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1. Introduction

1.1 This Planning, Design and Access Statement (PDAS) has been prepared by AECOM on behalf of National
Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) (‘the Applicant’) and accompanies a detailed planning application
seeking permission for a proposed temporary haul route to the east of Newsholme to support the English
Onshore Scheme (EOS) alignment. The proposed temporary haul road is in addition to the haul road
approved as part of the EOS under application reference 22/01990/STPLFE.

1.2  The formal description of the Proposed Development is as follows:

“Full planning permission for the provision of temporary construction access, in association with
approved planning application ref 22/01990/STPLFE”. (hereafter referred to as ‘the Proposed
Development’)

1.3  The area within the planning application boundary, hereafter referred to as ‘the Site’, is shown within
Figure 1.

Figure 1: Site location plan (SEGL2_T_PA_1 v1 20240214).

o - T == ————
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Overview of this Document

1.4  This PDAS provides a detailed overview of Proposed Development and presents a justification as to why
planning permission should be granted in accordance with relevant planning policies. The following
sections are covered in this PDAS:

- Section two provides the context in which the planning application is submitted and a detailed
description of the Site and surroundings; environmental (and other) designations will be identified.

—  Section three details the Proposed Development.
- Section four identifies the relevant planning policy documents and policies contained in the adopted

development plan, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and other material considerations.

AECOM
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- Section five provides an appraisal of the Proposed Development against relevant planning policies.

—  The final section, section six, draws together conclusions on whether the Proposed Development
accords with the adopted development plan.

Supporting Documentation

1.5 This PDAS refers to, and should be read in conjunction with, the following plans and documents which are
also submitted in support of the planning application:

—  The relevant planning application forms including ownership certificates;

- Covering letter;

- Environmental Statement (ES) Addendum;

- Community Infrastructure Levy form;

—  Site location plan (SEGL2_T_PA_1_240214_Newsholme_Site_Location_Plan_v1);

- Existing approved site plan (SEGL2_T_PA_2_240214_Approved_Newsholme_Block_Plan_v1) (for
information);

—  Proposed site plan in context of EOS (SEGL2_T_PA_3_240214_Newsholme_Block_Plan_v1) (for
information);

—  Proposed site plan standalone (SEGL2_T_PA_4_240214_Newsholme_Block_Plan_PA_Only_v1); and
—  Wider context site location plan (SEGL2_T_PA_5_240227_Site_Location_v1) (for information).

AECOM
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2. Site and Application Context

Context of the Planning Application

2.1  This Application relates to the Eastern Green Link 2 (EGL2) scheme which comprises the Scottish
Onshore Scheme, the Marine Offshore Scheme, and the EOS. EGL2 is a major reinforcement of the
electricity transmission system which will provide additional north-south transmission capacity across
transmission network boundaries ensuring that green energy is transported from where it is produced to
where it is needed.

2.2  The EOS element of the EGL2 scheme comprises approximately 69 kilometres (km) of underground high-
voltage direct current cable from the landfall at Fraisthorpe within the administrative area of East Riding of
Yorkshire Council (ERYC), to the proposed converter station at Drax, located within the administrative
area of North Yorkshire Council (formerly Selby District Council).

2.3  Aplanning application for the EOS element within the jurisdiction of ERYC and was approved by them in
March 2023 under planning application reference 22/01990/STPLFE. The formal description of this
approved development is as follows:

“Construction of sub-surface cable route from Drax Power Station to Fraisthorpe Coastline with
associated accesses and temporary construction compounds in association with the Scotland
to England Green Link” (hereafter referred to as the ‘Approved Development’).

2.4 The Approved Development within ERYC spans a number of landownership boundaries. Following the
approval of application 22/01990/STPLFE, it has been identified that the Approved Development has the
potential to impact on a Christmas Tree farm and business, known as ‘Newholme Farm’ to the southeast
of Newsholme.

