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1. Introduction 

Widdington Recycling Ltd 

1.1 Widdington Recycling Ltd operates a quarry, inert landfill and waste transfer station at a site located to the 

south-west of Widdington village, Saffron Walden in Essex. 

1.2 On 6th June 2023 planning permission was issued for a time extension to the above operations (reference 

ESS/49/22/UTT).  The planning permission was accompanied by a s106 legal agreement between Widdington 

Recycling Ltd and Essex County Council, which was signed in June 2023. 

1.3 The s106 requires, amongst other things, as set out in Schedule 3 (Highways Survey and Works) to undertake a 

Highway Condition Survey within three months of commencement of development.  This report has been 

drafted to satisfy the requirements of the s106. 

2. Site Description  

2.1 Widdington Recycling, Sandpit, Hollow Road, Saffron Walden, Essex CB11 3SL (hereafter referred to as the site 

is a commercial premises located on the edge of Widdington village. The commercial premises is 

predominantly surrounded by agricultural fields. The premises operates as a recycling centre with skip hire.  

2.2 Widdington Village is located approximately 700m to the east where the majority of the nearby residential 

premises are located.  The M11 is situated to the west of the site, at approximately 630m. 

2.3 The extent of the whole site is approximately 26.6 hectares (66 acres).  This includes the sand pit/landfill 

operations and adjacent woodland and grassland areas which are understood to be formed from a restored 

historic non-hazardous landfill.  The current landfill and waste management area extends to approximately 

11.25ha, whilst the waste management area alone extends to approximately 1.72ha (4.3 acres) and the landfill 

area extends to circa 5.1 ha (12.6 acres).  The landfill site rises from a level of 94m AOD in the north to a high 

point of 106m in the south, with the quarry floor at a level of around 88m AOD.   

2.4 The site is accessed via a single-lane concrete track that connects to Hollow Road to the west of Widdington 

village. This road in turn connects to North Hall Road and the B1383 which connects to Saffron Walden and 

Bishop's Stortford. 

 

3. Hollow Road Description 

3.1 Hollow Road is a single carriageway road with passing places along its length.  The road runs for a distance of 

approximately 524 m from the site entrance to the junction with North Hall Road to the west.  At approximately 

320 m from the site entrance is a railway bridge with a restrictive height.  
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3.2 All operational traffic associated with the waste recycling and instilling operations at the Widdington site are 

required to access the site via Hollow Road from North Hall Road, and thus all vehicles must pass under the 

restrictive height railway bridge. 

3.3 The road is partially kerbed along its length and has drainage included within the highway from the railway 

bridge westwards to North Hall Road.  There is no drainage provision from eastwards from the railway bridge 

to the Widdington site access. 

3.4 The road has several bends where ‘incidental’ passing points have been created over time by vehicles pulling 

off the metalled road on to the verges.   

3.5 Immediately to the east of the railway bridge is a low-lying area of highway that has suffered from repeated 

flooding. 

3.6 The width of the road varies from 2.7m at its narrowest point to 7.0m at its widest. 

3.7 There is a general fall in gradient from approximately 68.1m AOD at the site entrance to 65.4m AOD at the 

junction. 

3.8 At the junction with North Hall Road, there is a wide (c 22m) bell mouth that facilitates traffic movements from 

the north and south into Hollow Road. 

4. North Hall Road Description 

4.1 North Hall Road runs in an approximate north south direction and rises up from the junction with Hollow Road 

at 65.4 m AOD to the junction with the B1383 at 80.0 m AOD. 

4.2 North Hall Road is a relatively wide unclassified road with a with ranging from 5.2 to 6.1 m. 

4.3 This section of road is approximately 357 m long, from the centre of the junction with Hollow Road to the 

junction with the B1383. 

4.4 The entire length of this section of road is kerbed and has surface drainage on both sides of the highway. 

4.5 Approximately 121 m from the Hollow Road junction is a culvert channelling a small drain leading into the river 

that runs to the east of the road.  

