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Lim itations and Copyright 
 

Jomas Associates Ltd  has prepared this report for the sole use of the above-named client or their agents in accordance with our General Terms and Conditions, under which 

our services are performed.  It is expressly  stated  that no other warranty,  expressed or implied,  is  made as to the professional  advice included  in this report or any other 

services provided by us. This report may not be relied upon by any other party without the prior and express written agreement of Arbtech Consulting Limited. The 

conclusions  and recommendations contained in this report are based upon information provided by third  parties. Information obtained from third parties has not been 

independently verified by Jomas Associates Ltd. 

 

 

© This report is the copyright of Jomas Associates Ltd. Any unauthorised  reproduction or usage by any person other than the addressee is strictly prohibited. 
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Executive Summary 
 

Jomas Associates Ltd  was  instructed  by Roundbush  Services  Ltd to undertake a  Biodiversity  Net Gain  (BNG) Assessment at 20  Watford  Road,  Radlett, WD7 8LE (hereafter 

referred  to as "the site"). The assessment was required  to inform  a planning  application for the demolition  of the  existing  house and construction  of 6 apartments with  

basement parking  (hereafter referred  to as "the  proposed  development"). 

 

 

❖    The site  generates  0.88 area-based habitat units and 0.09  linear-based  habitat units. A post-development calculation  must be undertaken to discern  the net change 

of biodiversity value of the site. 

 

 

❖     In  order to achieve a  +10% biodiversity  net gain for  area-based  habitats,  a  minimum area-based  score of 0.97  will  need to be achieved  (baseline unit score of 0.88 
 

+ 10% of this value.  Similarly,  to achieve  a +10% biodiversity  net gain for  linear-based  habitats,  a  minimum linear-based score of 0.10  will  need to be achieved. 
 

 

❖ Draft plans suggest the site will  be losing  considerable amounts of soft landscaping  (vegetated  gardens)  to facilitate the  provision  of sealed surfaces  (buildings and 

patios).  It  is  recommended the landscape  plan maximize  the quality  of soft landscaping  in areas under  central  management (i.e.  not within  garden  areas managed 

by the  residents themselves)  by the  provision  of higher  quality  habitats such  as mixed  scrub  (as opposed  to ornamental,  introduced  shrubs),  species-rich  (6+ 

species/m)  grasslands (as opposed  to modified  grass lawns),  native trees,  biodiverse  green  roofs,  and species-rich ground-based or fa~ade-bound  modular  green 

walls  where  possible  for  area-based  habitats  and the  incorporation  of native,  species-rich  hedgerows on site  for  linear-based  habitats.  Retained  areas  in the rear 

could   be  enhanced   if  it will  be  under  central  management,  particularly with  mixed  scrub  habitats  in  place  of the  existing  shrubs  and  the  management  and 

maintenance of the existing  pond to improve  habitats for  herpetofauna,  bats,  birds,  hedgehogs,  and insects. 

 

 

❖ If net gain cannot be achieved  on site, the  deficit units  of area- and/or  linear-based  habitat units  can be compensated  for off-site. This approach  is only to be used 

after exhausting  all possibility of achieving  net gain on site and also after exploring  if any habitat can be retained  on site as far as possible.  Note any off-site offsetting 

will  require specific habitats of the appropriate distinctiveness to satisfy trading rules. The mechanism for securing  this off-setting will need to be proposed  to, and 

confirmed by the  LPA.  See Section  4.3 for  more information. 

 

 

❖ A Biodiversity  Net  Gain  (BNG)  Management  Plan must be produced  for  the site.  This should  include  recommendations  for  the implementation,  management  and 

monitoring  of the site for at least 30 years. 

 

 

 

 

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  4



 

 



Roundbush Services Ltd                                                                                                                                                                                                                       20 Watford Road, WD7 8LE 
 

 

1.0 Introduction and Context 

 

Jomas Associates Ltd  was instructed  by Roundbush  Services  Ltd  to undertake  a  Biodiversity  Net  Gain  (BNG) Assessment  at  20 Watford  Road,  Radlett,  WD7 8LE (hereafter 

referred to as "the site"). The assessment was required to inform a planning application for the demolition of the existing house and construction of 6 apartments with 

basement parking (hereafter referred to as "the proposed development"). A draft plan showing the proposed development is provided in Appendix 1. 

This report should be read in conjunction with the following  documents: 
 

•     Statutory DEFRA Biodiversity Metric. 
 