2.5 The ‘need’ for the planning application comes from project teams’ engagement with affected landowners
and a desire to understand and work positively and safely with their business requirements during the
construction period. Creation of this additional temporary haul road further south from the Approved
Development would allow for this objective to be met whilst also meeting the instruction requirements of
the EGL2 project.

2.6 This proposed temporary haul road location proposed through this application avoids direct disruption to
the on-going use of the ‘Christmas Tree Farm’, instead directing construction vehicles around the
boundary of the field. Construction activity can therefore take place in relation to the wider Approved
Development (Reference: 22/01990/STPLFE) without disrupting the day-to-day function of Newholme
Farm and associated outbuildings/Christmas tree planting, as well as associated ‘Pick Your Own’ activities
in which members of the public would visit Newsholme Farm before the Christmas period.

Site Context

2.7  The Site, which measures 3.23 hectares (ha), comprises of agricultural land to the south of the A63,
southeast of Newsholme Farm. The Site is within the administrative boundary of ERYC. The Site is
generally flat with areas of broken vegetation planting and hedgerows.

Environmental Designations

Landscape
2.8  The Site is not located within any designated landscape areas.

Ecology

International

AECOM
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2.9  The Site is not within or adjacent to any Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Areas,
or Ramsar Sites. ‘River Derwent SAC’ is the closest international designation located approximately 2km
to the northwest of the Site?.

National

2.10 The Site is not within any Local Nature Reserves or Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)2. The
closest national ecological designations to the Site include (but are not limited to) the following:

- ‘Barn Hill Meadows SSSI’ is located approximately 0.5km to the southeast of the Site.

- ‘River Derwent SSSI’ is located approximately 2km to the southeast of the Site.

Cultural Heritage
2.11 The Site does not contain any Listed Buildings or Scheduled Monuments. The closest listed buildings
include (but are not limited to):

- ‘Barnhill Hall’ (List Entry Number: 1083166) is a Grade Il listed building located approximately 1.1 km
to the southeast of the Site.

—  Grade Il listed buildings ‘Loose Boxes, Hayloft and Pigeoncote to north of Knedlington Hall’ (List Entry
Number: 1083236) and ‘Gate piers at Knedlington Old Hall’ (List Entry Number: 1346717) are located
approximately 1.3km to the southeast of the Site. Grade II* ‘Knedlington Old Hall’' (List Entry Number:
1083235) is a Grade lI* listed building located adjacent to these buildings.

—  The following listed buildings Grade I listed buildings are located in Asselby, approximately 1.3km to
the south of the Site:

. ‘Linton House’ (List Entry Number: 1083233)

. ‘Easy End Farmhouse (West)' (List Entry Number: 1083234)
. ‘The Old Sunday School’ (List Entry Number: 1346715)

. ‘The Black Swan’ (List Entry Number: 1346716)

. ‘Aschilebi’ (List Entry Number: 1083232)

Flood

2.12  The Environment Agency’s Flood Map for Planning® designates the Site as residing within Flood Zone 3.
Flood Zone 3 is defined as land having a 1% or greater annual probability of fluvial flooding; or land
having a 0.5% or greater annual probability of tidal flooding.

! Magic Map Application (defra.gov.uk)

2 Magic Map Application (defra.gov.uk)

3 Flood risk information for this location - Flood map for planning - GOV.UK (flood-map-for-
planning.service.gov.uk) [Accessed 26/02/2024)

AECOM
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3. The Proposed Development

Planning Application Requirement

3.1

3.2

3.3

The Approved Development (Reference: 22/01990/STPLFE) was granted planning permission by EYRC
as the local planning authority in March 2023.

The Approved Development includes several construction compounds and temporary accesses to
facilitate the main works of laying the sub-surface cable route. The approved cable route and associated
works to the south of Newsholme is shown on Figure 2.

The Approved Development demonstrates a ‘Direct Cable Route Working Width’ (40m) above the
Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD).

Figure 2: The Approved Development (Reference: 22/01990/STPLFE)

3.4

3.5

This planning application seeks permission for an additional temporary haul road associated with the EOS
east of Newsholme.

