTHORITY
CONSIDERATIONS

Application No: 2021/0450/SCP

Proposed Development: Scoping Request for a new subsea High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC)
link between Peterhead in Aberdeenshire, Scotland and Drax in Selby

Location: New Road Drax,

Applicant:

CH Ref: Case Officer: Ashley Pratt

Area Ref: Tel: 01609 780780
County Road No: E-mail:

development.control@northyork
s.gov.uk

To: Selby District Council
Planning Department
Doncaster Road
SELBY
North Yorkshire
YO8 9FT

Date: 8 June 2021

FAO: Copies to:

The Local Highway Authority (LHA) has considered Chapter 13, Traffic and Transport of the
Scotland England Green Link 2 - English Onshore Scheme Scoping Report, dated March
2021.

The proposed constructions works only appear to directly affect a small part of North Yorkshire
County Councils Highway network, around Drax Village.

Regarding 13.2.1 Study Area, it is suggested that the A645 and possibly the A1041 is included
in the list of strategic / primary links used by construction vehicles for access to Drax Power
Station and the surrounding area.

The LHA would want a comprehensive Construction Management Plan including the provision
of dilapidation surveys on proposed haulage routes prior to commencement of operations.

Signed: Issued by:

Ashley Pratt Transport and Development
East Block
County Hall
Northallerton
North Yorkshire
DL7 8AH

For Corporate Director for Business and Environmental Services e-mail: development.control@northyorks.gov.uk















Environment Agency 

Lateral 8 City Walk, LEEDS, LS11 9AT. 
Customer services line: 03708 506 506 
www.gov.uk/environment-agency 

Cont/d.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Jenny Tyreman 
Selby District Council 
Civic Centre (War Memorial Square) 
Doncaster Road 
SELBY 
North Yorkshire 
YO8 9FT 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our ref: RA/2021/143120/01-L01 
Your ref: 2021/0450/SCP 
 
Date:  17 June 2021 
 
 

 
Dear Jenny Tyreman 
 
SCOPING REQUEST FOR A NEW SUBSEA HIGH VOLTAGE DIRECT CURRENT 
(HVDC) LINK BETWEEN PETERHEAD IN ABERDEENSHIRE, SCOTLAND AND 
DRAX IN SELBY 
Location: NEW ROAD, DRAX, SELBY, NORTH YORKSHIRE       
 
Thank you for your consultation regarding the above EIA Scoping Opinion request 
which was received on 18 May 2021. Our detailed comments on issues within our remit 
are as follows.  
  
Environmental Protection – Fisheries, Biodiversity & Geomorphology 
 
5.1 Introduction 
A more detailed desk study will be undertaken to establish the relevant contacts and 
data available relating to protected and notable species which may be held by more 
specialist data sources such as The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) and The 
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS); FBG: WeBS is organised and administered by the BTO, 
Neil Calbrade is the contact. 
 
WeBS data from the British Trust for Ornithology for wintering/ passage bird records at 
coastal sites adjacent to the English Onshore Scheme, particularly the landfall (i.e. data 
for a number of the Bridlington Bay WeBS count sectors), and where required, a 
number of inland WeBS count sectors that overlap the Scoping Boundary e.g. those for 
the River Hull – Wansford to Whinhill and River Hull and Driffield Canal - Wansford to 
Snakeholme Lock’ sectors. We recommend WeBS count sectors for the River Hull and 
Driffield Canal being provided with the nearest WeBS count sites being the Humber 
Estuary or Hornsea Mere.  If these are lacking, they may need setting up. 
 

 

http://www.gov.uk/environment-agency
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The following comments relate to particular sites and statements within the Scoping 
Report: 
 
Table 5.1, mentions some SSSIs, and should include: 

• Humber Estuary Ramsar, Special Protection Area (SPA) and Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC): The Humber Estuary is also designated as a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and the CRoW (Countryside and Rights of Way) Act 
applies 

• Lower Derwent Valley Ramsar, SPA and River Derwent SAC: both of these sites 
are also designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 

• Thorne Moor SAC and Thorne and Hatfield Moors SPA and Skipwith Common 
SAC: both of these sites are also designated as Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSIs) 

• The landfall may be within or close to the Greater Wash SPA. 
 
Table 5-3 Scope of SEGL2 English Onshore Scheme Ecology Surveys  

• Page 35 - Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
The Phase 1 Habitat Survey should have target notes for any species or 
locations of interest. 

• Page 36 The Breeding Bird Survey has replaced the Common Bird Census as a 
survey methodology. 

• Page 37 SPA Birds 
We agree with the requirement for winter survey of SPA birds along the coast, 
this should also include Red-Throated Divers which are one of the notified 
features of the Greater Wash SPA.  We were unsure regarding the reference to 
the nearby Northumbria Coast SPA.  

 
5.5 Design, Mitigation and Enhancement Measures 
We recommend including covering all trenches and excavation at night or have a 
means to allow mammals that become trapped in them to escape. 
  
There are Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) by the River Ouse around Drax - 
Himalayan Balsam and Japanese Knotweed; these should be controlled if working in an 
area where they occur. 
 
Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
 
We welcome the consideration of the ecological and chemical status of waterbodies 
within the project red line boundary under the Water Framework Directive (WFD). As 
the waterbodies identified as potential receptors (those in direct connectivity with the 
proposed project) do not meet good ecological status or good ecological potential they 
are particularly vulnerable to deterioration, which would compromise the ability to meet 
targets under WFD. The operational effects of the project should take account of a 
future baseline that assumes good ecological status or good ecological potential of 
these waterbodies. However it should be noted that at any status, no deterioration is 
permitted to occur under WFD.  
 
We welcome our future engagement as these plans develop, to discuss specific project 
elements such as individual temporary or permanent watercourse crossings and 
temporary access tracks. 
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Biodiversity Net Gain 
 
New developments should not only protect watercourses and their riparian corridors but 
also provide overall net gain for biodiversity. Net gain for biodiversity is defined as 
delivering more or better habitats for biodiversity and demonstrating this through use of 
the Defra Biodiversity Metric. It encourages development that delivers biodiversity 
improvements through habitat creation or enhancement, after avoiding or mitigating 
harm.  
 
The applicant is advised to have a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report (PEAR) 
carried out to identify any impacts of the proposal on protected and priority species and 
habitats on the site. The report should include how any impacts will be avoided or 
mitigated for, or where mitigation is not possible compensated for and how the 
development will achieve biodiversity net gain.  
 
Opportunities to deliver biodiversity net gain could include, but should not be limited to:  

• Creating wildlife ponds and scrapes 

• Planting native hedgerows and shrubs 

• Installing bat and bird boxes  
 
If any trees are to be removed during the development then it is expected that these will 
be replaced elsewhere on site, or as nearby as possible, at a ratio of 6-1.  
 
This approach is supported by paragraphs 170 and 175 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF), the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 and 
Article 10 of the Habitats Directive. 
 
Groundwater and Contaminated Land 
 
Controlled waters are particularly sensitive in this location because the proposed 
development site is located upon a principal aquifer, within a groundwater Source 
Protection Zone 3, and within drinking water groundwater Safeguard Zones. 
  
The following comments, made in respect of groundwater quality and water resources, 
will ensure that the environmental statement addresses the key environmental issues 
for this proposal.  
 
At this stage, the Environment Agency does not provide detailed site-specific advice or 
comments with regard to land contamination or water resource issues apart from 
identifying the site sensitivity as above. It may be helpful if a GIS file of the route was 
provided with the next submission. 
 
Potential Constraints 
The information indicates that the route will pass through a Source Protection Zone 3. 
Additional advice and guidance can be located in the document The Environment 
Agency’s approach to groundwater protection via the following link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-position-
statements  In particular we draw the developer’s attention to statement C: 
 

C5 - Pipelines and high voltage fluid filled cables 
The Environment Agency will normally object to pipelines or fluid filled cables that 
transport pollutants, particularly hazardous substances that: 
• pass through SPZ1 or SPZ2 where this is avoidable 
• are below the water table* in principal or secondary aquifers 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-position-statements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-position-statements


  

Cont/d.. 
 

4 

Where there is an existing or unavoidable need for pipelines or fluid filled cables 
to pass through SPZ1 or SPZ2, operators are expected to adopt BAT and 
operate in accordance with the Energy Networks Association guidance. 
Where existing pipelines or fluid filled cables are already below the water table or 
if the water level subsequently rises, the Environment Agency will work with 
operators to mitigate the risks. The Environment Agency will only agree to any 
redevelopment scheme with sub water table pipelines or fluid filled cables for the 
transport of hazardous substances where there are substantial mitigating factors. 
When the opportunity to replace existing fluid filled cables in SPZ1 and SPZ2 
arises the Environment Agency will work with the operators to agree the best 
environmental option. 
The Environment Agency expects operators to carry out a site-specific risk 
assessment prior to the decommissioning of pipelines or fluid filled cables in 
SPZ1 and SPZ2. It will then work with operators to agree the best available 
environmental option. 
  
Please note that this position statement applies to underground and on-ground 
cables but not aerial cables. 
* For the purposes of this position statement, the term ‘water table’ is taken to 
mean any laterally continuous groundwater including perched groundwater. 
Operators should consider the lifetime of the pipeline or cable in their 
assessment of the depth to groundwater. 
Further position statements in section D may also apply. 

 
The information indicates that the route will pass through a drinking water groundwater 
Safeguard Zone.  Please take particular note of this, as in the submitted scoping report 
the applicant has stated that there are no safeguard zones within the scoping 
boundary.  There are two safeguard zones within/near the scoping boundary at the west 
of the study area near Drax.  Additional advice and guidance can be located in the 
document The Environment Agency’s approach to groundwater protection, 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-position-
statements. In particular we draw the developer’s attention to statement H1 and H3: 
 

H1 - Mechanisms for controlling diffuse pollution 
The Environment Agency seeks to control diffuse pollution of groundwater 
through working in partnership with others, advice, incentives and regulation. To 
do this it will promote practices that protect groundwater quality and highlight 
areas of particular susceptibility to groundwater diffuse pollution. Areas 
particularly susceptible to groundwater pollution are shown by the use of 
groundwater vulnerability maps, source protection zones and safeguard zones 
H3 - Safeguard zones 
Where appropriate the Environment Agency will work in partnership with 
abstractors to establish safeguard zones. Safeguard zones are established 
around abstractions used for human consumption that are at a high risk of 
deteriorating raw groundwater quality. Both existing and new measures to control 
diffuse pollution will be targeted within safeguard zones. 

