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1 Introduction

1.1 Terms of Reference

1.1.1 Huckle Ecology was commissioned to prepare ecological information required for the discharge of a planning

condition attached to the planning decision notice that granted permission for the “Use of land for stationing

of 2 shepherds huts for holiday use together with office/store”. The planning permission was granted following

a planning application submitted to East Suffolk Council in 2023 (Ref DC/23/2012/FUL) and determined on 12th

October 2023.

1.1.2 A Biodiversity Mitigation and Enhancement Plan (CEMP) is required in relation to Condition 6 that was attached

to the Decision notice, and which states:

1.2 Aim of this report

1.2.1 This report provides the information required to discharge Condition 6 set out above, which requires to be

discharged prior to commencement of the development.

1.2.2 Two other conditions relating to ecology and biodiversity were also attached to the decision notice:

• Condition 4 – relating to ecological avoidance, mitigation and enhancement measures; and

• Condition 5 – relating to there being no external lighting unless a ‘lighting design strategy for

biodiversity” has been submitted and approved by the local planning authority.

1.2.3 While Condition 4 overlaps to a large degree with the requirement of Condition 6, these conditions are not

required to be approved “…prior to commencement of development” and are not specifically covered in this

report.

2 Review of Ecological Assessment Report (Huckle Ecology, May 2023)

2.1 Introduction

2.1.1 This section summarises the potential ecological effects identified within the Ecological Assessment Report
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2.6.3 The woodland habitats remained in a comparable state and condition to those surveyed in March 2023.  A

small number of ash trees had been felled consistent with the recommended woodland management and

other than some minor changes in the use of the site, there were not significant variations in the habitats

present or their potential to support protected species.

3 Biodiversity Management and Enhancement Plan (BMEP)

3.1.1 Section 5 of the Ecological Assessment Report recommended that a BMEP would provide assurance that the

constraints associated with protected species, and the potential effects likely to occur at different phases of

the proposed development, including the pre-construction, construction and operational phase of the scheme

were appropriately considered. The BMEP will incorporate the specific requirements of mitigation required to

prevent, reduce or offset the potential impacts on species that benefit from statutory protection, and which

will cover all phases of the proposed development.

3.2 General Mitigation Measures

3.2.1 The Ecological Assessment Report (Huckle Ecology, May 2023), recommended the following general measures,

which will demonstrate best practice during construction:

• Appointment of a Project Ecologist to act as Ecological Clerk of Works EcOW on a call-off basis and

to provide ecological advice as and when required.

• Clearance of all vegetation (if needed), rubble and log piles within the Site following a clear Method

Statement, under the supervision of an EcOW to ensure that the vegetation clearance minimises the

risk of harm to ecological important species including breeding birds, reptiles and hedgehogs.

• Any materials brought to the site for the proposed works, should be stored off the ground on pallets

to prevent small animals seeking refuge and using the materials as shelter.

• Any rubbish or waste should be removed off site as soon as practically possible or placed in a skip to

prevent small animals using the waste as a refuge or shelter.

• Adherence to a no-dig proposal as far as practically possible. Where excavations are required, these

will be shallow, surface excavations that aim to minimise damage to the root network of trees

present within the woodland.

3.3 Mitigation of Potential Effects on Habitats

3.3.1 The development aims to ensure that there is no net loss of woodland as a result of the proposed development,

and through appropriate restoration and management, will aim to restore the currently degraded woodland

towards a woodland with a greater affinity with Priority Habitat Woodland. Specifically, the following woodland

management practices are to be followed:

• Continued management of existing trees through selective thinning, removing even-aged ash trees,

particularly where affected by Ash die-back (ADB).  Only felled wood with evidence of ADB will be

removed from site, with other logs used on site to create dead wood piles to enhance the potential

for saproxylic invertebrates, in both shade and sunny aspects, and to encourage fungal

decomposition.
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• Improved Cavity Bat Box

• Ibstock Enclosed Bat Box ‘C’
• HabiBat bat boxes (various custom faces available to fit with proposed building facades)

3.5.5 Examples of suitable boxes are provided below.

Photo 1 Eco Kent Bat Box( Eco Kent Bat Box | The
Nestbox Company)

Photo 2 Schwegler 2F bat box (for tree mounting)

Photo 3 Examples of Woodcrete Nest Boxes – Schwegler nest boxes (Bird Boxes | NHBS Practical
Conservation Equipment)

3.6 Implementation Details

3.6.1 In accordance with the requirements of Condition 6, the above section has specified the purpose and objectives

of the proposed mitigation and enhancement measures, the detailed design of the measures and the extent

and location of the proposed works.

Timetable for Implementation

3.6.2 As noted above the bird boxes have been installed already and it is proposed that the bat boxes would be

sourced and erected as soon as possible following discharge of the conditions. The bat boxes should be

erected prior to spring 2025 to enable them to be installed prior to the commencement of the 2025 bat activity

season.

3.6.3 The wildlife enclosure hedgerow will be planted in the first appropriate planting season (typically autumn –
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spring) available with a temporary boundary installed prior to the first occupation of any Shepherds Huts or

use of the Site for short-term holiday letting.

Persons responsible for implementing the works

3.6.4 All works specified within the BMEP will be the responsibility of the landholder, who will also be responsible

for monitoring the condition of all bat and bird boxes, maintaining all fencing and ensuring that woodland

management proceeds in an appropriate manner.

Initial Aftercare and Long-term Maintenance

3.6.5 All proposed mitigation and enhancement measures are recommended to be subject to annual checks to

ensure that bat and bird boxes are functional, have not become damaged or lost. All fencing and newly planted

hedges should be checked on an annual basis and repaired, if necessary, with failed hedgerow planting

replanted as required.

Disposal of Waste

3.6.6 No waste is likely to arise from the proposed works.
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Figure 1 Site Topographic Plan – showing indicative locations of tree-mounted bat boxes (blue arrow) and bird boxes
(red arrow) – bird boxes have already been erected