The Proposed Development incorporates the following:

Provision of another temporary haul route (the Proposed Relocated Haul Route), approximately 1 km
in length and accessed via the A63 Hull Road approximately 290 m to the east of the EOS cable
alignment. The proposed temporary haul route north of the A63 Hull Road will cross an unnamed
minor drain via a new culvert and follow back alongside this road to meet the EOS cable alignment,
where the A63 (Newsholme) Primary Compound can be accessed. South of the A63 Hull Road, the
new temporary haul route will travel south for approximately 130 m through agricultural land and will
cross New Drain via a new culvert, where it follows the drain westward to meet the EOS cable
alignment.

Provision of three temporary drainage ponds. One will be situated immediately east of the new
approved haul route and north of the A63 Hull Road, whilst two will be situated immediately east of the
proposed temporary haul route, north and south of the southern unnamed drain respectively.

AECOM
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3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

The proposed temporary haul road will comprise a circa 0.5 m deep layer of unbound granular material
with the potential for geogrid layers to be used for stabilisation. Where the temporary haul road will be built
up, pipes will be installed to ensure natural drainage pathways are maintained across the haul road.

The design seeks move the haul road as far to the east as possible, whilst still achieving 120m visibility
splays (the desirable minimum for a design speed of 70kph (43mph)). This approach relies on the
introduction of a temporary 40mph speed limit on the A63 for the duration of the works, which was also
assumed for the original crossing location.

The new bell-mouth junctions have been developed to the same technical principles which informed the
approved access locations under Approved Development (Reference 22/01990/STPLFE).

All temporary accesses will be removed at the end of the construction programme, and the land returned
to its previous use.

Figure 3: Proposed site layout plan (SEGL2_T_PA_3 v1 20240214)

AECOM
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4. Planning Policy Context

Introduction

4.1  This Section of the PDAS summaries the relevant planning policy context for the Proposed Development
and other material considerations.

Adopted Development Plan

4.2  The Site is within the administrative boundary of ERYC. The relevant adopted Development Plan is the
Local Development Scheme which comprises:

e East Riding Local Plan Strategy Document 2012-2029 (2016) (LPSD)
e East Riding Local Plan Allocations Document 2012-2029 (2016) (LPAD)
e Policies Map 2016.

4.3  APlanning Statement (AECOM, May 2022) was submitted in support of approved planning application ref
22/01990/STPLFE. Chapter 7 of the Planning Statement sets out all policies relevant to the Approved
Development; and each policy is considered to remain relevant in relation to this application, though have
not been provided below in detail to avoid repetition.

Local Planning Policy Updates

4.4  ERYC have made progress on the Emerging Development Plan: Draft East Riding Local Plan Update
2020 — 2039, which was submitted for examination in March 2023. The Inspector has identified a number
of matters and issues to consider as part of the examination and invited the council and interested parties
to provide written responses in August 2023. Hearing Sessions took place between the 315 of October
and 16™ of November 2023. ERYC will now undertake work identified by the Inspector through the
Hearing Sessions, this therefore carries significant weight

4.5  There are no significant updates to the Draft Local Plan that have not already been considered in detail for
Approved Development (22/01990/STPLFE), policies are therefore not discussed in further detail in this
PDAS.

Other Material Considerations

National Planning Policy Framework

4.6  The NPPF, revised on 19" December 2023, sets out the Governments planning policies for England and
explains how these should be applied. Whilst a material consideration, this document does not form part
of the Development Plan.

4.7  There are no updates to the NPPF that have not already been considered in detail for the approved
planning application reference 22/01990/STPLFE, national policies are therefore not discussed in further
detail in this PDAS.

National Planning Practice Guidance

4.8 The NPPG provides additional information to be read alongside the NPPF. This additional guidance has
been considered in the design of the proposals; however, further details are not set out within this PDAS
to avoid repetition with NPPF policies.