 

Contaminated Land 
The application’s supporting evidence will need to demonstrate that it will be possible to 
manage the risks posed to controlled waters by this development. 
This is required to ensure that the development does not contribute to, and is not put at 
unacceptable risk from or adversely affected by, water pollution, in line with  the 
National Planning Policy Framework. Consideration should be given to contamination 
that may already be present in the ground and the effects of the construction which may 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-position-statements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-position-statements
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result in mobilisation of sediments into groundwater. 
  
The Scoping report indicates that Chapter 8 will contain information on Geology & 
Hydrogeology and Chapter 9 will contain information on Hydrology & Land Drainage (3 
parts).  Chapter 8, Section 8.2.6.3 Other Hydrogeological Classification and Features, 
should be updated to include the potential impact on licenced abstractions and lawful 
users. 
  
In making our response we have considered issues relating to controlled waters The 
evaluation of any risks to human health arising from the site should be discussed with 
the Environmental Health Department. 

We recommend that developers should: 

• Follow the risk management framework provided in Land Contamination: Risk 
Management, when dealing with land affected by contamination 

• Refer to our Guiding principles for land contamination for the type of information 
that we require in order to assess risks to controlled waters from the site - the 
local authority can advise on risk to other receptors, such as human health 

• Consider using the National Quality Mark Scheme for Land Contamination 
Management which involves the use of competent persons to ensure that land 
contamination risks are appropriately managed 

• Refer to the contaminated land pages on gov.uk for more information  
 

Dewatering 
 

It is unclear if dewatering will be required, therefore the following information has been 
provided: 
  
Dewatering is the removal/abstraction of water (predominantly, but not confined to, 
groundwater) in order to locally lower water levels near the excavation. This can allow 
operations to take place, such as mining, quarrying, building, engineering works or other 
operations, whether underground or on the surface. 
 
The dewatering activities on-site could have an impact upon local wells, water supplies 
and/or nearby watercourses and environmental interests. 
 
This activity was previously exempt from requiring an abstraction licence. Since 1 
January 2018, most cases of new planned dewatering operations above 20 cubic 
metres a day will require a water abstraction licence from us prior to the 
commencement of dewatering activities at the site. 
 
More information is available on gov.uk: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/water-
management-apply-for-a-water-abstraction-or-impoundment-licence#apply-for-a-
licence-for-a-previously-exempt-abstraction. 
  
The Environment Agency’s approach to groundwater protection 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-position-
statements position statement N also has some paragraphs, which could be applied 
indirectly to dewatering: 

  
N8 - Physical disturbance of aquifers in SPZ1 
Within SPZ1, the Environment Agency will normally object in principle to any 
planning application for a development that may physically disturb an aquifer. 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/land-contamination-risk-management-lcrm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/land-contamination-risk-management-lcrm
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/land-contamination-technical-guidance
https://www.claire.co.uk/projects-and-initiatives/nqms
https://www.claire.co.uk/projects-and-initiatives/nqms
https://www.gov.uk/contaminated-land
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/water-management-apply-for-a-water-abstraction-or-impoundment-licence#apply-for-a-licence-for-a-previously-exempt-abstraction
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/water-management-apply-for-a-water-abstraction-or-impoundment-licence#apply-for-a-licence-for-a-previously-exempt-abstraction
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/water-management-apply-for-a-water-abstraction-or-impoundment-licence#apply-for-a-licence-for-a-previously-exempt-abstraction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-position-statements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-position-statements
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N9 - Obstruction of flow 
The Environment Agency will only agree to proposals that could obstruct 
groundwater flow where mitigation measures can be agreed. There must be not 
be an unacceptable change in groundwater levels or flow due to the proposal. 
  
N11 - Protection of resources and the environment from changes to aquifer 
conditions 
For any proposal that would physically disturb aquifers, lower groundwater levels, 
or impede or intercept groundwater flow, the Environment Agency will seek to 
achieve equivalent protection for water resources and the related groundwater-
dependent environment as if the effect were caused by a licensable abstraction. 
  

 
Flood Risk 
 
Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) 
Chapter 9 Hydrology and Drainage 
For the area south of the Ouse the FRA will need to consider the residual risks 
associated with both breach and overtopping of the defences, especially with respect to 
the proposed converter station.  This will also need to take into account the impacts of 
climate change (see below for further detail). The FRA should clearly demonstrate that 
the proposed development will not increase or exacerbate flood risk to others (i.e. will 
not displace flood flows onto others in the event of a breach or overtopping event 
occurring). It should also consider the impacts of the development on flood flow routes 
during both construction and operational phases. 
  
Many of the watercourses within the working corridor may be the subject of high flows in 
flood conditions as a product of tidal (via Humber Estuary), groundwater, and local 
surface water inputs. Therefore the hydrological influence could be over a significantly 
larger area. Flood risk may be increased by these individual factors, or permutations.  
 

• Watercourses in the vicinity of the River Ouse are tidally dominated, and 

therefore the greatest exposure is generally from the North Sea / Humber 

Estuary.  

• For the area around Howden, flood risk may also be a product of flooding from 

the River Derwent (e.g. flood extent from 2000). 

• For the area within Selby District Council, there may also be flowpaths from other 

nearby watercourses beyond the working corridor.  

