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Noise  

Ecology 

 

 

Landscape  

• The design of the landscape environment around the B4113 Stoneleigh Road Green 

Overbridge incorporates a green infrastructure approach. This approach aims to create a 

well-connected landscape that serves multiple purposes including mitigation flooding, 

Further to our request for the approval of plans and specifications for the construction of the B4113 

Stoneleigh Road Green Overbridge (A new single span overbridge that will carry the realigned B4113 

Stoneleigh Road and realigned Footpath W171 over the HS2 railway; Earthworks associated with the 

cutting and embankments and non-engineering earthworks to facilitate the realignment of B4113 

Stoneleigh Road, Footpath W171 and Stareton Lane as well as maintenance access strips; Vehicle 

restraint system; Lighting columns; Kerbs forming the road layout shown on the GA Plan; Two land 

drainage ditches with headwalls and wingwalls; and guardrails on the pile caps) under Schedule 17 of 

the High Speed Rail (London – West Midlands) Act 2017 (WAC.PS.10039), HS2 Ltd is writing to you 

regarding indicative mitigation information plans which were provided to the authority with the 

request. 

 

The indicative mitigation shown does not require approval of plans and specifications under 

paragraphs 2 or 3 to Schedule 17 and does not form part of the request for approval Ref: 

WAC.PS.10039.  

 

However, the mitigation planting shown on the Landscape and Environmental Masterplan (Document 

Reference: 1MC08-BBV_MSD-PL-DGA-NS01_NL03-138603) will comprise part of the overall mitigation 

scheme in relation to the following scheduled works:  

 

• Work No. 2/166 - A diversion of Stoneleigh Road commencing at a point 190 metres north of its 

junction with the access road to Rectory Cottages and terminating at a point 230 metres north-east of 

the junction of Stareton Lane with Stoneleigh Road. Work No. 2/166 includes a bridge over Work No. 

2/146.  

 

Further mitigation works will be brought forward by HS2’s main works contractor, where necessary, 

and a request for approval to the overall mitigation scheme for the above scheduled works will be 

submitted prior to the request to bring into use the scheduled work, in accordance with paragraph 

9(4)(b) to Schedule 17. Further information is provided in Planning Forum Note 10.  

 

We wish to consult the Council on mitigation proposals on a progressive basis, to ensure its views are 

taken into account prior to the bringing into use request. We therefore request that you review the 

planting proposals shown on the Landscape and Environmental Masterplan (Document Reference: 

1MC08-BBV_MSD-PL-DGA-NS01_NL03-138603) and the Deck plan (Document Reference: 1MC08-

BBV_MSD-PL-DGA-NS01_NL03-138607) and provide any comments in writing.  

 

A noise demonstration report (NDR) (Document Reference: 1MC08-BBV_MSD-EV-REP-NS01_NL03-

100088) has been produced to accompany the Schedule 17 application that includes the following: 

 

a)  A description of the works; 

b)  Plans showing the location of the works, the surrounding environment and assessment 

locations; 

c)  Details of the methodology used in predicting noise and vibration levels; 

d)  Assumptions relating to the acoustic performance of rolling stock and track; and 

e)  Tables setting out the predicted levels of noise and vibration and tabulated predictions at all 

individual receptors where the lowest observable adverse effect level (LOAEL) is likely to be exceeded. 

 

There is one noise related undertaking and assurance (U&A) that is specifically applicable to Stoneleigh 

Park Estate in the vicinity of the B4113 Stoneleigh Road Green Overbridge (Reference: U&A 2837_19), 

which is further described in section 3.3 of the Written Statement.  

 

The NDR for Stoneleigh to Canley Area incorporates the B4113 Stoneleigh Road Green Overbridge 

(Document Reference: 1MC08-BBV_MSD-EV-REP-NS01_NL03-100088) and shows that reasonably 

practicable measures need to be taken for the purpose of mitigation of the effect of operational noise 

in the vicinity of the overbridge.  

 

The NDR proposes a 5m tall, 1225m long trackside noise barrier on Stonehouse Cutting (formerly the 

Stoneleigh Park Retaining Wall) to be consented separately. Note, however, that the design of the 

assets in the vicinity of the overbridge is still under development and the replacement of the retaining 

wall by an open cutting, is likely to make minor changes to the composition of the trackside mitigation 

proposals. This refinement in mitigation has not yet been included in the NDR but will be included in an 

update to the NDR once the new arrangement has been detailed. None of these refinements are 

expected to affect the mitigation requirements for the asset itself. For the current design, resultant 

impacts are slightly improved compared to the ES and the requirements of U&A 2837_19 are met. 

 

The ES assumes total clearance of habitats within the land required for construction; however, the 

detailed design process will look to minimise loss of habitat. The asset is partially associated with three 

ecological mitigation sites, SK021, SK033A, and SK033B. Early Works Contract (EWC) site SK021 is 

located to the east of the trace and SK033A and SK033B are located to the west of the trace. A section 

of SK021 has been created as advance planting as part of the EWC to compensate for the loss of native 

broadleaved woodland to provide suitable habitat for amphibians including pond creation, and to 

provide roosting opportunities for bats through the provision of bat boxes. Planting has not yet been 

undertaken for SK033A and SK033B and a section of SK021 and will be undertaken as part of the main 

works. This will include a mosaic of woodland and grassland habitats with the primary function of 

providing habitat connectivity for protected species and combining ancient woodland parcels.  