The Environment Act (2021)
4.9  The Environment Act 2021 is a legal framework for environmental protection in the United Kingdom. The
Act seeks to improve air and water quality, protect wildlife, increase recycling, and reduce plastic waste.

4.10 Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) became mandatory for major developments from 12" February under
Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as inserted by Schedule 14 of the Environment
Act 2021). As part of this mandate, developers are required to deliver a minimum BNG of 10%, which
means that the development must result in a better-quality habitat than there was before the development.

AECOM
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5.1

Planning Assessment

The following section presents an appraisal of the Proposed Development in accordance with the policy
themes identified below:

Theme 1: Principle of the Proposed Development
Theme 2: Design, Landscaping and Access
Theme 3: Impact of Construction

Theme 4: Ecology and BNG

Theme 5: Flood Risk and Drainage

Theme 6: Contamination and Ground Conditions.

Theme 1: Principle of the Proposed Development

5.2

5.3

54

55

The Proposed Development would see the development of a temporary haul road in additional to that
approved under planning application 22/01990/STPLFE.

The proposed temporary haul road will avoid direct disruption to the on-going use of the ‘Christmas Tree
Farm’, instead directing construction vehicles around the field boundary. This temporary haul road will
avoid disrupting the day-to-day function of Newholme Farm and associated outbuildings/Christmas tree
planting, whilst delivering the essential infrastructure associated with the EOS of EGL2, therefore adhering
to Policy EC1 (Supporting the growth and diversification of the East Riding Economy) of the LPSD.

The Proposed Development will not have any adverse impact on highways safety during construction of
the temporary haul road. The construction and use of the temporary haul road will be carried out in
accordance with the Construction Environmental Management Plan provided with the Approved
Development (Reference: 22/01990/STPLFE)

The Proposed Development enables the delivery of the Approved Development and therefore accords
with Policies C1 (Providing infrastructure and facilities) and EC4 (Enhancing sustainable transport) of the
LPSD and Sections 2 (Achieving sustainable development) and 9 (Promoting sustainable transport) of the
NPPF.

Theme 2: Design, Landscape and Access

5.6

5.7

5.8

The Proposed Development east of Newsholme will not result in the EOS extending into any different
designated landscape areas or landscape character areas, therefore there will be no change to the
potential impact on designated or featured landscape areas or features (as reported within the Original ES
submitted with 22/01990/STPLFE).

There will be no change in the significance of anticipated effects on visual receptors as a result of the
Proposed Development. The Proposed Development will be visible to the residents of Park House Farm,
however the haul road will only be in situ for a temporary period. Once the EOS becomes operational and
the Proposed Development is no longer required, the temporary haul road and any associated structures
will be removed from the Site and the land will be returned to its previous use. Any hedgerows or
vegetation removed will be replaced with an appropriate canopy mix to match or enhance that previously
present.

The Proposed Development is therefore considered to be in accordance with Policy ENV2 (Promoting a
high-quality design) of the LPSD and Section 12 (Achieving well-designed and beautiful places) of the
NPPF.

Theme 3: Impact of Construction

5.9

Receptor 57 is located approximately 278 m from the original approved haul route. The ES Addendum
provided with this application concludes that the required construction works will have a negligible/minor

AECOM
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5.10

511

(not significant) adverse noise effect at Receptor 57, which is considered representative of the residents in
Newsholme Village.

The Proposed Development will now be situated approximately 500m further east of the originally
approved haul road. The distance of the Proposed Development from Newsholme Village ensures that the
impact of the construction works in the form of noise, dust or vibration is likely to likely to be negligible.

As such, the Proposed Development accords with Policy ENV2 (Promoting a high-quality design) of the
LPSD and Section 12 (Achieving well-designed and beautiful places) of the NPPF.