 
It should also be assessed whether any of these sources may present additional risks in 
the future as a result of climate change over the lifetime of the development and/or as a 
consequence of residual risks (e.g. breach). In some locations, the floodplain is large 
but low-lying; and therefore it may be appropriate to expand the buffer mentioned in 
9.2.1 in which to explore the possible impacts of the development. The Environment 
Agency holds some modelled flood risk information of this nature, as do relevant 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment(s) in the vicinity of the project. The source of flood risk 
should explored in a Flood Risk Assessment. 
 
We highlight that additional surveying may be required (i.e. to those mentioned in 
Section 9.3), for example for the underground river crossings where the hard river bed 
and proximity to flood infrastructure may be required.  
 
“Section 9.2.4 
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The method to cross each watercourse will involve either HDD or an open cut method.” 
 
We would expect all ‘main rivers’ to be crossed via HDD or trenchless methods as a 
starting point. We would expect to see further details and at some point a commitment 
to an agreed technique. We understand that other environmental constraints (e.g. 
SPZs) may require careful consideration of appropriate methodology. We will only agree 
to use of open cut (or similar) techniques affecting ‘main rivers’ where the use of 
trenchless options has been fully considered beforehand. Please contact us to discuss 
this.   
 
In some locations, the proposed working corridor appears to run parallel with 
watercourses and drains. To minimise impacts on watercourses, we would expect to 
see details of watercourse crossings that minimise impacts – both short and long term. 
When considering the approach, details of relevant flood infrastructure also needs to be 
accounted for. Structures may exist below the ground.  
 
“In addition, watercourses will also be crossed by haul roads, but the design is yet to be 
determined for this aspect therefore those identified below are preliminary and subject 
to change as the design develops.” 
 
Many of the watercourses listed in this section are larger watercourses and/or with 
associated raised flood embankments. We need to see further details of the specific 
working corridor, but there are clearly some watercourse crossings where temporary 
crossings are likely to be unfeasible. We require further details so we can advise further 
on this aspect. There may be existing crossing points in the vicinity of these crossings, 
and we would encourage the developer to explore these options. If temporary crossings 
are proposed over any ‘main rivers’ then we would expect to see further details. Please 
also be aware of our culverting policy which may be relevant – in general we will not 
support activities that result in culverting of watercourses. Open cut techniques are 
unlikely to be acceptable where this could interfere with flood risk infrastructure and/or 
increase risk of flooding. Other environmental receptors might also be relevant in 
deciding the watercourse crossing techniques – such as groundwater protection.  
 
“9.2.10 Flood Risk 
The English Onshore Scheme lies outside any recorded Flood Storage Areas (FSA), 
according to EA mapping. Flood Alert Areas (FAA) are geographical locations where it 
possible for flooding to occur, with Flood Warning Areas (FWA) defined as where 
flooding is expected to occur. Within these locations the Environment Agency operates 
an alerts and warnings service. These areas provide contextual information as to where 
flooding may occur though the location of these does not directly impact upon the 
assessment of flood risk.” 
 
 
 
 

You should refer to: 

• The relevant SFRAs, in case any land has been identified as FSAs, or 

Safeguarded for any reason 

• When referencing flood alert and warning areas, you should also take account of 

residual risks and/or flood risk from other sources (e.g. surface water). 

This section also includes a note about historic flood events. Not all historic floods may 
be shown on the EA’s Historic Flood Map. In addition, there may be additional flood 
history where the source of flooding is from other sources – surface water, groundwater. 
We recommend supplementing this information with information held by others, such as 
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the LLFAs and anecdotal information where available. We would expect the contextual 
nature of flood risk from these sources to be further explored within a Flood Risk 
Assessment. The Environment Agency can provide relevant modelling reports and 
products on request to support this assessment. As a consequence of climate change, it 
is important to consider how future flood risk issues may be relevant, as the dominant 
source may be different to today.   
 
Residual sources of flood risk exist, and Section 9.2.10.10 identifies this. Where 
detailed modelling does not exist, but may be required, the developer may need to 
undertake further detailed modelling.  
 
For the climate change sections (9.2.10.5 & 9.4.2) we would expect a Flood Risk 
Assessment to explore this risk in greater detail. Reference should be made to the latest 
climate change allowances (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessments-
climate-change-allowances). We agree with the inclusion of the H  , but question why it 
is only listed for the fluvial sources? Where the baseline is referenced (e.g. for tidal 
sources), this should take account of the source data as the baseline year may not be 
the same for all models.  
 
NB: Please be aware that some of the allowances are due to be updated in mid-2021, 
and therefore we expect these to be relevant when preparing FRA(s) for development 
due to be submitted after mid-2021. Please contact us for further details if intending to 
scope FRAs / additional modelling work in advance of these new allowances.  
 
This part of the assessment may interact with relevant flood risk management 
strategies, such as Flood Risk Management Plans, and Flood Risk Strategies – 
including Humber 2100 . 
 
We support the inclusion of an assessment of other sources of risk. The relevant 
SFRAs (available from Local Authorities) may help with this assessment.  
 
It would be useful to further describe any detailed drainage arrangements to ascertain 
what input is required from various authorities as a result of the construction and 
permanent works.  
 
