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 HERITAGE STATEMENT 
 

Internal works to a listed building to enable strategic timber decay 

remediation at 

10 Market Place Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE13 1DT 
 

 
 

 
Overview of 10 Market Place, Wisbech: 

The whole of the property known as 10 market Place, Wisbech comprises an early C19 shop 
refitted in the 1930s. There is also a single-storey mid-C20 rear extension and attached two-
storey C19 building that face onto the lane (Wilderness Walk) at the rear of the site. 

The original part of 10 Market Place, being the early-C19 shop refitted in the 1930s, is listed 
at Grade II for the following principal reasons:  

 Architectural interest: the Art Deco shop fittings are characteristic of the new inter-
war style which was an important means of introducing the Modern Movement into 
the country;  

 Interior: the graceful tile patterns and pale marble veneers achieve an overall fluidity 
of decorative effect that exhibits skilful design and craftsmanship;  

 Degree of survival: the fittings survive with a remarkably high degree of intactness, 
thereby representing a well-preserved Art Deco interior of considerable quality;  

 Historic interest: A stylistically restrained, well-proportioned townhouse and 
commercial premises of the early C19.  

 Group value: it has group value with numerous listed buildings on the Market Place, 
particularly Nos.8 and 9 to the east and Nos.11, 12 and 13 to the west which are all 
early C19 shops.  
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The single storey rear extension and the attached two storey building which front 
Wilderness Walk are not listed and it is these parts of the property to which the associated 
Planning Application (PP-07636843) relates. 

History 

The Fenland town of Wisbech stands on the River Nene and grew in the middle Ages as an 
inland port and market town. In the C17 the inhabitants resisted the draining of the Fens 
but this resulted in the town becoming a prosperous port. On either side of the river at the 
west end of the town are the North and South Brink, two well-preserved Georgian streets of 
merchants’ houses and warehouses, including the notable Peckover House which is now 
owned by the National Trust. The town has two market places and a sophisticated planned 
development called The Crescent which was built on the site of the castle in the late C18. 
Trade continued to flourish, especially after the Nene outfall to the Wash was improved 
with a new channel in 1827-30, and shipbuilding brought further wealth to the town. 
 
10 Market Place was built in the early C19, presumably as a shop with living accommodation 
above. At some point it was occupied by a chemist before being taken over in 1908 by the 
butcher George William Frank whose descendants continued to run the family business until 
2015. In 1932 the shop was refitted in Art Deco style by George Barlow and Sons of 
Sheffield. The Ordnance Survey maps of 1902 and 1927 show three adjoining buildings 
occupying the long, narrow plot that runs between the Market Place and the lane at the 
rear of the site known as Wilderness Walk. It is thought that a conservatory was built to the 
rear of the building that faces the Market Place but this was replaced by a bake house, 
probably in the 1960s. The C19 building to the rear of the site has also been converted into 
a kitchen. In the 1990s the window on the left hand side of the shop front was smashed by a 
car and a replica was made to replace it. 

Details 

Early-C19 shop refitted in the 1930s:  
 
Materials: brown brick laid in Flemish bond with brick dressings. 
 
Plan: the building has a frontage on the south side of the Market Place and is rectangular on 
plan with a rear wing.  
 
Exterior: the four-storey, three-bay building facing the Market Place has a stone-coped 
parapet and a wide band at first-floor sill level. The ground floor shop front has a plain frieze 
with wooden edges and two stall risers of black granite which support square, metal-framed 
bay windows. The recessed double-leaf wooden doors have a single lower panel and a long 
glazed panel above, brass upright handles and an over light. The porch floor is laid in pale 
grey marble with a sunburst motif in black marble. The wooden door on the left hand side 
has four long panels with wide fillets and four small square panels along the top, the central 
two glazed with bull’s eye glass. It has an over light and a decorative tiled surround of blue 
tiles with cream panels edged in a black and white billet pattern. 
 