Theme 4: Ecology and BNG
Ecology

5.12

5.13

5.14

5.15

One statutory designated site, the Barn Hill Meadows SSSI, was scoped into the assessment of the
Approved Development (Reference: 22/01990/STPLFE) (where the Haul Route east of Newsholme is
situated). The SSSI site is also identified as a UK Priority Habitat, made up predominantly of Lowland
Meadow and Deciduous Woodland, and part of the SSSI also makes up the Yarmshaw Plantation Local
Wildlife Site. The SSSI is approximately 690m south-east from the planning application boundary at its
nearest point.

The ES Addendum provided with this application concludes that there will be no direct impacts on the
SSSiI, which is entirely avoided by the EOS.

Hedgerow and vegetation clearance associated with the Proposed Development will be kept to a
minimum. Any hedgerows or vegetation removed will be replaced with an appropriate canopy mix to
match or enhance that previously present.

The supporting ES Addendum indicates that the Proposed Development will not have any significant
impact on designated areas or protected species. The nature and location of the proposed temporary haul
road is not materially different to the Approved Development (Reference: 22/01990/STPLFE). As such, the
Proposed Development is considered to be in accordance with Policy ENV4 of LPSD and Paragraphs 180
and 186 of the NPPF.

Biodiversity Net Gain

5.16

5.17

5.18

5.19

The Environment Act (2021) introduced mandatory BNG for major developments from 12" February 2024
and mandatory BNG for small sites from 2" April 2024. The site area is 3.23ha, which constitutes a major
development, and on this basis, BNG is mandatory as set out in the Environment Act 2021.

Notwithstanding this, the Proposed Development should be considered in the context of the wider EOS
application (Reference: 22/01990/STPLFE). A BNG assessment was submitted as part of this application
which indicated that the following ecological enhancements were required to achieve 10% BNG on the
EOS. The BNG assessment stated:

"In order to achieve the 10% BNG target, a further 70.31 habitat units, 60.02 hedgerows units
and 4.02 river units are required”

Condition 4 of 22/01990/STPLFE indicates that details of the intended BNG mitigation should be provided
prior to commencement of any development. It is suggested to ensure consistency between the Approved
Development and the Proposed Development hereby applied for, that any planning conditions attached to
approved planning application ref 22/01990/STPLFE are also attached to this planning application.
Specifically, for BNG, this would include Condition 4 which states:

“No development shall take place on site (other than survey work) until a Biodiversity Net Gain
Plan (BNGP) has been submitted to the Local Planning Authority and approved in writing.

This pre-commencement condition is imposed in accordance with policies ENV4 and ENV5 of
the East Riding Local Plan and in order to secure biodiversity enhancements.”

By attaching this condition to this consent too (and that approved, as mentioned above), the applicant will
be required to submit a comprehensive scheme for all BNG off-setting, at this point, such detail (across
both the Proposed Development and the Approved Development (Reference: 22/01990/STPLFE) could
be reviewed by the Case Officer for approval.
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Theme 5: Flood Risk and Drainage

5.20 Two non-designated watercourses intersect the Proposed Development. One of these is ‘New Drain’,
which was previously crossed using an existing culvert, but will now be crossed using a new temporary
culvert. The other unnamed unmaintained drain which will be crossed using the same methodology is
connected to ‘Black Dyke’. It is assessed that with embedded mitigation (set out in the Original ES
submitted with 22/01990/STPLFE), the potential effect upon these watercourses will be negligible.

5.21 The section of the Proposed Development south of the A63 Hull Road lies within Flood Zone 3 from
fluvially dominated sources. Flood Zone 3 is defined as land having a 1% or greater annual probability of
fluvial flooding. In accordance with the NPPF, “A site-specific flood risk assessment should be provided for
all development in Flood Zones 2 and 3”4

5.22 Paragraph 169 of the NPPF states that if it is not possible for development to be located in areas with a
lower risk of flooding, the exception test may have to be applied. Paragraph 170 of the NPPF therefore
sets outs that to pass the exception test, it should be demonstrated that:

“(a) the development would provide wider sustainability benefits to the community that outweigh
the flood risk; and

(b) the development will be safe for its lifetime taking account of the vulnerability of its users,
without increasing flood risk elsewhere, and, where possible, will reduce flood risk overall.”