Permits / Consents 
The proposed route crosses a number of watercourses, a number of which are 
classified as ‘main rivers.’ Working in and around these watercourses will require flood 
risk permits as required under the 2016 Environmental Permitting Regulations. More 
details can be found at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-
permits. A map of ‘main rivers’ can be found on the .gov.uk website. 
 
It would be useful to have further detail on the maps, or GIS shapefiles provided to the 
Environment Agency to enable us to undertake more specific screening advice on the 
following matters: 

• Where ‘main river’ crossings or flood defence assets and infrastructure may be in 

close proximity to the working corridor identified. This would help us to identify if 

there are preferable locations within the working corridor and/or sections that 

should be avoided for certain activities.  

• Whether the Environment Agency have any Estates land interests along the 

route. 

• Whether the planned works and techniques may affect access to maintain / 

operate / access any flood risk management assets or infrastructure; and if so, 

clarify details. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessments-climate-change-allowances
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessments-climate-change-allowances
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
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Details of any access or haul roads that may be required to cross areas at risk of 
flooding (from any source), and mitigation of these risks. 
 
The working corridor also crosses a number of non-main river watercourses, including 
those that may be operated or maintained by Internal Drainage Boards and/or Lead 
Local Flood Authorities. Consents may also be required from these authorities for 
working in, over or near those ordinary watercourses. See Hydrology Section 9.2.5 for 
further quantification. It would be useful to identify where these are within Internal 
Drainage Board districts as the IDB will likely have an interest to these activities. 
Outside of IDB districts, the Lead Local Flood Authorities will likely be interested in 
details.  
 
Watercourse Crossings 
Due to the nature of the watercourse crossings, a number of flood risk permits will be 
required. We would want to discuss with the applicant / operator, the following matters:  

• Details of in-principle watercourse crossing techniques, such as use of Horizontal 

Directional Drilling (or other trenchless techniques) under watercourses (see also 

comment on Hydrology Section 9 – Part 1 and SEGL2-EOS - CHAPTER 2 - 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION). If using a trenchless technique, a Flood Risk 

Exemption may apply for some locations – please see 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-

regulations-exempt-flood-risk-activities/exempt-flood-risk-activities-

environmental-permits#service-crossing-below-the-bed-of-a-main-river-not-

involving-an-open-cut-technique-fra3 on .gov.uk for details. 

• Stand-off / Easement distance for reception pits (for trenchless techniques) from 

existing flood defences and infrastructure 

• Any temporary infrastructure required to facilitate construction or permanent 

works (including anticipated future repairs) 

• The nature of any supporting information to support these activities, such as risk 

assessments, method of work(s). 

• We are likely to require details such as proximity of the cable ducts (or the cables 

themselves) to watercourses and/or flood defence structures (e.g. embankments, 

walls). It will important to demonstrate that activities will not affect integrity of 

these structures. 

• A better understanding of the works where future flood risk management 

interventions may be required (e.g. future raising of banks or changing 

materials). 

Whilst we expect that most of the proposals are likely to be able to obtain the relevant 
permits, more details would be required in order to properly assess these activities.  
 
Environmental Protection – Pollution Prevention 
 
Sediment control 
9.5.1 of the Scoping Report indicates that the Construction Environment Management 
Plan (CEMP) will include measures for Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control, and 
Table 9.3 correctly identifies that sediment mobilisation in surface water run-off from 
exposed soil surfaces during construction will represent a potential impact. 
 
Appendix D indicates that water sprays may be used as a dust suppression technique 
to mitigate impacts to Air Quality. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-regulations-exempt-flood-risk-activities/exempt-flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits#service-crossing-below-the-bed-of-a-main-river-not-involving-an-open-cut-technique-fra3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-regulations-exempt-flood-risk-activities/exempt-flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits#service-crossing-below-the-bed-of-a-main-river-not-involving-an-open-cut-technique-fra3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-regulations-exempt-flood-risk-activities/exempt-flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits#service-crossing-below-the-bed-of-a-main-river-not-involving-an-open-cut-technique-fra3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-regulations-exempt-flood-risk-activities/exempt-flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits#service-crossing-below-the-bed-of-a-main-river-not-involving-an-open-cut-technique-fra3
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Water used in such dust suppression measures is likely become contaminated with the 
fine particles that it is preventing from escaping to air, and so the CEMP should include 
details of how this contaminated water will be managed on site and how it will be 
disposed of. 
 
pH control 
In addition to considering the transportation of sediment in surface water run-off, and 
water used for dust suppression, consideration should be made for the potential of 
these waters to be contaminated with substances that can significantly affect the pH 
level. For example, the wet-cutting of concrete will produce a contaminated run-off 
carrying a fine sediment, and with a high pH value, which may have detrimental impacts 
if released into the environment. Even for a period after laying, highly alkaline, sediment 
contaminated water may run off large concrete areas during rainfall/flooding events, and 
so these waters may need treatment to neutralise the pH value before discharge into 
the environment for a period of time after laying is complete 
 
Oils/fuels/lubricants 
Table 9.3 correctly identifies that there are potential impacts from Oils/fuels/lubricants 
from drilling rigs, construction vehicles, site compounds and store areas. Particular 
attention should be given to delivery and refuelling procedures, as these represent 
points of particular risk from these liquids 
 
Decommissioning 
Whilst it is accepted that the decommissioning of the operational phase can be scoped 
out of the Environmental Statement (ES), the decommissioning of the construction 
phase should be scoped into the ES/CEMP. Consideration should be given to the 
potential environmental impacts of any methods used to reinstate land, or return it to an 
original use, for any areas which will be occupied temporarily during the construction 
phase, such as haul routes, construction site compounds, and temporary storage areas. 
These areas should surveyed on completion of the construction phase to determine any 
specific remediation measures which may be required, whether due to likely impacts 
which may be foreseen, or unforeseen issues which have arisen during construction. 
 
