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Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
RE: Non-material amendment application in relation to planning permission 20/00078/FUL for a 

single storey extension and external lift shaft and internal alterations to care home at Apple House, 

15-22 Bushlow End, Wigston, LE18 2BA 

 

Heatons has been instructed by our client Mr M Vali to submit a Non-Material Amendment 

application under Section 96A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) in relation 

to changes to the approved Block Plan and Landscaping Plan of permission 20/00078/FUL, as listed 

in Condition 4. A copy of the decision notice is listed in Appendix 1 and copies of the 2 affected 

approved plans are provided in Appendix 2. 

The revised plans are submitted separately and also provided as copies in Appendix 3. They are: 

- Block Plan - ME10223-02B 

- Landscaping Plan – ME0424-09 

The changes made relate to the hard and soft landscaping, the parking layout for cars, the location 

of cycle storage provision and an area for the parking of motor bikes.  

The aim of the application is to establish that the changes within the red line site of the original 

planning permission are non-material relative to the approved scheme and, therefore, 2 approved 

plans can be substituted with the submitted revised plans within the scope of permission 

20/00078/FUL. The wording of Condition 3 may also need to be amended slightly to secure the 

provision of certain revised landscaping within an acceptable timeframe. This would be part of the 

overall non-material amendment of the original permission. 

Amongst other things the revised landscaping scheme includes an area of concrete hardsanding 

where only gravel was previously approved. This hardstanding facilitates a revised parking scheme  
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(see below) and the provision of an additional safe, bound useable area for residents. The latter is 

most important as the home caters for people who are over the age of 65 where the avoidance of 

falls is paramount. Gravel does not provide a stable surface under foot and is difficult to navigate 

using certain mobility aids (including wheelchairs). The concrete area can be accessed using a 

concrete path and hardstanding area to the south of the disabled parking bay.  

The scheme shows the provision of an undeveloped and gravel area around an existing tree to allow 

water penetration to its roots. 

An area close to the extension is now shown as artificial grass placed over an existing patio 

(hardstanding), to provide a safe, attractive, practical and usable area for residents. No details were 

previously approved for this area other than the provision of an apple tree. The latter is now shown 

as being provided to the rear within the required natural grass area. The existing front wall screens 

the patio/artificial grass area from the road such that it causes no harm to the visual amenities of the 

area or the character and appearance of the Lane Conservation Area (see Appendix 4). The artificial 

grass also has no material effect on surface water drainage given that the surface below was bound 

and, in any event, the overall scheme includes areas of grass and a soakaway.  

The submitted planting scheme includes some other minor and acceptable revisions to the approved 

planting, including the provision of a red maple tree rather than 3 small olive trees. The type and 

amount of landscaping is not insignificant in relation to the limited nature of the approved extension 

development, which is well designed, partly screened the existing front wall and does not need to be 

screened by planting.  

Overall, the proposed changes to the hard and soft landscaping are acceptable non-material 

amendments to the approved scheme. 

The approved Block and Landscaping plans actually show different parking schemes (i.e. a 

discrepancy within the existing permission). The revised parking layout provides 4 parking bays 

including 1 disabled bay as per the approved Landscaping Plan. Their location is as per 4 bays on the 

approved Block Plan. The submitted parking scheme is shown the same on the Block and Landscaping 

Plans. The arrangement includes suitable turning space to allow all vehicles to enter and leave the 

site safely in a forward gear. The revised scheme is an acceptable non-material amendment to the 

approved scheme/s both visually and in terms of highway safety. 

The changed location for the storage of cycles and the provision of the new motor cycle storage area  
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practical changes to better meet the needs of the business. Such storage will be to the rear of the 

building as per the approved scheme and hence have no greater impact on the streetscene or the 

character and appearance of the Lane Conservation Area than the approved scheme. The change 

cycle and motorcycle storage are acceptable non-material amendments to the approved scheme  

Overall, the revised plans provide an acceptable non-material amendment to the approved scheme 

in various respects as outlined above. 

It should be noted that the application does NOT, and indeed cannot, include an additional area of 

land to the north of the application site of 20/00078/FUL, which is already being used as additional 

garden land for the care home and houses an open sided gazebo (plan and extract of this separate 

area at the rear of 72 Central Avenue is shown in Appendix 5). This area cannot be considered as part 

of this NMA application because it falls outside of the red lined application site of 20/00078/FUL, 

which cannot be amended by a NMA. This area must not, therefore, be considered as part of the 

determination of the submitted NMA application and it is instead a completely separate matter in 

planning terms. Heatons is happy to proceed on this basis. In this regard, I will contact the LPA 

separately in the next few weeks to discuss this additional area and whether any separate planning 

application/s are considered necessary. 

If the LPA requires any additional information or clarification of any of the information submitted for 

the LPA, please contact me directly.  

 

Yours faithfully 

Chrissy Farrer - BA(Hons) DipTP MRTPI 

Heatons 
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Appendix 1 - Decision Notice of 20/00078/FUL 
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Appendix 2 – Approved Block Plan and Landscape Plan 
 
Approved Block Plan – M12606/19-02A 
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Approved Landscape Plan - M12606/19-09B 
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Appendix 3 – Revised Block Plan and Landscape Plan 
 
Revised Block Plan - ME10223-02B 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

10 
 

 
Revised Landscape Plan ME0424-09 
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Appendix 4 – Streetscene showing approved extension and front wall 
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Appendix 5 – Additional area to the rear that does not and cannot form part of this Non-Material 

Amendment application (because it lies outside of the red line site of 20/00078/FUL) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Note: For procedural reasons this area will be discussed separately with the case officer/LPA outside 

of the scope of the submitted NMA application. 