5.23 Paragraph 171 of the NPPF states that “both elements of the exception test should be satisfied for
development to be allocated or permitted”.

5.24 The Proposed Development satisfies parts (a) and (b) of Paragraph 170 in that the development will
deliver wider sustainability benefits to the community which outweigh the flood risk. The Proposed
Development will enable the Approved Development of the EOS, which will provide additional north-south
transmission capacity across transmission network boundaries ensuring that green energy is transported
from where it is produced to where it is needed.

5.25 The Proposed Development satisfies part (b) through the nature of the development. The Proposed
Development is for a temporary haul road on existing agricultural land. The nature of such development
will not increase flooding on or off-site, and flooding on the land will have a negligible impact on the public
due to the nature of the use.

5.26 The conclusions presented in the FRA submitted with the Approved Development (Reference:
22/01990/STPLFE) remain applicable to the Proposed Development. As such, the submitted ES
Addendum includes the following measures to manage flood risk for the Proposed Development:

—  ADrainage Strategy incorporating a Site Drainage Plan will be prepared prior to the commencement of
works. The Drainage Strategy will specify measures to minimise the impact of the construction on
existing drainage systems (manmade and natural). This will be developed following detailed drainage
investigations (e.g., to identify underground sewers and surface water drains etc.) and hydrological
assessments, which will determine potential location specific risks in relation to the water and natural
environment and identify appropriate control measures to reduce the risks.

—  An appropriate drainage system will be incorporated to manage surface water and sediment runoff.
This will include header and filter drains, use of sandbags either side of the temporary haul road at
watercourse crossings and ensure runoff is directed into attenuation ponds to remove sediment and
potential contaminants before discharging (to local watercourse or infiltration) at a controlled rate
which is to be agreed with the relevant regulator. The indicative position of the drainage ponds is
indicated on the Proposed Block Plan (SEGL2_T_PA_3 240214).

5.27 The ES Addendum states that there will be no change to the residential flood risk from the Approved
Development to the Proposed Development, and furthermore, measures to manage flood risk have been
included in the ES Addendum. As such, the Proposed Development is therefore considered to be in
accordance with Policy ENV6 (Managing Environmental Hazards) of the LPSD and Sections 14 (Meeting
the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change) of the NPPF.

4 National Planning Policy Framework - 14. Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change
- Guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) Accessed 04 March 2024
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Theme 6;: Contamination and Ground Conditions

5.28 The low sensitivity of the minor drains and implementation of embedded mitigation would result in minimal
change to the risk of contaminated runoff; therefore, the significance of effect remains negligible. The
same mitigation measures as outlined in the Original ES Chapter 18: Outline Construction Environmental
Management Plan (Appendix A) to prevent and manage risks of contamination will be used. These
include:

—  ADrainage Strategy incorporating a Site Drainage Plan will be prepared prior to the commencement of
works. The Drainage Strategy will specify measures to minimise the impact of the construction on
existing drainage systems (manmade and natural). This will be developed following detailed drainage
investigations (e.g., to identify underground sewers and surface water drains etc.)

5.29 The proposed mitigation will manage the risk of any on or off-site contamination, therefore the Proposed
Development is considered to be in accordance with Policy ENV6 (Managing environmental hazards) of
the LPSD and Paragraph 189 of the NPPF.
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6.

6.1

6.2

6.3

Summary and Conclusions

This PDAS has been prepared by AECOM on behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) in
support of an application seeking full planning permission for the provision of temporary construction
access, in association with approved planning application ref 22/01990/STPLFE, to the east of
Newsholme.

As summarised throughout this PDAS, the Proposed Development facilitates the provision of a temporary
construction access which will support the EOS alignment.

The assessment undertaken in this PDAS demonstrates that there are no adverse impacts associated
with the Proposed Development. When considered against the Development Plan for ERYC and relevant
national planning policy, it is considered that the Proposed Development is acceptable. Accordingly,
planning permission should be granted.
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