 
 
 
Permitting requirements 
Permits may be required where anything other than clean surface water is discharged 
into a watercourse, or groundwater, and abstraction licences may be required when 
undertaking dewatering activities. 
 
Refer to https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/temporary-dewatering-from-
excavations-to-surface-water for further guidance. 
 
Environmental Management - Waste  
 
We recommend the Waste Framework Directive is followed throughout the project. 
The storage, treatment, reuse, recycling and disposal of any waste would need to be 
regulated. This may include the requirement of permits, exemptions, Code of Practices 
and CL:AIRE. 
 
 If any waste is expected to be produced, especially in any large quantity, the applicant 
should ensure that there is sufficient capacity, ideally within the local vicinity to where 
the waste would be produced, to legally deal with the waste. The applicant is advised to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/temporary-dewatering-from-excavations-to-surface-water
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/temporary-dewatering-from-excavations-to-surface-water
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contact the Environment Agency if unsure of the requirements when reusing, treating or 
disposing of waste. Further information can be sought from our national customer 
contact centre on 03708 506 506. 
 
 
We trust the above advice is useful.  
If I can be of any further assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
  
  
Mrs Frances Edwards 
Sustainable Places Planning Advisor 
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Head of Planning & Development 
Management
East Riding of Yorkshire Council
County Hall
Beverley
HU17  9BA

Your Ref: 21/01448/EIASCO
Our Ref:   X007292

Land Use Planning
Yorkshire Water Services Ltd

Midway
Western way

Bradford
BD6 2LZ

Tel: (01274) 691111
Fax: 

E-mail:
planningconsultation@yorkshirewater.co.uk

For telephone enquiries ring : 
  on  

27th April 2021

Dear Sir/Madam,

Drax Power Limited Tom Pudding Way Goole  - EIA Scoping Opinion: Scotland England Green Link  
2: Subsea High Voltage Direct Current  (HVDC) link between Peterhead in Aberdeenshire , Scotland 
and Drax in Selby

Thank you for consulting Yorkshire Water regarding the above proposed development. We have no 
comments to make with regard to the scoping request but the developers must contact Yorkshire 
Water with regard to protecting water and sewerage infrastructure that is laid along the route of the 
cable.

Yours faithfully

Stephanie Walden
Land Use Planning Manager
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Thomas Wright

From: Planning

Sent: 04 May 2021 17:16

To: Planning Consultations

Subject: FW: RESPONSE - 21/01448/EIASCO - Historic England advice on case PL00748282

Attachments: _HERef_PL00748282_D135869.pdf

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Keith.Emerick@HistoricEngland.org.uk [mailto:Keith.Emerick@HistoricEngland.org.uk]  

Sent: 04 May 2021 11:10 

To: Planning <planning@eastriding.gov.uk> 

Cc: Anna.Gallie@HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Subject: RESPONSE - 21/01448/EIASCO - Historic England advice on case PL00748282 

 

[CAUTION]This email was sent from outside of your organisation. Do not click any links, preview or open 

attachments, or provide any log-in details unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Dear User first name 

 

I am writing in relation to the following: 

 

EIA: Environmental Impact Assessment 

Drax Power Limited, Tom Pudding Way, Goole, East Riding of Yorkshire, DN14 8GA [Case Ref. PL00748282; HE File 

Ref. ; Your Reference. 21/01448/EIASCO] 

 

 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Keith Emerick 

Ancient Monuments Inspector 

E-mail: Keith.Emerick@HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Direct Dial: 01904 601988 

 

We help people understand, enjoy and value the historic environment, and protect it for the future. Historic England 

is a public body, and we champion everyone’s heritage, across England. 

 

This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are not the views of Historic 

England unless specifically stated. If you have received it in error, please delete it from your system and notify the 

sender immediately. Do not use, copy or disclose the information in any way nor act in reliance on it. Any 

information sent to Historic England may become publicly available. Please read our full privacy policy 

(https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.historicengland.org.uk%2Fterms%2Fpr

ivacy-

cookies%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cplanning.consultations%40eastriding.gov.uk%7Cf4beb67585824366fb3108d90

f17f303%7C351368d19b5a4c8bac76f39b4c7dd76c%7C1%7C0%7C637557418064450904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG

Zsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=m9pASS

Zt%2F1QnobQu9ONl%2Bdgj%2BtymOexuAw6nKtP%2B9jc%3D&amp;reserved=0) for more information. 
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Consultee Comments for Planning Application

21/01448/EIASCO

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/01448/EIASCO

Address: Drax Power Limited Tom Pudding Way Goole East Riding Of Yorkshire DN14 8GA

Proposal: EIA Scoping Opinion: Scotland England Green Link 2: Subsea High Voltage Direct

Current (HVDC) link between Peterhead in Aberdeenshire, Scotland and Drax in Selby

Case Officer: Mr Matthew Sunman

 

Consultee Details

Name: . Nature Conservation Officer

Address: East Riding Of Yorkshire Council, County Hall, Cross Street Beverley, East Riding Of

Yorkshire HU17 9BA

Email: Not Available

On Behalf Of: Nature Conservation Officer (Biodiversity)

 

Comments

 

Thank you for consulting with the Nature Conservation Team about the above EIA Scoping

Report.

