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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Willow cottage as viewed from the rear. 

This statement has been prepared in support of the proposed extension to the 
rear of Willow Cottage in Amberley. This submission is further to a previous 
consented application (SDNP/22/05507/HOUS & SDNP/22/05508/LIS) for a 
design that is in principle the same.

The ammendments to the previous application will be highlighted in this 
document.
 
Willow cottage is Grade 2 listed and is situated within the Amberley conservation 
area as well as the wider South Downs National Park. Due to these designations 
great care has been taken to ensure any proposal meets the requirements for 
development within this context.

The desire to create additional accommodation is primarily to create an area 
within the house where the distant views to the rear of the property can be 
enjoyed. Currently there is limited opportunity for this within the dwelling.

Views of the rear of Willow Cottage are limited from within the public realm. 
Not withstanding this it will be shown that a proposed solution can provide a 
solution to the brief whilst having minimal to no impact upon the public realm.

A key aspect in planning as we move towards a net zero economy is how 
proposed development responds positively to climate change. An application 
which can offer a sustainable response to the site and enhancements to an 
existing dwelling will be viewed more positively than one that ignores these 
issues. 

AMBERLEY CASTLEAMBERLEY CHURCH COTTAGE
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SPRING EQUINOX
MARCH 20

Sunrise  06:05
Sunset: 18:14

SUMMER SOLSTICE
JUNE 21

Sunrise  04:47
Sunset: 21:19

AUTUMN EQUINOX
SEPTEMBER 23

Sunrise  06:49
Sunset: 18:58

WINTER SOLSTICE
DECEMBER 21

Sunrise  08:02
Sunset: 15:57

The adjacent diagrams accurately show the rising and setting sun in relation 
to the site at Willow Cottage. This understanding of the position of the sun at 
different times of the year has assisted in developing the form and the strategy 
for the placement and detailing of the proposed fenestration.  This is particularly 
important for the site at Willow Cottage which is predominantly north facing.

SUN RISE

SUN SET

1.2 SUN PATH ANALYSIS
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1.3 SITE PHOTOS AS EXISTING

Top left: Rear view of Willow cottage looking east

Top right: Rear view showing the space between the annex and rear of Willow 
Cottage. The existing oil tank can be seen in the photo

Bottom left: Rear view of Willow cottage 

Bottom right: Photo showing the space between Willow Cottage and property to 
the east view of the rear is possible).
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1.5 HISTORIC BUILDING ASSESSMENT

Willow cottage is a Grade 2 listed dwelling dating from circa 1830 (list entry 
1027506). The dwelling was first listed in 1980.

The current owners undertook senstive rennovation works in  following a 
succesful planning application in 2000 (AM/10/00 and AM/11/00). The works 
included new glazing, facade repairs and the rebuilding of the rear outbuilding 
to be in keeping with the main house.

The historic listing is largely concerned with the primary facade facing Church 
Street and list the property as follows;

‘2. Circa 1830. Two storeys. Four windows. Faced with cement. Eaves cornice. 
Slate roof. Casement windows. Trellised wooden porch.’

Not withstanding this the rear facade has consistent traditional detailing. It will 
be shown that the proposals have been developed so as to propose a new 
addition to Willow Cottage that occupies the space between the existing annex 
building and rear facade. Following the exploration of a number of different 
options this location was chosen so as to provide a new addition that does not 
create a harmful impact on the setting of a listed building. The proposals will 
not impact the public realm and are located in a subtle position within the rear 
of the site that has no impact on the facade when viewed from Church Street.

However, it is considered that through the removal of the existing oil tank and 
integration of the rear annex, the impact of the proposals will be positive.

Aerial photograph of Amberley (1949). Willow cottage can be seen to the rear of the castle
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2.2 PROPOSED REAR VIEW 

The adjacent image shows how the proposed extension responds to the 
existing pitched roofs to create a complementary but modern addition to Willow 
Cottage.

The proposed materials used in the extension are naturally weathered timber 
cladding to the gable end and sides with slate tiles to match those elsewhere 
on the dwelling.

The annex will be rebuilt to look exactly as it does currently. 

Artists impression of the proposed extension and its relationship to the dwelling

CLADDING: 
FSC certified timber left to weather naturally. 
Aligned vertically.

Species proposed as Western Red Ceder due 
to longevity.
Location: Gable wall to extension

ROOF: 
Slate tiles to match existing

Location: New roofs