 

The B4113 Stoneleigh Road Green Overbridge is proposed to reduce the effects of habitat severance 

impacts on bats and provide continued connectivity for bat foraging and commuting habitat over the 

HS2 railway line. This will be achieved through planting on the B4113 Stoneleigh Road Green 

Overbridge and the B4113 Stoneleigh Road Realignment. The design of this will include: 

 

• Species rich hedgerows (minimum of 5 native species per 30m) with a width of 3m along the 

new Stoneleigh Road running over the bridge; 

• Large trees to be planted directly opposite each other to provide bat hop over points along 

Stoneleigh Road in accordance with the HS2 Ecological Technical Standards (Document 

Reference: HS2-HS2-EV-STD-000-000017); 

• Woodland screen planting within Stoneleigh either side of the new Stoneleigh Road; 

• Woodland creation as part of SK033A and SK033B and with connectivity to Hares Parlour and 

Brick Kiln Spinney potential Local Wildlife Site;  

• Species rich grass verges with a width of 3m along the bridge. 

Species to be used will be in keeping with the local area and informed by National Vegetation 

Classification (NVC) surveys undertaken. Planting along the new overbridge will provide connectivity to 

existing Assumed Commuting Routes along hedgerows and the River Avon to the east of the trace and 

habitat creation areas SK021, SK033A and SK033B to the east and west of the trace. This will achieve 

connectivity into the wider landscape through multiple routes. No ecological fencing is proposed and 

hedgerows are expected to guide bats to large trees provided as hop overs. 

 

Woodland and grassland planting within SK021, SK033A, SK033B will provide offset habitat within this 

assumed metapopulation for the great crested newt. 

 

In order to minimise light spill above 0.5 lux and to avoid impacting any bats using this feature, 

woodland planting has been set back from the road. The proposed habitat creation around this asset is 

expected to benefit a range of species including badgers.  

 

Full details of the species composition for these habitats are currently being finalised as part of detailed 

design and will be provided within the Ecology Site Management Plan (ESMP).  

In the assessment undertaken during the ES it has been considered that the current value of the 

landscape will be moderately adversely impacted during the construction phase; however, it is 

expected by the year 15 of the operational phase, the impact will become insignificant due to the 

proposed planting being established and providing the screening required. 

 

The landscape mitigation measures are outlined as follows: 



 

 

promoting biodiversity, and facilitating recreational activities. The proposed planting 

schemes will integrate locally specific vegetation such as mixed woodland, low woodland 

edge planting, and shrub areas. These schemes will adhere to NVC including specific 

classifications like W8 which represent woodland areas predominately characterised by 

oak trees and elms. As part of the project, certain areas of the initial woodland clearing will 

be replanted thereby removing connectivity for bat flight paths as well as facilitating 

movement for both humans and animals. Additionally, new woodland areas are being 

planted to the west and south to enhance screening of the scheme; 

• Embankments and cuttings, both for the railway and highway realignments have been 

shaped to integrate the B4113 Stoneleigh Road Green Overbridge into the character of the 

surrounding landscape. The highway realignment is preserving the existing road, the 

railway passing under the existing road, which becomes a green bridge. These works are 

screened by the proposed vegetation which connects to the existing woodland. The 

earthworks that connect the bridge with maintenance access road, to the Stoneleigh 

Underpass, and to the pumping station do not exceed a slope of 1:3, connecting organically 

to the existing country and business park landscape; 

• Planting includes native broad-leaved woodland, shrub, species-rich grass and hedgerows 

to screen the B4113 Stoneleigh Road Green Overbridge from neighbouring residences and 

users of adjacent Public Right of Way and to also aid integration of the development into 

the landscape; and 

• Selection of species that will reflect tree and shrub species native to the local landscape 

and take into account possible climate change impacts associated with the quality and 

availability of water and the potential increase in pests and diseases. In order to reduce the 

risk of spreading of Ash dieback, Ash will not be part of the proposed species. The planting 

palette for mixed native woodland comprises of Acer campestre (Field Maple), Betula 

pendula (Silver Birch), Ilex aquifolium (Holly), Malus sylvestris (Crab Apple), Prunus avium 

(Wild Cherry/ Gean), Quercus petraea (Sessile oak), Quercus robur (Pedunculate Oak), 

Sorbus aucuparia (Rowan), and shrubs such as: Corylus avellana (Hazel), Crataegus 

monogyna (Hawthorn), Prunus spinosa(Blackthorn), Lonicera periclymenum(Honeysuckle), 

Viburnum opulus (Guelder Rose), Sambucus nigra (Elder), Rosa canina (Dog rose). 



 

 

 

Should you have no objections to the mitigation planting proposals, please would you indicate this in 

your response. Any comment made at this stage on the mitigation proposals will be without prejudice 

to the Council’s determination of the future request for approval of the mitigation scheme for the 

above scheduled works. However, the advice will inform pre-submission discussions for such approvals 

and will be submitted with or referred to in requests for approval.  

 

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Megan Bergh at 

megan.bergh_ww@balfourbeattyvinci.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Megan Bergh 

BBV Planning Consents Specialist 

 

cc.        Lizzie Smith, Town Planning Manager, HS2 

      lizzie.smith@hs2.org.uk  

 James Mumby, Senior Town Planning Manager, HS2 

 James.mumby@hs2.org.za 
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