 

The broad approach of the assessment methodology that will be followed during the Ecological

Impact Assessment (EcIA) detailed in Chapter 5 (Ecology and Nature Conservation) of the

Scoping Report is considered to be appropriate and acceptable. The proposed scope and

approach to the planned programme of ecological surveys outlined in Table 5.3, and the concepts

for Design, Mitigation and Enhancement Measures outlined in section 5.5 of the report, are

consistent with recognised best practice and guidance. All ecological surveys undertaken should

be provided in full as part of any Environmental Statement. The commitment to achieve a

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) in the delivery of the project is welcomed.

 

The consultation response from Natural England, ref 350663 dated 12 May 2021, sets out the

expected biodiversity information requirements to accompany an application, with reference to the

hierarchy of protected and designated habitats and species. The Nature conservation team would

encourage the developer to ensure all of these matters are fully considered in the ES. Natural

England will need to be consulted on any planning application and their views will be a material

consideration in the determination of the application.

 

MBG
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Consultee Comments for Planning Application

21/01448/EIASCO

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/01448/EIASCO

Address: Drax Power Limited Tom Pudding Way Goole East Riding Of Yorkshire DN14 8GA

Proposal: EIA Scoping Opinion: Scotland England Green Link 2: Subsea High Voltage Direct

Current (HVDC) link between Peterhead in Aberdeenshire, Scotland and Drax in Selby

Case Officer: Mr Matthew Sunman

 

Consultee Details

Name: . LLFA - Lead Local Flood Authority

Address: Flood Risk Management Team, Room BS109, County Hall, Beverley HU10 9BA

Email: Not Available

On Behalf Of: Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA)

 

Comments

The Lead Local Flood Authority have viewed the submission and are satisfied with the document.

As the scheme progresses, further consideration will be required for the following:-

 

a)Crossing areas that are at High, medium and low risk of surface water flooding. This should be

addressed in the FRA.

 

b)Agree with the relevant Land Drainage Authority (LLFA IDB and Environment Agency) , how

rivers, IDB watercourses and ordinary watercourse are to be crossed and obtain the relevant

consents.

 

c) Provide drainage details for any proposed haul road, compound etc.

 

GF LLFA



Consultee Comments for Planning Application

21/01448/EIASCO

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/01448/EIASCO

Address: Drax Power Limited Tom Pudding Way Goole East Riding Of Yorkshire DN14 8GA

Proposal: EIA Scoping Opinion: Scotland England Green Link 2: Subsea High Voltage Direct

Current (HVDC) link between Peterhead in Aberdeenshire, Scotland and Drax in Selby

Case Officer: Mr Matthew Sunman

 

Consultee Details

Name: Mrs Annabel Longfield-Reeve

Address: East Riding Of Yorkshire Council, County Hall, Cross Street Beverley, East Riding Of

Yorkshire HU17 9BA

Email: Not Available

On Behalf Of: Conservation Officer

 

Comments

No Objection

 

Application Number - 21/01448/EIASCO

 

Proposal  EIA Scoping Opinion: Scotland England Green Link 2: Subsea High Voltage Direct

Current (HVDC) link between Peterhead in Aberdeenshire, Scotland and Drax in Selby

 

The proposal will pass through a landscape rich in Cultural Heritage from the low-lying land of the

Holderness coast, through the undulating Yorkshire Wolds to the flat lowlands of the Humberhead

Levels. Therefore, this assessment has been determined in accordance to Section 66 and 72 of

the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and Chapter 12 & 16 of the

NPPF.

 

I can confirm that after assessing the application and reading through the Heritage methodology

within Chapter 7. There is agreement with the heritage management strategy proposed with no

recommendations and changes needed and no concerns raised.
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Thomas Wright

From: James X. Taylor

Sent: 12 May 2021 09:17

To: Planning

Cc: Robert Sparkes; Vaughan Grantham; Richard Jackson

Subject: Re: 21/01448/EIASCO - Drax Power Limited, Tom Pudding Way, Goole

Attachments: 21-01448 Peterhead_Drax cable EIA scope_Biodiversity.docx

Good morning, 

 

Please find comments attached from the Sustainable Development Team in response to the EIA Scoping 

Opinion request on the proposed Subsea High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) link between Peterhead in 

Aberdeenshire, Scotland and Drax in Selby. 

 

Thank you, 

 
James Taylor 
Sustainable Development Officer 

Tel: (01482) 391758 Mob: 07815 652167 

Web: www.eastriding.gov.uk 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/East_Riding 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/eastridingcouncil  

 

 
 

Please note: You may receive emails from me outside normal working hours. I do not expect you to either 

read or respond to these outside of your working hours unless you choose to do so. Work life balance is 

important!  