3 
 

The third floor has three six-over-six pane recessed sash windows with straight gauged brick 
arches. The three second floor six-over-six pane sashes have similar openings, as do the two 
larger six-over-six pane windows on the first floor. The central French window on the first 
floor dates to the 1930’s. The sash windows have horns and are not original. The subsidiary 
rear elevation is lit by C20 windows with cambered gauged brick arches.  
 
Interior: the principal area of interest is the very fine Art Deco shop fittings which are 
complete in every detail including the elaborate geometric black and white tiled floor, pale 
grey marble-topped counters, and full-height white tiled walls. These have pale blue 
moulded tile dado rails and skirting; a wide dado band of mottled blue, grey and pink tiles 
embellished with narrow bands bearing either a fylfot motif or three-leaf and berries; and a 
flamboyant frieze of stylised foliage and swags. The shop has an egg-and-dart cornice and 
decorative ceiling in shallow relief. There are original chrome wall hanging bars in the 
window recesses and on the walls. Behind the principal counter is a double-leaf wooden 
door with brass hinges and glazed upper panels. 
 
There are few remaining early C19 features on the upper floors with the exception of a hob 
grate in one of the bedrooms, a reeded door surround to the principal reception room, and 
the remnants of a French window in a handsome wide door surround with fluted jambs and 
corner blocks that must have led originally into the garden or conservatory. There are some 
later fireplaces, including an Art Deco one in the principal reception room which has a 
geometric tiled inset, and some Edwardian six-panelled doors. 

Reasons for Listing: 

10 Market Place, an early-C19 shop refitted in the 1930s, is listed at Grade II for the 
following principal reasons: 

 Architectural interest: the Art Deco shop fittings are characteristic of the new inter-
war style which was an important means of introducing the Modern Movement into 
the country; 

 Interior: the graceful tile patterns and pale marble achieve an overall fluidity of 
decorative effect that exhibits skilful design and craftsmanship; 

 Degree of survival: the fittings survive with a remarkably high degree of intactness, 
thereby representing a well-preserved Art Deco interior of considerable quality; 

 Historic interest: A stylistically restrained, well-proportioned townhouse and 
commercial premises of the early C19. 

 Group value: it has group value with numerous listed buildings on the Market Place, 
particularly Nos.8 and 9 to the east and Nos.11, 12 and 13 to the west which are all 
early C19 shops. 
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The Proposal 

The proposed structural repairs to the front elevation of 10 Market Place, Wisbech, Cambs 

PE13 1DT, on behalf of Whitfield Group Ltd, aim to address long-standing issues of timber 

decay and deterioration caused by water ingress.  

By meticulously outlining the design considerations and access requirements integral to the 

project, this proposal seeks to not only rectify existing structural concerns but also ensure 

the preservation of the building's historical and architectural significance.  

The emphasis lies on prioritizing the conservation of the existing building fabric, with special 

attention given to interior architectural features such as the cornice in the shop area.  

Temporary propping measures are strategically planned to guarantee the safety of the 

structure during remedial works, while steel reinforcements are introduced to provide 

lasting support. 
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Impact of the Proposal 

The proposed structural repairs hold significant implications for both the immediate and 

long-term future of 10 Market Place. 

Upon implementation, the carefully planned design considerations will not only mitigate 

existing structural vulnerabilities but also safeguard the building against future 

deterioration.  

Preservation efforts, including the careful removal and reinstatement of architectural 

features, contribute to maintaining the property's historical and aesthetic integrity, thereby 

ensuring its continued cultural significance within the Wisbech community. 

Additionally, the meticulous attention to access requirements ensures that the repair 

process is conducted efficiently and safely, minimizing disruption to both the building 

occupants and the surrounding area.  

Ultimately, the successful execution of this proposal promises to enhance the structural 

stability and visual appeal of 10 Market Place while honoring its rich architectural heritage. 

Flood Zone Map: 

 

                                                                         

Conclusion:  

The Heritage Statement presents a comprehensive overview of the proposed structural 

repairs, emphasizing the careful consideration of design elements and access requirements. 

The document ensures compliance with planning regulations while preserving the historical 

and architectural integrity of the property. 