•     Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA): 20 Watford  Road,  Radlett, WD7 8LE (Jomas Associates Ltd., 2023). 

 

1.1 Site Location,  Geology and Landscape Context 
 

The site is located at National Grid  Reference TQ  15762  99863  and has an area of approximately 0.26ha comprising  private dwelling  with its associated outbuilding, a 

vegetated  garden with  introduced shrubs, scattered trees,  an ornamental  pond,  non-native,  ornamental  hedgerows, as well as sealed/unsealed surfaces.  It is surrounded 

by urban dwellings to the east and south and arable fields to the north and west. The wider landscape comprises a  mosaic of developed lands such as urban built-up areas 

of Watford and Borehamwood,  large arable fields, and various green park spaces. A site location plan is provided in Appendix 2. 

 

1.2 BNG Informative 
 

BNG is a specific,  measurable outcome of project activities that deliver demonstrable and quantifiable  benefits to biodiversity compared to the baseline situation.  In  order 

to achieve BNG,  a project must be able to demonstrate that it has followed  all 10 of the Principles of Biodiversity  Net Gain (as outlined  in the British Standard 8683:2021 

Process for Designing and Implementing Biodiversity Net Gain). 
 

The legalised  Environment Act (2021) requires developments in  England to demonstrate a measurable net gain in  biodiversity and sets a target of a minimum of +10% BNG 

for all developments. It also stipulates that a  management plan with a  minimum  30-year term, should be adopted to ensure biodiversity net gain can be delivered. The 

Environment Act (2021) is still  in a transitional  phase and is not expected to become mandatory until January 2024.  However, the requirement for biodiversity net gain is 

also enshrined within the National  Planning  Policy Framework (NPPF,  2023). Though the Hertsmere  Local  Plan (2013) does not reference  BNG, the Hertsmere  Biodiversity 

Net Gain:  Draft Supplementary Planning  Document (SPD; 2022) states the Hertsmere Borough Council expects applications to deliver a minimum of +10% net gain (Section 

6.1). 
 

The DEFRA Statutory  Biodiversity  Metric,  which  has superseded the  Biodiversity  Metric  4.0 in  November  2023,  is  the  latest and final  version of the  metric  tool  used to 

calculate BNG.  It enables the calculation of habitat value pre- and post-development in order to determine the overall change in biodiversity value as a result of the proposed 

development. The Biodiversity Metric has separate BNG assessments for areas of habitat,  hedgerows and watercourses. 
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2.0 Methodology 

 

2.1 Baseline Biodiversity Value 
 

The baseline BNG Calculation was informed by a PEA (Jomas Associates Ltd., 2023). A baseline habitat plan is provided in Appendix 3. 
 

 

 

Habitat Classification 
 

The PEA classified the habitats on site according to UK Habitat Classification User Manual  (UK Habitat Classification Working Group, 2023). 
 

 

 

Habitat Area/Length 
 

The area or length of each habitat was calculated using qGIS software.  In calculating the area or length of each habitat, habitats which occur as two or more isolated parcels 

across the site were combined, where they were deemed to be of a similar composition and condition.  Distinctions were made between habitats to be retained  (i.e.  left as 

found in baseline), enhanced (i.e. improved condition) or lost (i.e. destroyed by proposed development). Areas of scattered trees were calculated using the Tree Helper tool 

within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. Class sizes for urban trees are set out in Table 13 of the Draft Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide (Natural  England, 2023). 

 

 

Habitat Condition 
 

Habitat condition was assessed using the relevant condition assessment sheets found in the Draft Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide (Natural  England,  2023). 
 

 

 

Strategic Significance 
 

Strategic significance was assigned for each habitat based upon a review of the following: 
 

•     Ecological value 
 

•     Function within the landscape 
 

•     Any site or habitat allocations under the Hertsmere Local  Plan (2013),  Hertfordshire  Biodiversity Action  Plan (BAP),  Hertsmere Biodiversity and Trees SPD (2010) 
 

 

 

2.2 Limitations 
 

The PEA survey was completed  outside  of the  optimal  survey period (April  to October)  limiting  the  identification  of ground flora species.  Considering  the habitats on site 

being vegetated gardens dominated  by intensely managed modified grasslands and introduced/ornamental shrubs, this is not considered to be a  major limitation. 

An arboricultural survey report was not provided; thus tree data  may not be accurate and this report will  require amendments upon the receipt of the tree survey reports. 
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