 

 

From: Kathryn Barnes <Kathryn.Barnes@eastriding.gov.uk> 

Sent: 20 April 2021 16:21 

To: Highway Development Management <highway.dm@eastriding.gov.uk>; Nature Conservation 

<nature.conservation@eastriding.gov.uk>; Sustainable Development 

<Sustainable.Development@eastriding.gov.uk>; LLFA <llfa@eastriding.gov.uk>; Pollution Control 

<pollution.control@eastriding.gov.uk>; Building Conservation <buildingconservation@eastriding.gov.uk>; 
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archaeology.developmentcontrol@hullcc.gov.uk (archaeology.developmentcontrol@hullcc.gov.uk) 

<archaeology.developmentcontrol@hullcc.gov.uk>; Richard Jackson <Richard.Jackson@eastriding.gov.uk>; Neil 

Mclachlan <neil.mclachlan@eastriding.gov.uk>; LVIA <lvia@eastriding.gov.uk>; Planning Consultation Mailin 

(planningconsultation@yorkshirewater.co.uk) <planningconsultation@yorkshirewater.co.uk>; Sustainable Places, 

Yorkshire <sp-yorkshire@environment-agency.gov.uk>; keith.emerick@historicengland.org.uk 

<keith.emerick@historicengland.org.uk>; consultations@naturalengland.org.uk 

(consultations@naturalengland.org.uk) <consultations@naturalengland.org.uk> 

Subject: 21/01448/EIASCO - Drax Power Limited, Tom Pudding Way, Goole  
Good Afternoon,  

 

EIA Scoping Opinion: Scotland England Green Link 2: Subsea High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) link 

between Peterhead in Aberdeenshire, Scotland and Drax in Selby 

 

Further to consulting you on the above submission, please find attached the associated documents for 

your consideration.  

 

Please forward any comments you wish to make to planning@eastriding.gov.uk 

 
Kind regards, 
 
Kathryn Barnes 

Development Services Assistant - Strategic 
Tel: (01482) 393843 

Web: [www.eastriding.gov.uk]www.eastriding.gov.uk 

Working Days: Monday - Wednesday  

 
Please note: You may receive emails from me outside normal working hours. I do not expect you to either read or 
respond to these outside of your working hours unless you choose to do so. Work life balance is important!! 

 



Application reference: 21/01448/EIASCO 

Location: Drax Power Limited, Tom Pudding Way, Goole ,East Riding Of Yorkshire, DN14 

8GA. 

Development: EIA Scoping Opinion: Scotland England Green Link 2: Subsea High Voltage 

Direct Current (HVDC) link between Peterhead in Aberdeenshire, Scotland and Drax in Selby. 

Case Officer: Matthew Sunman 

 

Thank you for consulting with the Sustainable Development team for this EIA Scoping 

opinion request. Please find below comments relating to biodiversity and coastal erosion. 

Biodiversity Comments: The Ecology report lists designated and a few candidate Local 

Wildlife Sites (LWS) within 2km of the scoping boundary in Table 5.2.  The 2km buffer is 

appropriate for LWS.   

Candidate LWS are those which have not yet been formally surveyed and assessed against 

the LWS site selection guidelines.  A review of candidate LWS in autumn 2017 assessed the 

available evidence for the remaining candidate sites.  Sites with evidence suggesting they 

would be likely to qualify where retained as candidate sites.  Sites where evidence 

suggested they would not qualify were deleted.  Sites where evidence was lacking or 

inconclusive were assigned to the ‘historic’ LWS category.  As with candidate sites, 

development within a historic LWS should survey the site to determine if it would qualify as 

an LWS.  I therefore recommend that historic LWS are included in the EIA scope, although 

we would only expect those sites directly impacted by the development to be surveyed.  If 

historic LWS directly affected by the development cannot be surveyed then they should be 

treated as designated sites.   

The proposed route appears to avoid as many LWS as possible which is commendable.  In 

cases where it is not practical for the route to avoid LWS the EIA should identify relevant 

mitigation measures. 

Coastal Erosion Comments: Whilst consideration has been made regarding several 

designated sites both onshore and offshore, there is currently little information about the 

risk that coastal erosion poses to the proposed scheme.  This supports the ERYC Coastal 

Engineers comments that have already been submitted.  The below statement from SEGL2-

EOS - CHAPTER 2 - PROJECT DESCRIPTION states: 

 

"The offshore cables will connect to underground onshore cables via a buried Transition Joint 

Pit (TJP) which will be located landward of the existing headland at Fraisthorpe. The TJP will 

be set back from the coastline, beyond the coastal erosion risk area to avoid potential future 



cable exposure. All land temporarily affected by installation works will be reinstated 

following completion of the construction work" 

 

Whilst the risk of coastal erosion has been mentioned, there is no exact location of where 

the TJP will be located or whether any consideration has been made regarding the impacts 

to the landfall site from construction phase and future erosion as the cliff retreats.  Whilst it 

is also noted that there will be no above ground structures, the buried TJP may become 

exposed from coastal erosion and become an environmental hazard.  For any comments to 

be made further for the Environmental Impact Statement to be prepared, we would need 

more information on exactly where the TJP is located and how future erosion will be 

monitored and managed.  More information on what the potential impacts of foreshore 

lowering will pose to the exposure of the cable, and what decommissioning plans for all 

structures are in place come the end of the project life. 

 