4.6 Below is an aerial view of Hollow Road and North Hall Road, with contours levels identified. 
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4.7 A drawing confirming the extent of the survey condition report is attached in Appendix 1. 
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5.6 Section 3 covers a length of Hollow Road of approximately 220 m, which incorporates the section under the 

railway bridge. 

5.7 Section 4 covers a length of Hollow Road of approximately 180 m to the site entrance. 

Section 1 

5.8 This length of road was found to be in good condition.  There was no deterioration of the wearing course of 

the road.  All kerbing was in place and in good condition.  All drains were open, and whilst inspection did not 

extend to checking them, a visual inspection indicated they were free draining. 

General picture of North Hall Road (looking north from junction with Hollow Road) 
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Section 2 

5.9 The Hollow Road junction is suffering from some disintegration of the wearing course along sections of the 

edge of the junction.  

Edge of Junction with Hollow Road and North Hall Road 

 

5.10 It is evident that some HGVs are having to cut the corner of the junction as indicated by the worn verge.  The 

Kerbing is not currently damaged. 
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5.11 The wearing course is generally in good condition on this section, however there was a significant amount of 

mud which had been allowed to build up against the verges. 

5.12 There was evidence of a few cracked kerbs on the southern side of the highway close to the junction. 

 

5.13 Drains along this appeared to be fully operational at the point of the junction with North Hall Road, however 

other drains along this section were noted as being blocked by mud and other debris. 

.  
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5.14 Past the first corner is a pothole on the southern side of the road which has developed, through the wearing 

course and sub-base. 
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5.15 The pothole is approximately 1.0m x 1.5m 

5.16 Confirmation on the status of the road surfacing: 
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Section 3 

5.17 This section includes the length of highway under the railway bridge.  The highway is kerbed and whilst there 

has been significant disturbance of the verge through vehicle movements, the kerbing is in good condition. 

 

 

5.18 There does not appear to be any drainage along this section of the highway, however there is evidence of 

where drain covers may once have been. 
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5.19 The road surface prior to the railway bridge appears to be in generally good condition. 

 



Widdington Recycling Limited                   Widdington – Highways Condition Report 

 

Date: September 2023 Page: 16 

 

5.20 Under the railway bridge, there is evidence of several historic repairs, all of which are still in reasonable 

condition. 
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5.21 On the eastern side of the railway bridge, the highway surfacing is starting to degrade and break up in small 

areas, principally where previews repair work has been undertaken. 

 

5.22 Where vehicles have travelled beyond the surfaced highway and where there is no kerbing evident, significant 

potholes are in evidence, at the edge of the constructed highway. 
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5.23 It is also apparent that there are drainage issues along the length of roadway on the eastern side of the railway 

bridge.  At the time of the inspection, the road was dry, but there was evidence of silt/mud along the edge of 

the highway and into the verges. 
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5.24 The verges of the existing passing places are also well worn by HGVs trafficking over the kerbing. 
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5.25 This is creating issues with potholes/degradation of the road edge. 

 

5.26 Deep potholes over 200mm deep are being created through HGV movements on the verges of the road. 
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5.27 Drains to the east of the bridge are evident however they are not operational, due to blockages caused by 

mud/silt run-off. 
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Section 4 

5.28 This section of highway is generally in good repair, however there is some trafficking beyond the engineered 

surface of the road by HGVs apparent. 
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5.29 Where kerbing is in place, it is generally in a good state of repair, notwithstanding the movement of vehicles 

over the kerbs. 

 

5.30 ‘Unofficial’ passing bays have been created through vehicles travelling on the verges.  This has created 

potholes where the edge of the engineered road surface abuts the verge which is being eroded away. 
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5.31 The ‘approved’ passing bays along this section of the road appear in a good state of repair. 
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5.32 Generally, the wearing course is in a reasonable condition along this length. 

 

5.33 There is evidence of surface degradation at the site entrance/highway interface. 
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  - Highway Condition 

Survey Extent Drawing
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