
Green Roof Maintenance - Extensive Green Roofs

Background

Extensive green roofs typically have a growing medium between 70 – 150mm deep.  Vegetation is
generally provided in the form of either selected plug plant, pre grown blankets, vegetation
cuttings or seeds and dependent upon the depth can support a wide variety of species.   These
include wild flowers, grasses and herbs in addition to the more traditionally used alpines and
sedums.  An increased amount of dead vegetation is created from a more varied species mix
following flowering.  This will need to be cut back and removed, reducing the bio-mass on the
roof and encouraging germination from the dead flower heads.

In the early spring the first signs of life returning to the vegetation on the roof are lead by any
grasses present, quickly followed by a general “colouring up” of the sedum foliage, with other
species following suit shortly thereafter. The growth and flowering of the individual species within
the vegetation mix through the late spring and summer will be dependant upon the climatic
conditions which will also determine which species will be most prominent in any given year.

In the winter, sedum plants for example will appear to shrink back, the leaves become smaller
and usually turn red/brown in colour as they prepare themselves to withstand the winter months.

General Maintenance

General maintenance is normally carried out twice annually -  Spring and Autumn.  The following
points should be followed to keep the roof maintained in a healthy condition and to protect the
validity of the guarantee.

Maintenance Procedures:-

Remove all dead vegetation and debris from the roof and ensuring all outlets, gutters and
downpipes are clear. Where the species mix incorporates wild flowers and grasses it is
recommended that all dead vegetation is mown / strimmed down and the waste is removed from
the roof and disposed off.

Any vegetation which has encroached into drainage outlets, walkways and the vegetation barriers
(pebbles) should be removed. Weeding an extensive green roof is necessary to maintain a healthy
roof and all aggressive species of shrub sapling and undesirable plants should be removed.

Note: Some weeds are helpful to the biodiversity of the roof and considered as a problem only of
aesthetics. If considered excessive, they can be removed ensuring that care is taken to follow
specific instructions as to the type and species of vegetation removed.




